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Robert Stinnett's Day of Deceit is a compelling exploration into one of the most controversial
events in American history—the attack on Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941. In his book, "Day of
Deceit: The Truth About FDR and Pearl Harbor," Stinnett, a former U.S. Navy officer and journalist,
presents a provocative argument that the U.S. government, particularly President Franklin D.
Roosevelt (FDR), had foreknowledge of the attack and allowed it to occur to galvanize public support
for entering World War II. This article delves into Stinnett’s assertions, the evidence he presents, and
the broader implications of his claims.

Background of the Pearl Harbor Attack

The attack on Pearl Harbor was a pivotal moment in World War II, leading to the United States' formal
entry into the conflict. On December 7, 1941, the Imperial Japanese Navy launched a surprise military
strike against the U.S. naval base at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. The attack resulted in significant loss of life
and damaged numerous ships and aircraft, prompting President Roosevelt to deliver his famous "Day
of Infamy" speech to Congress the following day, which led to a declaration of war against Japan.

The Conventional Narrative

Historically, the narrative surrounding Pearl Harbor has centered on the idea that it was a complete
surprise to U.S. military and government officials. Key points in this narrative include:

1. Failure of Intelligence: The U.S. had intercepted Japanese communications, but the military failed to
act on this information.
2. Underestimation of Japan: There was a general belief that Japan would not be bold enough to attack
a significant U.S. military installation.
3. Immediate Aftermath: The attack provoked a unifying response from the American public, leading
to widespread support for entering the war.

Robert Stinnett and His Thesis

Robert Stinnett, through extensive research, challenges the conventional narrative. His book,
published in 2000, is built upon the premise that the U.S. government had prior knowledge of the
attack and chose not to act in order to justify entering the war.

Key Arguments in "Day of Deceit"

Stinnett's arguments are grounded in various pieces of evidence, which he meticulously outlines in his
book. Some of the key points include:



1. Declassified Documents: Stinnett accessed previously classified documents that he claims indicate
a level of foreknowledge about Japan's plans.
2. Military Maneuvers: He argues that certain military maneuvers were intentionally conducted to
avoid a full defense of Pearl Harbor.
3. Communication Intercepts: Stinnett suggests that the U.S. had intercepted Japanese
communications indicating an impending attack, but the information was ignored or downplayed.
4. Political Motivation: He posits that Roosevelt and his administration were motivated to enter the
war due to economic factors and the need to support allies, particularly Britain.

Evidence and Counterarguments

While Stinnett presents intriguing evidence, his claims have been met with skepticism and criticism
from historians, military experts, and other researchers.

Support for Stinnett's Claims

Supporters of Stinnett’s thesis argue that:

- Newly Released Documents: The release of documents over the years has shed light on the
intelligence failures leading up to Pearl Harbor.
- Historical Context: The political climate of the time suggested that a war with Japan would be
beneficial for the U.S. economy and global standing.
- Patterns of Behavior: Some historians note that governments sometimes manipulate events to
justify military action.

Criticism of Stinnett's Assertions

Conversely, many scholars argue against Stinnett's claims, citing:

1. Lack of Conclusive Evidence: Critics argue that Stinnett's interpretation of the data is speculative
and lacks solid, conclusive evidence.
2. Intelligence Failures: They maintain that the intelligence community was overwhelmed and
mismanaged, which explains the failure to anticipate the attack.
3. Complexity of Events: Pearl Harbor was a complex event influenced by a multitude of factors,
making it overly simplistic to suggest foreknowledge.

Implications of Stinnett's Claims

If Stinnett's claims were to be validated, the ramifications would be significant, not only for historical
understanding but also for how the U.S. government engages with its citizens.



Historical Reassessment

A validated claim of foreknowledge would necessitate a comprehensive reassessment of:

- U.S. Military Strategy: It would prompt a reevaluation of military preparedness and decision-making
processes leading up to the war.
- Political Accountability: It would raise questions about the accountability of political leaders and their
responsibilities to the American public.

Public Trust in Government

The potential revelation of such knowledge could lead to:

- Erosion of Trust: A belief that the government allowed an attack to occur might lead to widespread
distrust in governmental institutions.
- Civic Engagement: It could spur increased civic engagement and scrutiny of government actions,
particularly concerning military interventions.

Conclusion

Robert Stinnett's "Day of Deceit" presents a controversial perspective on the events of December 7,
1941. While his theories challenge the long-accepted narrative of Pearl Harbor, they also ignite a
broader discussion about governmental transparency, the complexities of war, and the
responsibilities of leadership. Whether one agrees with Stinnett's assertions or not, his work serves as
a reminder of the importance of critically examining historical events and the narratives that surround
them. As new evidence continues to emerge, the discourse around Pearl Harbor and its implications
for American history remains as relevant today as it was over eight decades ago.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Day of Deceit' by Robert Stinnett about?
'Day of Deceit' is a book by Robert Stinnett that argues the U.S. government had prior knowledge of
the Pearl Harbor attack but allowed it to happen to galvanize public support for entering World War II.

What evidence does Stinnett present in 'Day of Deceit'?
Stinnett presents a variety of documents, including military communications and testimonies,
claiming they indicate that key officials were aware of the impending attack on Pearl Harbor.

How has 'Day of Deceit' been received by historians?
The book has been controversial; while some praise it for challenging conventional narratives, many



historians criticize it for lacking solid evidence and for promoting conspiracy theories.

What impact did 'Day of Deceit' have on public perception of
Pearl Harbor?
The book sparked debate and renewed interest in the Pearl Harbor attack, leading some to question
the U.S. government's transparency and decision-making processes leading up to the war.

What is the main thesis of Robert Stinnett in 'Day of Deceit'?
Stinnett's main thesis is that the U.S. government, particularly President Franklin D. Roosevelt,
intentionally allowed the attack on Pearl Harbor to occur to unify the nation against the Axis powers.

Are there any notable criticisms of Stinnett's 'Day of Deceit'?
Critics argue that Stinnett's conclusions are based on selective evidence and misinterpretation of
historical facts, suggesting that his claims have not been substantiated by credible historians.

How does 'Day of Deceit' compare to other Pearl Harbor
literature?
Unlike many other works that view the attack as a surprise, 'Day of Deceit' posits a premeditated
deception, setting it apart as a controversial re-examination of the event.

What motivated Robert Stinnett to write 'Day of Deceit'?
Stinnett, a former naval officer and journalist, was motivated by a desire to uncover what he believed
to be the truth about Pearl Harbor and to challenge the narrative that it was a surprise attack.

What are some of the key documents Stinnett references in
'Day of Deceit'?
Stinnett references declassified documents such as naval intelligence reports and communications
that he argues indicate prior knowledge of the attack.

What legacy has 'Day of Deceit' left in popular culture?
The book has contributed to ongoing discussions and theories about government transparency and
wartime deception, often referenced in debates about historical accountability.
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