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Rolf Harris Six White Boomers is a popular Australian Christmas song that has become a staple of
holiday music in Australia and beyond. Written and performed by artist Rolf Harris, the song tells a
whimsical story about Santa Claus and his reindeer with a unique Australian twist. In this article, we
will explore the song's origins, its cultural significance, and its impact on Australian Christmas
traditions.

Origins of "Six White Boomers"

The song "Six White Boomers" was first recorded by Rolf Harris in 1960. Rolf Harris, a British-born
Australian entertainer, was known for his versatile talents, including music, art, and television. The
song was part of Harris's album "Rolf Harris: The Christmas Album," which featured a collection of
festive songs and carols.

The concept of the song is a playful take on the traditional image of Santa Claus and his reindeer.
Instead of reindeer, Harris imagines Santa being pulled by six white boomers, which is a colloquial
term for kangaroos in Australia. This creative twist captures the essence of Australian culture and the
unique way in which Australians celebrate Christmas during the summer months.

The Story Behind the Song

"Six White Boomers" narrates the story of Santa Claus as he travels through Australia delivering gifts.
The lyrics describe how Santa's trusty team of kangaroos helps him navigate the Australian
landscape. The imagery is vivid, evoking scenes of the Australian outback, complete with descriptions
of the warm weather and the unique wildlife.

The song begins with Santa preparing for his journey, loading up his sleigh with presents. As he sets
off, he is assisted by the six white boomers, who bound across the countryside. The playful and
upbeat melody, combined with Harris's charming vocals, creates a festive atmosphere that resonates
with listeners.

Cultural Significance

"Six White Boomers" holds a special place in Australian culture, particularly during the Christmas
season. Unlike many countries that celebrate Christmas in winter, Australia experiences a summer
Christmas, which influences the way Australians approach the holiday. The song reflects this unique
experience and showcases the distinct characteristics of an Australian Christmas.

Celebration of Australian Wildlife: The use of kangaroos in place of reindeer highlights the
country's rich biodiversity and fosters a sense of national pride.



Summer Vibes: The imagery in the song captures the essence of a warm, sunny Christmas,
often spent outdoors with family and friends.

Tradition: Over the years, "Six White Boomers" has become a beloved part of Australian
Christmas traditions, often played on the radio and at family gatherings.

Impact on Australian Christmas Traditions

The song has influenced various aspects of Australian Christmas celebrations, including:

Music Playlists: "Six White Boomers" is a staple on Christmas playlists across the country,1.
alongside other festive tunes.

Television Specials: The song has been featured in numerous television specials and holiday2.
programs, further embedding it into the fabric of Australian culture.

Merchandising: Over the years, the song's popularity has led to various merchandise,3.
including CDs, vinyl records, and even children's books.

Rolf Harris: A Controversial Figure

While "Six White Boomers" is celebrated for its festive spirit, the legacy of Rolf Harris himself has
become complicated in recent years. Harris enjoyed a long and successful career as an entertainer,
but his reputation was marred by legal issues.

In 2014, Rolf Harris was convicted of multiple counts of indecent assault, which led to a significant
public backlash. As a result, many have grappled with how to reconcile their enjoyment of his art with
the serious nature of his crimes. This has led to discussions about the broader implications of
separating art from the artist.

Reactions to the Controversy

The controversy surrounding Harris has elicited mixed reactions from fans and the general public:

Support for the Song: Many fans continue to enjoy "Six White Boomers" as a cherished part
of their Christmas traditions, separate from Harris's personal life.

Calls for Boycotts: Some individuals and organizations have called for the song to be
removed from playlists and holiday celebrations in light of Harris's actions.



Discussions of Accountability: The situation has sparked conversations about the
responsibilities of artists and the impact of their personal conduct on their work.

Legacy and Modern Adaptations

Despite the controversies surrounding Rolf Harris, "Six White Boomers" remains a beloved holiday
classic in Australia. Its catchy tune and lighthearted lyrics continue to resonate with audiences.
Various artists have covered the song, reinterpreting it for modern audiences while maintaining its
core essence.

Modern Covers and Interpretations

In recent years, several artists have released their own versions of "Six White Boomers," bringing new
life to the classic. Some notable covers include:

The Wiggles: The popular children's group has included "Six White Boomers" in their1.
Christmas albums, making it accessible to a younger audience.

Various Local Bands: Many local Australian bands and artists have performed renditions of2.
the song at holiday events and festivals.

Online Streaming: The song is readily available on streaming platforms, allowing new3.
generations to discover and enjoy it.

Conclusion

"Six White Boomers" is more than just a Christmas song; it represents a unique intersection of
Australian culture, holiday traditions, and nostalgia. While Rolf Harris's legacy is complicated, the
song itself remains an enduring part of Australia's festive celebrations. As we move forward, it is
essential to remember the joy that the song brings to many, while also acknowledging the
complexities of its creator's life. In doing so, we can appreciate "Six White Boomers" as a beloved
holiday classic that encapsulates the spirit of an Australian Christmas.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Rolf Harris and what is 'Six White Boomers'?
Rolf Harris was an Australian-British entertainer and artist known for his music, television



appearances, and art. 'Six White Boomers' is a song he released in 1960, which tells the story of
Santa Claus delivering presents in Australia with the help of six white kangaroos.

What themes are explored in 'Six White Boomers'?
The song explores themes of Christmas in Australia, cultural differences, and the whimsical idea of
Santa using kangaroos instead of reindeer to deliver gifts, reflecting the unique Australian landscape
and traditions.

How has 'Six White Boomers' been received by audiences over
the years?
The song has become a Christmas classic in Australia, often played during the holiday season. It is
fondly remembered for its catchy tune and humorous lyrics that resonate with Australian culture.

What controversies surround Rolf Harris in relation to his
career?
Rolf Harris faced significant controversies due to multiple allegations of sexual abuse, which led to his
conviction in 2014. This has overshadowed his artistic contributions, including songs like 'Six White
Boomers.'

Is 'Six White Boomers' still popular in contemporary
Australian culture?
Yes, 'Six White Boomers' remains popular in Australia, often featured in holiday playlists and
programs, although discussions about Rolf Harris's legacy have led to mixed feelings among
audiences.

What impact did Rolf Harris's legal issues have on the legacy
of 'Six White Boomers'?
Harris's legal issues have complicated the legacy of 'Six White Boomers,' leading some to reassess
the song's cultural significance while others continue to enjoy it separate from its creator's actions.

Are there any notable covers or adaptations of 'Six White
Boomers'?
Yes, several artists and groups have covered 'Six White Boomers' over the years, adapting it for
various styles and audiences, which has helped keep the song alive in popular culture.

What is the significance of kangaroos in Australian holiday
traditions as illustrated in 'Six White Boomers'?
In 'Six White Boomers,' kangaroos symbolize the unique Australian identity and landscape,
highlighting how local traditions and wildlife can influence festive celebrations, contrasting with the



traditional imagery of Santa's reindeer.
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