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The "Rise of the Runelords" Adventure Path is one of the most iconic and beloved campaigns in the
Pathfinder roleplaying game, captivating players with its rich narrative and immersive world. This
campaign, originally designed for characters starting at level 1 and culminating at level 15, offers a
blend of classic fantasy tropes with intricate plot developments, engaging characters, and formidable
foes. This comprehensive guide will delve into the essential aspects of the "Rise of the Runelords" and
provide players with the tools they need to navigate this thrilling adventure successfully.

Overview of the Campaign

The "Rise of the Runelords" campaign is set in the Varisia region of the Pathfinder world, primarily
focusing on the town of Sandpoint. The adventure begins with the memorable "Burnt Offerings"
module, where players are introduced to the colorful cast of characters and the looming threats that
plague the town. As the story progresses, players uncover the history of the Runelords, ancient
entities that once ruled the region, and their connections to the present-day challenges.

Key Themes and Motifs

Several themes resonate throughout the "Rise of the Runelords" campaign, enhancing the storytelling
experience:

1. Good vs. Evil: Players are tasked with confronting the dark forces threatening Sandpoint and the
surrounding areas.
2. Ancient History: The lore of the Runelords provides depth and context to the current events,
inviting players to explore the past.
3. Mystery and Intrigue: Unraveling the secrets of the past and the motivations of various factions
keeps players engaged.
4. Heroism: The campaign emphasizes the importance of courage, friendship, and sacrifice in the face
of overwhelming odds.

Character Creation

Creating a character for the "Rise of the Runelords" campaign involves several considerations that
can impact gameplay and storytelling.

Character Backgrounds

Players should consider their character's background and how it connects to the world of Varisia:



- Hometown: Characters from Sandpoint may have personal stakes in protecting their home.
- Factions: Consider alignment with local factions, such as the Sandpoint Guard or the Church of
Desna, which can lead to unique story arcs.
- Personal Goals: Integrate personal motivations that align with the campaign’s themes, such as a
quest for knowledge or vengeance against a foe.

Classes and Races

The diverse array of classes and races in Pathfinder allows for varied party dynamics. While players
are free to choose from the core rulebook, certain classes and races can synergize well with the
campaign:

- Classes:
- Fighters: Essential for frontline combat against formidable enemies.
- Wizards/Sorcerers: Useful for dealing with magical threats and uncovering arcane secrets.
- Clerics: Vital for healing and support, especially against undead and fiendish foes.

- Races:
- Human: Versatile and relatable, often well-received in the Sandpoint community.
- Half-Elf: Their unique heritage can provide interesting roleplay opportunities with local elves.
- Gnomes: Their connection to the region's history and their quirky nature can add flavor to the party.

Game Mechanics and Tips

Understanding the mechanics of the Pathfinder system and how they apply to the "Rise of the
Runelords" campaign can enhance the gaming experience.

Combat Strategies

Combat in "Rise of the Runelords" can be challenging, with encounters designed to test the party's
coordination and tactics. Here are some strategies:

1. Positioning: Utilize the environment to gain tactical advantages.
2. Teamwork: Coordinate attacks and support actions, such as flanking and using spells together.
3. Resource Management: Keep track of spell slots, healing resources, and consumables.

Exploration and Investigation

The campaign encourages exploration and investigation, often leading players to hidden treasures
and lore. Consider these tips:

- Thoroughly Search Areas: Look for hidden doors, traps, and clues that enhance the story.
- Interrogate NPCs: Engaging with non-player characters can yield valuable information and leads.



- Utilize Skills: Make the most of skills such as Perception, Diplomacy, and Knowledge to gain insights
and advantages.

Roleplaying Opportunities

Roleplaying is a crucial aspect of the "Rise of the Runelords." Emphasize character interactions by:

- Creating Backstories: Integrate your character's history into the campaign and how they relate to
other characters.
- Engaging with NPCs: Develop relationships with key figures in Sandpoint, affecting future scenarios.
- Making Choices: Allow character beliefs and motivations to guide decisions, adding depth to the
narrative.

Major NPCs and Factions

Understanding the various factions and key non-player characters (NPCs) can provide context and
enhance the story.

Key NPCs

1. Mayor Kendra Deverin: The leader of Sandpoint, who seeks to protect her town.
2. Sheriff Belor Hemlock: The town's lawkeeper, often relying on the players for assistance.
3. Father Zantus: The local priest, who plays a pivotal role in the campaign's religious undertones.

Factions

- The Sandpoint Guard: A group that represents law and order in the town.
- The Sczarni: A criminal organization, whose involvement can create tension.
- The Church of Desna: A benevolent faction that provides aid and guidance to the players.

Adventuring Tips

To maximize enjoyment and success in the "Rise of the Runelords," consider these final tips:

- Communicate with Your Party: Establish a clear line of communication to coordinate plans and
strategies.
- Stay Flexible: Be prepared to adapt to unexpected challenges and plot twists.
- Embrace the Story: Invest in the narrative and immerse yourself in the world, making the experience
more rewarding.



Conclusion

The "Rise of the Runelords" campaign offers an unforgettable journey through a richly woven
narrative filled with adventure, challenge, and discovery. With careful character creation, strategic
gameplay, and a commitment to roleplaying, players can fully immerse themselves in this epic tale.
By understanding the core themes, key NPCs, and the mechanics of the game, adventurers can
experience the thrill of battling against ancient evils and uncovering the secrets of Varisia. Whether
you are a seasoned veteran or a newcomer to the game, this guide serves as a valuable resource for
navigating the complexities and joys of the "Rise of the Runelords."

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the 'Rise of the Runelords Player's Guide'?
The 'Rise of the Runelords Player's Guide' is a supplemental resource for players participating in the
Pathfinder RPG campaign 'Rise of the Runelords'. It provides information on character creation,
background details, and tips specifically tailored to the adventure.

What character options are included in the Player's Guide?
The Player's Guide includes new character options such as archetypes, traits, and new classes that
are thematically linked to the world and story of 'Rise of the Runelords', enhancing players' ability to
create fitting characters for the campaign.

How does the Player's Guide enhance role-playing in 'Rise of
the Runelords'?
The Player's Guide offers background information on the setting, including key locations and factions,
which aids players in developing their characters' backstories and motivations, leading to richer role-
playing experiences.

Are there any specific traits recommended in the Player's
Guide?
Yes, the Player's Guide suggests several traits that align with the campaign's themes, such as traits
that reflect the historical significance of the runelords or the dangers of the Shattered Star, providing
players with unique bonuses and character depth.

Is the 'Rise of the Runelords Player's Guide' necessary to play
the campaign?
While not strictly necessary, the Player's Guide is highly recommended as it offers valuable insights
and resources that can significantly enhance both character creation and overall enjoyment of the
campaign.



Can new players benefit from the Player's Guide?
Absolutely! New players can benefit from the Player's Guide as it provides foundational knowledge
about the game's setting and rules, making it easier for them to create characters and understand the
context of their adventure.

Where can I find the 'Rise of the Runelords Player's Guide'?
The 'Rise of the Runelords Player's Guide' can be found in digital format on platforms like Paizo's
official website, or it can be purchased as a physical book at gaming stores or online retailers that
specialize in tabletop RPG materials.
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