rosalind krauss sculpture in the
expanded field

Rosalind Krauss Sculpture in the Expanded Field has become a pivotal concept
in contemporary art discourse, particularly in the realm of sculpture.
Krauss, a prominent art critic and theorist, introduced this idea in her
influential essay “Sculpture in the Expanded Field,” published in 1979. This
essay fundamentally altered the way art historians and critics approached
sculpture, challenging traditional boundaries and expanding the definition of
what sculpture could encompass. In this article, we will delve into the
significance of Krauss’s theories, explore the implications of the expanded
field for contemporary sculpture, and discuss key artists and movements that
exemplify these ideas.

Understanding the Expanded Field

Krauss'’s essay was born out of a desire to address the limitations of
traditional sculpture, which often adhered to established conventions
regarding form, material, and context. She argued that by the late 20th
century, art had evolved to a point where these conventions were no longer
sufficient to describe the variety and complexity of contemporary practices.

The Four Types of Sculpture

In “Sculpture in the Expanded Field,” Krauss identified four primary
categories that emerged from the expanded field of sculpture:

1. Site-Specific Art: This involves works created for a specific location,
emphasizing the relationship between the artwork and its environment.

2. Installation Art: This category encompasses immersive experiences that
often combine various media and engage viewers in dynamic ways.

3. Land Art: Artists working in this genre utilize natural landscapes to
create large-scale outdoor sculptures, challenging the notion of art as
confined to galleries or museums.

4. New Media Sculpture: With the advent of technology, new media sculptures
incorporate digital elements, video, and interactive components, further
blurring the lines of traditional sculpture.



Theoretical Foundations of Krauss’s Argument

Krauss grounded her argument in a broader historical context, drawing on art
movements such as Minimalism and Conceptual Art. She stated that these
movements were essential in dismantling the conventional view of sculpture as
a static, singular object. By examining the works of these artists, she
demonstrated how they engaged with space, form, and viewer interaction in
innovative ways.

Minimalism and its Impact

Minimalism, emerging in the late 1950s and 1960s, rejected the emotional
expressiveness of Abstract Expressionism. Artists like Donald Judd and Carl
Andre created works that emphasized simplicity and materiality. For Krauss,
Minimalism served as a foundation for her expanded field, as it prioritized
the viewer's experience and the context in which the work existed.

Conceptual Art’s Role

Conceptual Art further pushed the boundaries of sculpture by prioritizing
ideas over aesthetic concerns. Artists like Sol LeWitt and Joseph Kosuth
focused on the concept behind the work, often utilizing language and
instructions as integral components. This shift allowed for a broader
interpretation of sculpture, as the idea itself could be sculptural.

Implications for Contemporary Sculpture

The notion of the expanded field has profound implications for contemporary
artists and their practices. As traditional definitions of sculpture have
evolved, artists are now free to explore a myriad of materials, forms, and
contexts. This has led to the emergence of diverse practices that challenge
and redefine sculpture.

Cross-Disciplinary Approaches

Today’s artists often adopt cross-disciplinary methods, integrating various
forms of media and techniques. This blending allows for a more holistic
approach to art-making, resulting in innovative works that engage multiple
senses and perspectives.

e Collaboration: Many contemporary artists collaborate with architects,



designers, and scientists to create multifaceted installations that blur
the lines between disciplines.

e Audience Interaction: Artists increasingly design works that require
viewer participation, transforming the audience from passive observers
to active participants in the artwork.

e Use of Technology: The incorporation of technology, such as augmented
reality and virtual installations, has expanded the possibilities for
sculpture in the digital age.

Key Artists in the Expanded Field

Several contemporary artists exemplify the principles of sculpture in the
expanded field, utilizing innovative approaches to challenge traditional
norms.

e Ann Hamilton: Known for her large-scale installations, Hamilton
integrates text, sound, and material to create immersive environments
that engage viewers on multiple levels.

e Christo and Jeanne-Claude: Their large-scale environmental works, such
as wrapping buildings or creating temporary outdoor installations,
exemplify site-specific art, emphasizing the relationship between art
and its environment.

e Yayoi Kusama: Her infinity rooms and immersive installations invite
viewers to engage with space and perception, pushing the boundaries of
traditional sculpture.

Challenges and Critiques of the Expanded Field

While Krauss's concept has been widely influential, it is not without its
critiques. Some scholars argue that the term “expanded field” can be overly
broad, leading to ambiguity in defining what constitutes sculpture.
Additionally, the democratization of art through technology raises questions
about authenticity and the role of the artist.

The Need for a Balanced Perspective

As the field continues to expand, it is crucial for critics and historians to



maintain a balanced perspective. While embracing new practices and ideas, it
is also important to recognize the historical context and enduring value of
traditional sculptural forms.

Conclusion

Rosalind Krauss Sculpture in the Expanded Field remains a vital concept in
understanding contemporary art practices. By challenging traditional
definitions and embracing a broader understanding of sculpture, Krauss has
opened the door for artists to explore new mediums, materials, and ideas. As
we continue to navigate the complexities of the art world, her theories will
undoubtedly influence the discourse surrounding sculpture and its evolving
role in society. The expanded field not only enriches our understanding of
art but also invites us to reconsider our own experiences and interactions
with sculptural works in an ever-changing cultural landscape.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Rosalind Krauss's concept of 'sculpture in
the expanded field'?

Rosalind Krauss's concept of 'sculpture in the expanded field' refers to the
idea that sculpture has transcended traditional forms and boundaries,
expanding to include a variety of practices and mediums that challenge
conventional definitions of sculpture.

How does Krauss differentiate between traditional
sculpture and the expanded field?

Krauss differentiates traditional sculpture as being confined to three-
dimensional forms, while the expanded field includes installation art,
environmental art, and other forms that engage with space, context, and
viewer interaction.

What role does site-specificity play in Krauss's
expanded field of sculpture?

Site-specificity is crucial in Krauss's expanded field as it emphasizes the
relationship between the artwork and its environment, suggesting that the
meaning of a sculpture can be deeply tied to its location and the context in
which it is experienced.



Can you give an example of an artist whose work
exemplifies Krauss's expanded field?

An example of an artist whose work exemplifies Krauss's expanded field is
Robert Smithson, particularly his work 'Spiral Jetty,' which integrates
natural landscapes and challenges traditional notions of sculpture.

What impact did Krauss's essay 'Sculpture in the
Expanded Field' have on contemporary art?

Krauss's essay had a significant impact on contemporary art by encouraging
artists to explore new materials, techniques, and concepts, leading to a
broader understanding of what constitutes sculpture and influencing movements
such as land art and installation art.

How does Krauss's theory relate to postmodern art
practices?

Krauss's theory relates to postmodern art practices by rejecting the notion
of a single, authoritative definition of sculpture, instead embracing
pluralism and the idea that art can take many forms and meanings, reflecting
the complexities of contemporary culture.

What are some criticisms of Krauss's idea of the
expanded field?

Some criticisms of Krauss's idea include the potential oversimplification of
diverse practices under a single term, and concerns that it may diminish the
distinct qualities and histories of traditional sculpture.

How does the concept of the expanded field influence
the way we curate exhibitions today?

The concept of the expanded field influences curatorial practices by
encouraging a more interdisciplinary approach, allowing for the inclusion of
diverse media and interactive experiences that engage audiences in new ways.

In what ways can 'sculpture in the expanded field'
be seen in modern urban environments?

In modern urban environments, 'sculpture in the expanded field' can be seen
in public installations, interactive sculptures, and urban interventions that
transform spaces and invite community engagement, reflecting the dynamic
relationship between art and the urban landscape.
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