
romiette and julio by sharon draper
Romiette and Julio is a modern retelling of William Shakespeare’s classic tragedy, Romeo and
Juliet, by the acclaimed author Sharon Draper. Released in 1999, this young adult novel brings a
fresh perspective to the timeless tale of star-crossed lovers, set against the backdrop of
contemporary issues such as racism, gang violence, and the struggle for identity. In this article, we
will delve into the characters, themes, and the cultural significance of "Romiette and Julio," as well
as its impact on young readers.

Plot Summary

"Romiette and Julio" centers around two teenagers from different backgrounds who fall in love
despite the societal pressures that threaten to keep them apart. Romiette is a young African
American girl, while Julio is a Hispanic boy. Their relationship blooms in a modern urban setting,
where they must navigate the complexities of their cultural differences and the challenges posed by
their communities.

The story begins with Romiette, who is a spirited and independent girl, feeling isolated in her world.
She has an interest in the supernatural, particularly in the form of dreams and visions. Julio, on the
other hand, is a newcomer to the city, having moved from a different region. Their paths cross when
they meet online in a chat room, where they begin to communicate and share their passions.

As they develop a relationship, they also face the challenges posed by their respective social circles.
Julio is involved with a local gang, which complicates their love story. The tension escalates when
the gang members discover Julio's relationship with Romiette, leading to conflicts that threaten their
safety and their love.

Main Characters

In "Romiette and Julio," Draper skillfully develops a cast of characters that adds depth to the
narrative. Here are the primary characters:

Romiette Cappelle: A bright and imaginative girl who is proud of her heritage. She dreams of
a world beyond the confines of her neighborhood and is determined to create her own path.

Julio Montague: A passionate and brave boy navigating the pressures of gang life. His love
for Romiette makes him question his loyalty to the gang and the life he has been leading.

Ben: Romiette's close friend, who often provides comic relief and support. He is a loyal
companion who helps Romiette navigate her challenges.

Gangs: Represented by various characters, the gangs in the story symbolize the societal
pressures and violence that threaten the protagonists' love story.



Themes

"Romiette and Julio" explores several significant themes that resonate with young readers. Here are
some of the most prominent themes:

1. Love and Sacrifice

At the heart of the novel is the theme of love, which transcends societal barriers. Romiette and
Julio's love is portrayed as pure and powerful, but it also demands sacrifices. The characters must
confront their fears and the expectations of their communities to pursue their relationship. This
theme echoes the profound nature of love found in Shakespeare’s original play.

2. Identity and Cultural Differences

Draper delves into the complexities of identity, particularly in a multicultural society. Romiette and
Julio come from different cultural backgrounds, and their relationship challenges the stereotypes
and prejudices held by their peers. The novel promotes understanding and acceptance, emphasizing
the importance of embracing one's identity while also respecting others.

3. Friendship and Loyalty

The story highlights the significance of friendship and loyalty in times of crisis. Characters like Ben
represent the importance of support systems in navigating personal struggles. The dynamics of
friendship are tested as Romiette and Julio face external pressures, showing how relationships can
be both a source of strength and conflict.

4. Violence and Consequences

The presence of gangs and violence serves as a stark reminder of the consequences of societal
issues. Draper does not shy away from addressing the harsh realities faced by many young people
today. The threats posed by gang culture provide a backdrop for the love story and serve as a
cautionary tale about the dangers of violence.

Cultural Significance

"Romiette and Julio" holds a significant place in young adult literature, particularly for its
exploration of race and cultural identity. Draper's decision to set the story in a modern context
allows readers to relate to the characters and their struggles. The book resonates with a diverse



audience, encouraging discussions about race, culture, and the power of love.

The novel also serves as a bridge between classic literature and contemporary issues. By
reimagining a well-known story, Draper makes Shakespeare accessible to a new generation, showing
that the themes of love, sacrifice, and conflict are timeless.

Impact on Young Readers

Sharon Draper's "Romiette and Julio" has had a profound impact on young readers since its
publication. Here are some ways in which the novel has influenced its audience:

Encouraging Dialogue: The novel sparks conversations about love, race, and the challenges1.
faced by young people today. It encourages readers to think critically about their own
experiences and the societal norms around them.

Inspiring Empathy: By presenting characters from diverse backgrounds, Draper fosters2.
empathy and understanding. Readers are encouraged to see the world through the eyes of
others, promoting a more inclusive perspective.

Exploring Complex Issues: The book addresses complex issues such as gang violence and3.
racism, providing a platform for discussions on these topics. It encourages readers to think
about the impact of their choices and the consequences of societal pressures.

Empowerment through Storytelling: Romiette's character, in particular, empowers young4.
women to embrace their individuality and pursue their dreams. The novel serves as a reminder
that one can find strength in love and self-acceptance.

Conclusion

In conclusion, "Romiette and Julio" by Sharon Draper is a poignant and powerful reimagining of a
classic tale. Through its exploration of love, identity, and societal challenges, the novel resonates
with readers of all ages. Draper's skillful storytelling and relatable characters make this work a
significant contribution to young adult literature. It not only entertains but also provokes thought
and encourages discussions on important themes. As young readers engage with the story of
Romiette and Julio, they are invited to reflect on their own lives, relationships, and the world around
them, making this a timeless narrative that will continue to inspire for years to come.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the main theme of 'Romiette and Julio'?
The main theme of 'Romiette and Julio' is the struggle against racial and cultural prejudice,
exploring how love can transcend societal barriers.

How does 'Romiette and Julio' differ from Shakespeare's
'Romeo and Juliet'?
'Romiette and Julio' modernizes the story by placing it in a contemporary setting and addressing
issues such as gang violence and racial tensions, making it more relatable to today's youth.

Who are the main characters in 'Romiette and Julio'?
The main characters are Romiette Cappelle, an African American girl, and Julio Montague, a Latino
boy, who fall in love despite their different backgrounds.

What challenges do Romiette and Julio face in the novel?
Romiette and Julio face challenges from their families and communities, including gang rivalry and
cultural misunderstandings, which threaten their relationship.

What role does friendship play in 'Romiette and Julio'?
Friendship plays a crucial role in the novel, as Romiette and Julio's friends support them and help
navigate the difficulties posed by their relationship and external pressures.

How does Sharon Draper use symbolism in 'Romiette and
Julio'?
Sharon Draper uses symbolism, such as the imagery of the stars and the moon, to represent hope,
love, and the idea that true love can shine through darkness.

What is the significance of the title 'Romiette and Julio'?
The title 'Romiette and Julio' signifies a reimagining of the classic love story 'Romeo and Juliet,'
highlighting the characters' unique identities and cultural backgrounds while maintaining the
essence of forbidden love.

What message does 'Romiette and Julio' convey about love?
The novel conveys the message that love is powerful and can overcome adversity, but it also
emphasizes the need for understanding and acceptance in the face of societal challenges.
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