rocky horror prop instructions

Rocky Horror prop instructions are crucial for anyone looking to enhance
their experience of the cult classic film "The Rocky Horror Picture Show."
Whether you are a die-hard fan attending a live shadow cast performance or
simply want to bring the movie to life at home, having the right props and
knowing how to use them can elevate the fun and immersion. This article will
provide comprehensive instructions on essential props, how to use them, and
some tips for creating your own.

Essential Props for Rocky Horror

When preparing for a Rocky Horror event, certain props are must-haves. These
props are often used during specific scenes and songs, contributing to the
audience's interactive experience. Below is a list of essential props you
should consider:

e Toast: Used during the song "Toast" in the "Science Fiction/Double
Feature" scene.

Water pistol: Utilized during the "I'm Going Home" performance.

Confetti: Thrown at the end of the show, especially during "Time Warp."

Newspapers: Used during the "Over at the Frankenstein Place" scene.

Rubber gloves: Worn during the "Sweet Transvestite" number.

Flashlights: Used when the characters turn on the lights in the castle.

Party hats: Worn during the "Time Warp" dance.

How to Use Each Prop

Understanding when and how to use each prop is vital for a successful Rocky
Horror experience. Below are detailed instructions for each essential prop:

1. Toast

When to Use: Toast is thrown during the "Science Fiction/Double Feature"
scene, particularly when Janet and Brad are introduced.



Instructions:

- Prepare slices of bread or use pre-packaged toast.

- Wait for the cue in the song and toss the toast towards the stage when the
lyrics call for it.

- Be mindful of the direction and distance to avoid hitting fellow audience
members.

2. Water Pistol

When to Use: The water pistol is used during the "I'm Going Home"
performance, particularly when the characters are in distress.

Instructions:

- Fill your water pistol with water before the show starts.

- When the cue hits, aim your water pistol towards the stage and squirt the
water in a playful manner.

- Avoid excessive spraying to maintain the fun atmosphere without creating a
mess.

3. Confetti

When to Use: Confetti is thrown at the end of the show during the finale.

Instructions:

- Prepare small pieces of colored paper or purchase pre-made confetti.

- At the finale, as the music swells, throw your confetti in the air to
celebrate the end of the performance.

- Ensure that it is biodegradable or easy to clean up to be considerate of
the venue.

4. Newspapers

When to Use: Newspapers are used during the "Over at the Frankenstein Place"
scene.

Instructions:

- Bring a rolled-up newspaper to the show.

- As the scene progresses, hold the newspaper over your head to create the
ambiance of a stormy night.

- You can also rustle it for added effect.

5. Rubber Gloves

When to Use: Rubber gloves are essential during the "Sweet Transvestite"
number.

Instructions:



- Wear the gloves on your hands as the song begins.

- Mimic the actions of the performers, such as snapping your fingers or
waving your arms.

- Take them off dramatically when the song reaches its climax.

6. Flashlights

When to Use: Flashlights are used when the characters turn on the lights in
the castle.

Instructions:

- Bring a small flashlight to the show.

- When the cue occurs, turn on your flashlight to illuminate the scene.
- Wave it softly to create an eerie effect.

7. Party Hats

When to Use: Party hats are worn during the "Time Warp" dance.

Instructions:

- Obtain paper party hats or create your own with colorful paper.
- Put the party hat on your head during the "Time Warp" number.

- Dance along with the crowd to participate fully in the fun.

Creating Your Own Props

If you're feeling crafty or want to customize your experience, creating your
own props can be a fun project. Here are some tips to help you get started:

1. Toast Alternatives

Instead of actual bread, consider using foam pieces or cardboard cutouts
painted to look like toast. This way, you reduce waste and the mess
associated with real food.

2. DIY Water Pistol

If you're unable to find a water pistol, you can create a spray bottle from a
small plastic container. Fill it with water and ensure it has a spray nozzle
for proper effects.

3. Custom Confetti

Have fun creating your own confetti using colorful paper. You can use a hole



punch or scissors to make unique shapes and sizes. Consider the theme of your
event for extra flair!

4. Personalized Newspapers

Create a newspaper prop with funny headlines related to Rocky Horror or your
own personal jokes. Print or write them on paper for added fun.

Best Practices for Using Props

To ensure a great experience for yourself and fellow audience members,
consider the following best practices:

e Be Respectful: Always be mindful of the space and people around you.
Avoid throwing props too hard or too far.

e Follow the Crowd: Pay attention to those around you for cues on when to
use props. It’s all about the collective experience.

e Clean Up: If any props create a mess, be prepared to help clean up after
the show.

e Participate Fully: The more you engage with the props and the
performance, the more enjoyable the experience will be for everyone.

Conclusion

Having the right Rocky Horror prop instructions can transform your viewing
experience from ordinary to extraordinary. By bringing the essential props,
understanding their usage, and even creating your own, you can fully engage
in the interactive nature of "The Rocky Horror Picture Show." So gather your
friends, get your props ready, and prepare for a night filled with laughter,
music, and unforgettable moments!

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the essential props needed for a 'Rocky
Horror Picture Show' performance?

Essential props include a water pistol, newspaper, toast, a flashlight, and



rubber gloves. These items are used during specific scenes to enhance
audience participation.

How do I properly use the water pistol during the
show?

The water pistol is typically used during the 'Rain' scene. Aim it towards
the audience as you spray water, but be sure to inform them beforehand to
avoid surprises.

What is the significance of the toast in 'Rocky
Horror'?

Toast is thrown during the wedding scene to symbolize a toast to the
newlyweds. It's a fun way to engage the audience and is part of the
interactive experience.

Are there any specific instructions for the use of
newspapers?

Yes, newspapers should be used to shield yourself from the 'rain' during the
scene. Audience members should hold them up when the cue is given to create
an immersive atmosphere.

What should I do with the rubber gloves during the
show?

Rubber gloves are worn during the 'Dr. Frank-N-Furter' medical scene. It's a
playful element that adds to the campy nature of the performance.

Is there a specific way to handle the flashlight
during the performance?

The flashlight is used during the 'Over at the Frankenstein Place' scene.
Audience members should turn it on to create a starlit effect and participate
in the mood of the song.

Can I create my own props for a DIY 'Rocky Horror'
show?

Absolutely! Many fans create their own props to match the show's themes. Just
ensure they are safe and suitable for the venue to maintain the spirit of the
performance.
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