ruby bridges movie questions and
answers

Ruby Bridges movie questions and answers can serve as a valuable resource for
educators, students, and anyone interested in understanding the historical impact of Ruby
Bridges and the civil rights movement. The movie "Ruby Bridges," which premiered in
1998, tells the inspiring story of a young African American girl who became the first student
to integrate an all-white elementary school in New Orleans in 1960. This article will provide
a comprehensive overview of the film, its themes, and a series of questions and answers
that can enhance understanding and stimulate discussion.

Overview of the Movie

The film "Ruby Bridges" is based on the true story of a courageous six-year-old girl who

faced immense challenges as she broke racial barriers in education. Directed by Euzhan
Palcy, the film stars Chaz Monet as Ruby Bridges and highlights her bravery, the support
from her family, and the resistance from the community.

Key Themes

The movie encapsulates several important themes, including:
e Bravery and Courage: Ruby's determination to attend school despite threats and
hostility demonstrates extraordinary bravery.

* Racism and Segregation: The film portrays the harsh realities of racism and the
systemic segregation present in society at that time.

e Support and Community: It emphasizes the importance of family support and the
role of individuals who stood against injustice.

e Education as a Right: The film reinforces the idea that education should be
accessible to all, regardless of race.

Questions and Answers about the Movie

To deepen the understanding of the film and its historical context, here are some thought-
provoking questions along with their answers.



1. Who is Ruby Bridges?

Ruby Bridges is an African American civil rights activist known for being the first African
American child to integrate an all-white elementary school in the South, specifically William
Frantz Elementary School in New Orleans, Louisiana, in 1960.

2. What motivated Ruby to attend an all-white school?

Ruby was motivated by her family's desire for better educational opportunities. Her mother,
Lucille Bridges, believed that integrating the schools would pave the way for equality and
better futures for their children.

3. How did Ruby's first day at school unfold?

On her first day, Ruby was escorted by federal marshals due to the threats against her life.
Upon arriving, she found that no white students were present, as many families had
withdrawn their children in protest of her attendance. Despite the hostility, Ruby displayed
remarkable composure and courage.

4. What role did federal marshals play in Ruby's story?

Federal marshals were assigned to protect Ruby as she attended school. Their presence
was necessary to ensure her safety in the face of violent protests and threats from
segregationists.

5. How did Ruby's teacher, Barbara Henry, impact her
experience?

Barbara Henry, portrayed by actress Penelope Ann Miller, was Ruby's sole teacher during
her first year at William Frantz Elementary. She provided a nurturing environment, offering
Ruby support and encouragement amid the hostility outside the classroom. Their bond
became a pivotal part of Ruby's educational journey.

6. What were the reactions of Ruby's peers and their
families?

The reactions were largely negative; many white families pulled their children out of the
school to avoid attending classes with Ruby. This left Ruby isolated, but she remained
determined to continue her education.

7. How did Ruby Bridges' story contribute to the civil
rights movement?

Ruby Bridges' brave act of integration became a symbol of the struggle against racial
segregation in education. Her story highlighted the importance of desegregation and



helped galvanize support for the civil rights movement, showcasing the challenges faced by
African Americans in their quest for equality.

8. What lessons can be learned from the Ruby Bridges
movie?

The film teaches valuable lessons about resilience, the importance of standing up against
injustice, and the role of education in fostering equality. It also reminds viewers of the
ongoing struggle for civil rights and the need to continue advocating for equality in all
aspects of life.

9. How has Ruby Bridges' legacy endured over the
years?

Ruby Bridges' legacy endures as she continues to be an advocate for civil rights and
education. She has inspired countless individuals and remains a prominent figure in
discussions about desegregation and racial equality. Her story is taught in schools, and she
has received numerous accolades for her contributions to the civil rights movement.

10. What resources are available for further exploration
of Ruby Bridges' story?

Several resources can enhance understanding of Ruby Bridges and her impact, including:

1. Books: "Through My Eyes" by Ruby Bridges provides a personal account of her
experiences.

2. Documentaries: Various documentaries explore the civil rights movement and
Ruby's role within it.

3. Educational Websites: Organizations like the National Park Service and the Civil
Rights Institute offer extensive materials on Ruby Bridges and the broader civil rights
movement.

Conclusion

The film "Ruby Bridges" serves as a poignant reminder of the struggles faced during the
civil rights movement and the power of individual courage in the quest for equality. By
engaging with questions about the film, viewers can gain deeper insights into Ruby Bridges'
experiences and the historical context surrounding her story. The legacy of Ruby Bridges
continues to inspire new generations to fight against injustice, making her an enduring
symbol of hope and resilience in the ongoing journey toward equality.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of the Ruby Bridges movie?

The main theme of the Ruby Bridges movie is the struggle for civil rights and the
importance of courage in the face of adversity, particularly focusing on the integration of
schools and the fight against racism.

Who directed the Ruby Bridges movie?
The Ruby Bridges movie was directed by Euzhan Palcy.

What year was the Ruby Bridges movie released?

The Ruby Bridges movie was released in 1998.

What challenge does Ruby Bridges face in the movie?

In the movie, Ruby Bridges faces the challenge of being the first African American child to
integrate into an all-white elementary school in New Orleans amidst hostility and racism.

How does Ruby's family support her throughout the
film?

Ruby's family supports her by encouraging her bravery, helping her cope with the
challenges she faces, and instilling in her a sense of pride and the importance of education.

What impact did Ruby Bridges have on the civil rights
movement?

Ruby Bridges became a symbol of the civil rights movement, demonstrating the importance
of integration in education and inspiring future generations to advocate for equality and
justice.

What lessons can viewers learn from the Ruby Bridges
movie?

Viewers can learn about the significance of resilience, the impact of racism, the importance
of standing up for one's rights, and the value of education in overcoming societal barriers.
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