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The Book of Ruth is one of the most poignant narratives in the Old Testament,
showcasing themes of loyalty, love, and divine providence. Chapter 3 of Ruth
is particularly rich in content, presenting a pivotal moment in the story
where Ruth takes bold steps to secure her future and that of her mother-in-
law, Naomi. This article will delve into several questions regarding this
chapter, providing comprehensive answers that illuminate the text's meaning
and significance.

Overview of Ruth Chapter 3

Before we dive into specific questions and answers, let's summarize the key
events of Ruth Chapter 3:

1. Naomi's Plan: Naomi instructs Ruth to approach Boaz at the threshing floor
after a night of winnowing barley.
2. Ruth's Actions: Ruth follows Naomi's advice, demonstrating her loyalty and
courage.
3. Boaz's Response: Boaz is surprised and honored by Ruth's request,
recognizing her character and commitment.
4. Promise of Redemption: Boaz assures Ruth that he will take action to
secure her and Naomi’s future, but he mentions that there is a closer
relative who has the first right of redemption.

This chapter is marked by a blend of cultural customs and emotional depth,
which raises several intriguing questions.

Frequently Asked Questions

1. Why does Naomi instruct Ruth to go to Boaz at the
threshing floor?

Naomi's instruction to Ruth to visit Boaz at the threshing floor is rooted in
cultural practices of the time. The threshing floor was a place of
celebration after the harvest, and it was also where the potential for
securing a marriage proposal could arise.

- Cultural Context: In ancient Israel, widows often relied on family members
for support. By approaching Boaz, Ruth was signaling her intention to seek
protection and provision.



- Symbolism: The act of uncovering Boaz's feet and lying down signified
Ruth's submission and desire for his protection. It was a bold move that
indicated her willingness to marry him.

2. What does Ruth’s request to Boaz signify?

Ruth's request to Boaz, asking him to spread his cloak over her, is a
profound moment in the narrative.

- A Request for Protection: The cloak symbolizes shelter and protection. By
asking Boaz to cover her, Ruth was expressing her desire to be under his care
as a potential wife.
- Social Status and Redemption: This request also highlights Ruth's status as
a Moabite widow, seeking acceptance within the Israelite community. It
emphasizes her faith in God's provision through Boaz.

3. How does Boaz react to Ruth’s proposal?

Boaz's reaction is one of surprise and admiration. He responds positively,
acknowledging Ruth's loyalty to Naomi and her willingness to seek him as a
redeemer.

- Recognition of Character: Boaz praises Ruth for her kindness and loyalty,
noting that she could have pursued younger men but chose him instead.
- Commitment to Redemption: Boaz commits to ensuring that Ruth and Naomi are
taken care of. He acknowledges the existence of a closer relative who has the
first right of redemption, showcasing his integrity and respect for social
customs.

4. What does the phrase "You have shown more
kindness now than before" mean?

This statement by Boaz highlights Ruth's character and the depth of her
commitment.

- Contrast with Earlier Actions: Earlier in the story, Ruth's kindness was
shown through her loyalty to Naomi after the death of their husbands. In
Chapter 3, Boaz recognizes that Ruth's actions now extend beyond Naomi to
include his family line.
- Significance of Kindness: In Hebrew culture, kindness (chesed) is a
critical virtue. Boaz's acknowledgment of Ruth's kindness reflects the
biblical theme of loving-kindness that permeates the narrative.



5. What cultural customs are depicted in this
chapter?

Ruth Chapter 3 illustrates several important customs of ancient Israel that
help readers understand the social context.

- Gleaning: Ruth's earlier gleaning in the fields represents the provision
for the poor and widows, as set forth in the Law of Moses.
- Leverite Marriage: The concept of the kinsman-redeemer is introduced, where
a relative has the responsibility to marry the widow of a deceased family
member to preserve the family line.
- Threshing Floor Rituals: The threshing floor served as both a place for
work and a social venue, where significant life decisions could be made.

6. What is the significance of the time of year in
this chapter?

The events of Ruth Chapter 3 occur during the barley harvest, which is
significant for several reasons.

- Harvest as a Time of Celebration: The harvest season was a time of joy and
festivity, marking God’s provision for the people. This backdrop enhances the
narrative's emotional weight.
- Symbol of New Beginnings: Just as the harvest brings forth new life and
sustenance, Ruth's approach to Boaz symbolizes the potential for new
beginnings in her life and Naomi's.

7. How does this chapter foreshadow future events in
the Book of Ruth?

Ruth Chapter 3 sets the stage for the resolution of the narrative and
foreshadows significant developments.

- Resolution of Ruth and Naomi's Situation: Ruth’s actions lead to a clear
path for redemption, ensuring that both women have security and a future.
- Establishment of the Davidic Lineage: Boaz’s willingness to marry Ruth
ultimately leads to the birth of Obed, the grandfather of King David, linking
Ruth to the messianic lineage.

8. What lessons can be drawn from Ruth Chapter 3?

Several key lessons emerge from this chapter that can apply to readers today.



- Loyalty and Commitment: Ruth’s loyalty to Naomi exemplifies the importance
of familial bonds and support.
- Courage in Seeking Help: Ruth’s boldness in approaching Boaz teaches the
value of taking initiative in challenging situations.
- God’s Providence: The chapter emphasizes that God works through ordinary
events and people to fulfill His promises, reminding readers to trust in His
plan.

Conclusion

Ruth Chapter 3 is a rich tapestry of cultural practices, emotional depth, and
spiritual significance. By exploring the questions and answers surrounding
this chapter, readers can gain a deeper understanding of the narrative and
its implications for their own lives. The courage, loyalty, and divine
providence illustrated in this chapter remind us of the enduring power of
faith and the interconnectedness of our lives and relationships. The story of
Ruth and Boaz is not just an ancient tale; it is a profound reflection of
love, hope, and redemption that resonates through the ages.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main purpose of Ruth's visit to Boaz at
the threshing floor in Chapter 3?
Ruth visits Boaz at the threshing floor to seek his protection and to propose
that he act as her kinsman-redeemer, fulfilling the Levirate marriage
obligation.

How does Naomi instruct Ruth to prepare for her
encounter with Boaz?
Naomi instructs Ruth to wash, anoint herself, and wear her best clothes
before going to Boaz, indicating her desire for Ruth to present herself well.

What does Ruth uncover about Boaz while he is
sleeping at the threshing floor?
Ruth uncovers Boaz's feet and lies down next to him, a symbolic act that
represents her request for protection and a claim to his role as a redeemer.

What is Boaz's reaction when he wakes up and finds
Ruth at his feet?
Boaz is surprised and pleased to find Ruth there; he recognizes her request



and praises her for her loyalty and virtuous character.

What does Boaz say to reassure Ruth about her
future?
Boaz reassures Ruth that he will take action to redeem her, but notes that
there is a closer relative who has the first right to redeem her.

What significant cultural practice is highlighted in
Ruth Chapter 3?
The chapter highlights the practice of levirate marriage and the concept of a
kinsman-redeemer, which were important in ensuring the continuation of family
lineage and property.

How does Chapter 3 of Ruth illustrate themes of
loyalty and redemption?
The chapter showcases Ruth's loyalty to Naomi and her willingness to take
risks for her future, as well as Boaz's role as a redeemer who is willing to
uphold family obligations and provide security.
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