romeo and juliet 1968 parents guide

Romeo and Juliet 1968 Parents Guide is an essential resource for parents
considering whether to introduce their children to Franco Zeffirelli's
adaptation of Shakespeare's classic tragedy. Released in 1968, this film has
become a definitive representation of the story of star-crossed lovers,
blending stunning visuals, passionate performances, and a hauntingly
beautiful score. However, as with any film, especially one that tackles
themes of love, violence, and family conflict, it is crucial for parents to
understand the content and themes present in the movie. This guide will
explore the film's themes, age appropriateness, and provide a detailed
analysis of its content, ensuring that parents can make informed decisions
for their children.

Overview of the Film

Romeo and Juliet (1968) is a cinematic adaptation of William Shakespeare's
play, directed by Franco Zeffirelli. The film is renowned for its authentic
portrayal of the Elizabethan setting, as well as its emphasis on youthful
passion and the tragic consequences of familial conflict.

Plot Summary

The story revolves around two young lovers from feuding families in Verona,
Italy—the Montagues and the Capulets. Romeo Montague, played by Leonard
Whiting, and Juliet Capulet, portrayed by Olivia Hussey, fall in love at
first sight, unaware of their families' enmity. Their romance blossoms in
secrecy, leading to a series of tragic events that ultimately culminate in
their deaths, showcasing the destructive nature of hate and the intensity of
youthful love.

Significant Themes

1. Love and Passion: The film presents a powerful depiction of romantic love,
showcasing the intensity and impulsiveness of first love.

2. Family Feud: The ongoing conflict between the Montagues and Capulets
serves as a backdrop, highlighting how familial loyalty can lead to
devastating consequences.

3. Tragedy: The narrative emphasizes the tragic nature of the characters'
choices, ultimately leading to their demise.

4. Youth and Innocence: The film captures the essence of youthful idealism
and innocence, contrasting it with the harsh realities of the world around
them.



Content Analysis

Understanding the specifics of the content in the 1968 film can help parents
gauge its suitability for their children.

Violence

While the film has a romantic focus, it does include several instances of
violence that are critical to the storyline.

- Duels and Fights: The film features sword fights, most notably the duel
between Tybalt and Mercutio, and later between Tybalt and Romeo. These
scenes, while choreographed, can be intense and may be unsettling for younger
viewers.

- Death: The deaths of key characters, including Mercutio and Tybalt, are
presented dramatically, showcasing the tragic consequences of the feud. The
final deaths of Romeo and Juliet, while not graphic, are poignant and
emotionally charged.

Sexual Content

- Romantic Scenes: The film includes several passionate kissing scenes
between Romeo and Juliet, highlighting their romantic connection.

- Implied Sexuality: While the film does not explicitly depict sexual
activity, the themes of love and desire are present. The characters' longing
for each other is palpable, which may prompt discussions about love and
relationships.

Language

The dialogue is primarily derived from Shakespeare's original text, which
includes archaic language and some mature themes. However, there are no
explicit profanities or vulgar language present in the film.

Substance Use

There are no significant depictions of drug or alcohol use in the film. The
focus remains on the characters' emotional and psychological experiences
rather than substance-related issues.



Age Appropriateness

Determining the appropriate age for viewing Romeo and Juliet (1968) can be
subjective and depends on the individual child’s maturity level.

Recommended Age

- Suggested Age: Many parents and educators recommend the film for children
aged 12 and older, primarily due to its themes of love, violence, and
tragedy.

- Maturity Considerations: Some children may be more sensitive to the film’s
violent elements or tragic conclusion. Parents should consider their child's
ability to handle emotional content and complex themes.

Discussion Points for Parents

Engaging in discussions with children before and after viewing the film can
enhance their understanding and appreciation of the story. Here are some
guestions parents can consider:

1. What do you think about the love between Romeo and Juliet? Is it
realistic?

2. How do the family feuds affect the characters' decisions?

3. What lessons can we learn from the tragedy of Romeo and Juliet?

4. How do you feel about the portrayal of violence in the film? Was it
necessary for the story?

Critical Reception

The 1968 adaptation of Romeo and Juliet received critical acclaim upon its
release and is often praised for its visual aesthetics, authentic settings,
and the performances of its leading actors.

Awards and Nominations

- Academy Awards: The film won two Academy Awards for Best Cinematography and
Best Costume Design, recognizing its artistic achievements.

- Cultural Impact: Over the years, the film has maintained a significant
presence in popular culture, influencing numerous adaptations and
interpretations of Shakespeare's work.



Legacy

Zeffirelli's Romeo and Juliet remains a beloved adaptation, cherished for its
ability to convey the raw emotions of youth and the tragic consequences of
hate. Its legacy is seen in its continued relevance in discussions about
love, family, and societal conflict.

Conclusion

The Romeo and Juliet 1968 Parents Guide serves as a valuable tool for parents
navigating the complexities of introducing Shakespeare's work to younger
audiences. By understanding the film's content, themes, and age
appropriateness, parents can foster a healthy dialogue with their children
about love, conflict, and the consequences of choices. This adaptation not
only brings Shakespeare's words to life but also encourages critical thinking
about the issues that resonate through time, making it a poignant piece for
family viewing with the right context and discussions.

Frequently Asked Questions

What age group is 'Romeo and Juliet' (1968) suitable
for?

The film is generally suitable for ages 12 and up, but parental guidance is
advised due to themes of violence and romance.

Are there any explicit scenes in the 1968 adaptation
of 'Romeo and Juliet'?

The film contains some suggestive content but avoids explicit sexual scenes,
focusing more on the emotional aspects of the romance.

How does the 1968 version of 'Romeo and Juliet'
approach violence?

The film includes scenes of violence typical of the original play, such as
duels and deaths, which may be intense for younger viewers.

Is the language in 'Romeo and Juliet' (1968)
appropriate for children?

The film uses Shakespearean language, which may be challenging for younger
audiences, but it is not inappropriate in nature.



What themes should parents be aware of when watching
'Romeo and Juliet' (1968) with their children?

Key themes include love, fate, family conflict, and the consequences of
violence, which may prompt discussions about relationships and choices.

Does the film depict any drug or alcohol use?

There are no significant depictions of drug or alcohol use in the 1968
adaptation of 'Romeo and Juliet'.

What are the main differences between the 1968 film
and other adaptations regarding content?

The 1968 film stays true to the original text while incorporating visual
elements, but it avoids modern interpretations that may include more explicit
content.

Should parents watch 'Romeo and Juliet' (1968)
before allowing their children to see it?

Yes, it is advisable for parents to watch the film first to gauge its
appropriateness for their children based on maturity and sensitivity.

Are there any positive messages in 'Romeo and
Juliet' (1968) for young viewers?

The film conveys messages about love, passion, and the importance of
resolving conflicts, which can be valuable discussion points for young
audiences.
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