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Understanding Roots, Prefixes, and Suffixes: Lesson 3
Answer Key

Roots prefixes and suffixes lesson 3 answer key is an essential resource designed to help
students and educators understand the intricate workings of the English language. This lesson
focuses on the building blocks of words, illustrating how roots, prefixes, and suffixes interact to create
meaningful terms. In this article, we will delve into the significance of roots, prefixes, and suffixes,
provide an overview of lesson 3, and present the answer key to help reinforce the learning process.

The Importance of Roots, Prefixes, and Suffixes

Roots, prefixes, and suffixes play a crucial role in language comprehension and vocabulary expansion.
Understanding these components enables students to decode unfamiliar words, thereby improving
reading skills and overall communication.

Roots

Roots are the fundamental parts of a word that carry its core meaning. They are often derived from
Latin or Greek and can stand alone or combine with prefixes and suffixes to form new words. For
example:

- "spect" means to look or see (as in "inspect" or "spectator").
- "bio" means life (as in "biology" or "biography").

Prefixes

Prefixes are added to the beginning of a root word to modify its meaning. They can change the word's
tense, number, or intensity. Common prefixes include:

- un- (not): unhappy, unfair
- re- (again): redo, rewrite
- pre- (before): preview, prehistoric



Suffixes

Suffixes are added to the end of a root word and can alter the word's part of speech, tense, or
meaning. Common suffixes include:

- -ing (present participle): running, swimming
- -ed (past tense): walked, jumped

- -ly (adverb): quickly, happily

By mastering roots, prefixes, and suffixes, students can enhance their vocabulary, improve spelling,
and gain confidence in their language skills.

Overview of Lesson 3

Lesson 3 is designed to provide students with practice in identifying and applying roots, prefixes, and
suffixes. It typically includes exercises that require students to:

1. Identify the root, prefix, and suffix in given words.

2. Create new words by adding appropriate prefixes or suffixes to root words.
3. Understand the meanings of complex words by breaking them down into their components.

Lesson 3 Objectives

The main objectives of lesson 3 include:
- Enhance vocabulary through understanding word parts.

- Develop decoding skills for unfamiliar words.
- Foster a deeper appreciation for the structure of the English language.

Common Exercises in Lesson 3

The lesson may include various types of exercises, such as:

1. Identifying Parts of Words: Students are asked to underline the prefix, root, and suffix in a list of
words.

2. Word Creation: Given a root word, students create new words by adding different prefixes and
suffixes.

3. Meaning Matching: Students match words with their definitions based on their components.

Lesson 3 Answer Key

Below is the answer key for the exercises typically found in roots prefixes and suffixes lesson 3. This



key can serve as a guide for teachers and students to verify their understanding of the material.

Exercise 1: Identifying Parts of Words

1. Unhappiness
- Prefix: un-

- Root: happy

- Suffix: -ness

2. Rewritten
- Prefix: re-
- Root: write
- Suffix: -en

3. Biology

- Prefix: bio-

- Root: logy (from "logos," meaning study)
- Suffix: None

4. Disagreement
- Prefix: dis-

- Root: agree

- Suffix: -ment

5. Invisible
- Prefix: in-
- Root: vis
- Suffix: -ible

Exercise 2: Word Creation

Given the root words, create new words by adding prefixes and suffixes:

1. Root: Play
- Prefixes: replay, display
- Suffixes: playing, player, playful

2. Root: Write
- Prefixes: rewrite, unwritten
- Suffixes: writing, writer

3. Root: Act
- Prefixes: react, interact
- Suffixes: acting, actor, action

4, Root: Form
- Prefixes: reform, inform



- Suffixes: forming, formation

5. Root: Sense
- Prefixes: nonsense, resent
- Suffixes: sensing, sensitive

Exercise 3: Meaning Matching

Match the words with their meanings:

1. Disagree
- Meaning: To have a different opinion.

2. Unhappy
- Meaning: Not happy; sad.

3. Biology
- Meaning: The study of living organisms.

4. Invisible
- Meaning: Not able to be seen.

5. Rewritten
- Meaning: Written again; revised.

Tips for Success in Understanding Roots, Prefixes, and
Suffixes

To maximize learning and retention of the concepts covered in lesson 3, students can employ several
strategies:

1. Visualization: Create word maps to visually connect roots, prefixes, and suffixes.

2. Flashcards: Use flashcards to memorize common prefixes and suffixes along with their meanings.
3. Practice: Regularly engage in exercises that require the identification and application of word parts.
4. Group Activities: Collaborate with peers to discuss and dissect complex words.

5. Reading Comprehension: Read extensively to encounter and understand new vocabulary in
context.

Conclusion

Roots prefixes and suffixes lesson 3 answer key serves as a vital tool for enhancing vocabulary and
language skills. By understanding how these components work together, students can improve their
reading, writing, and communication abilities. Remember, the mastery of roots, prefixes, and suffixes
not only helps in decoding words but also fosters a deeper understanding of the richness of the



English language. Engaging in continued practice and exploration of these word parts will
undoubtedly yield significant benefits in literacy and language proficiency.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are roots, prefixes, and suffixes?

Roots are the base parts of words that carry meaning, prefixes are added to the beginning of a root
word to modify its meaning, and suffixes are added to the end of a root word to change its form or
function.

How do prefixes change the meaning of root words?

Prefixes alter the meaning of root words by adding specific nuances, such as negation (e.g., 'un-'in
‘unknown') or indicating time or frequency (e.g., 'pre-' in 'preview').

Can you provide an example of a suffix and its function?
An example of a suffix is '-ly," which transforms adjectives into adverbs, as seen in the word 'quick’

becoming 'quickly.'

What is the importance of learning roots, prefixes, and
suffixes in vocabulary building?

Understanding roots, prefixes, and suffixes helps learners decode unfamiliar words, enhances
vocabulary comprehension, and improves spelling skills.

How can students effectively study roots, prefixes, and
suffixes?

Students can effectively study by creating flashcards, engaging in word-building activities, and using
vocabulary journals to practice and apply their knowledge in context.
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