sacramento kings ownership history

sacramento kings ownership history is a fascinating journey that reflects the evolution of one of the NBA's
oldest franchises. This article delves into the key ownership changes that have shaped the team, from its
early days as the Rochester Royals to its current status in Sacramento. Understanding the ownership
history of the Sacramento Kings provides valuable insight into the strategic decisions, financial challenges,
and community engagements that have influenced the franchise's trajectory. The Kings' ownership saga
includes periods of relocation, financial instability, and eventual stabilization under committed local
ownership. This comprehensive overview explores the major owners, ownership groups, and pivotal
moments that have defined the franchise's legacy. Readers will gain a thorough perspective on how

ownership dynamics have impacted the team’s performance, fan base, and presence in the NBA landscape.
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Early Ownership and Formation of the Franchise

The Sacramento Kings ownership history begins with the establishment of the franchise as the Rochester
Royals in 1945. The team was originally owned by Les Harrison, who was a player-coach and businessman
in Rochester, New York. Harrison played a pivotal role in the team's early development and success,
guiding the Royals to an NBA championship in 1951. Under his stewardship, the franchise built a strong
foundation and gained significant regional support. The Royals were part of the National Basketball League
(NBL) before joining the Basketball Association of America (BAA), which later merged to form the NBA.
Harrison’s ownership was marked by stability and local engagement, setting the stage for the franchise’s

eventual transitions.



Les Harrison and the Rochester Royals

Les Harrison’s ownership tenure lasted from the team's inception through the early 1950s. A pioneer in
professional basketball, Harrison's dual role as owner and coach was unusual but effective. He was
instrumental in recruiting top talent and maintaining the Royals as a competitive team in the league's
formative years. His leadership helped the Royals secure their only NBA title during his ownership,

solidifying the franchise’s early prominence.

Transition and Relocation: From Rochester to Cincinnati and
Kansas City

The Sacramento Kings ownership history includes several relocations reflecting financial and market
challenges. In 1957, the team was sold to a group of Cincinnati businessmen led by Louis Jacobs, marking
the franchise’s move to Cincinnati. This period was characterized by efforts to tap into larger markets and
stabilize the team's financial status. Later, in 1972, the franchise relocated again to Kansas City and Omabha,
rebranding as the Kansas City-Omaha Kings. This change was part of an ownership strategy to expand the

fan base and capitalize on new regional opportunities.

Ownership Changes During Relocations
Throughout these transitions, ownership changed hands multiple times, with different investor groups

attempting to establish the franchise in new cities. Key ownership figures included:

e Louis Jacobs and Cincinnati Investors (1957-1972)

¢ Jack Kent Cooke and Local Businessmen in Kansas City (1972-1983)

These owners faced challenges such as fluctuating attendance and competition with other sports franchises,

which influenced their decisions to relocate the team and pursue new markets.

The Move to Sacramento and Local Ownership

The Sacramento Kings ownership history took a significant turn in 1985 when the franchise was purchased
by a local ownership group led by businessman and sports enthusiast, Joe Axelson. This acquisition marked
the team's relocation to Sacramento, California. The move was motivated by the city's strong desire for an
NBA franchise and favorable market conditions. Local ownership brought renewed energy and

commitment to building a sustainable basketball presence in Sacramento.



Local Ownership Group’s Vision

The local investors aimed to integrate the Kings into the Sacramento community, enhancing fan
engagement and regional support. They focused on marketing, community relations, and improving the
team's competitiveness. This era set the foundation for long-term stability and established Sacramento as a

permanent home for the franchise.

The Maloof Family Era

One of the most notable chapters in the Sacramento Kings ownership history is the Maloof family era,
which began in 1998 when the Maloof brothers—Joe, Gavin, and George—acquired controlling interest in
the team. The Maloofs were local entrepreneurs with interests in various industries, and they brought a
passionate, albeit sometimes controversial, approach to ownership. Their tenure saw significant changes in

team management, attempts to upgrade facilities, and efforts to build a competitive roster.

Achievements and Challenges Under the Maloofs

The Maloof family invested in the team’s infrastructure, including the construction of the Golden 1 Center
arena, which was a major milestone for the franchise. However, their ownership was also marked by
financial difficulties, internal disputes, and occasional tensions with the fan base. The Maloofs explored
options to relocate the team, which created uncertainty around the Kings' future in Sacramento. Despite
these challenges, the Maloofs maintained ownership for over a decade, influencing the franchise’s direction

during a critical period.

o Attempted relocation to Anaheim in the early 2010s
e Efforts to secure a new downtown arena

¢ Fluctuating team performance and management changes

Sale to the Sacramento Ownership Group

The Sacramento Kings ownership history took a pivotal turn in 2013 when the Maloof family sold the team
to a group led by Vivek Ranadivé. This sale was instrumental in preventing the franchise’s relocation to
another city, as the new ownership group was committed to keeping the team in Sacramento. The
purchase was approved by the NBA, ensuring the Kings remained a cornerstone of the Sacramento sports

community.



Vivek Ranadivé and New Leadership

Vivek Ranadivé's ownership marked a new era focused on innovation, community involvement, and

competitive rebuilding. The ownership group’s priorities included:

¢ Building a state-of-the-art arena, the Golden 1 Center
o Strengthening local fan engagement and outreach

¢ Investing in player development and front-office expertise

Under this ownership, the Kings have sought to enhance their NBA standing by emphasizing stability and
growth both on and off the court.

Current Ownership and Future Prospects

The current Sacramento Kings ownership history reflects a committed and stable group focused on long-
term success. Vivek Ranadivé remains the principal owner, supported by a diversified investment group
that includes local and international partners. This ownership structure combines financial resources with a

strategic vision to elevate the franchise's competitiveness and market presence.

Ownership Objectives Moving Forward

The Kings’ current ownership aims to:

Maintain Sacramento as the team's permanent home

Invest in player talent and organizational infrastructure

Expand the fan base regionally and nationally

Enhance community programs and social responsibility initiatives

With a focus on sustainability and growth, the ownership group is positioned to guide the Sacramento

Kings through the evolving landscape of professional basketball.



Frequently Asked Questions

Who were the original owners of the Sacramento Kings?

The Sacramento Kings were originally owned by a group led by the Maloof family, who purchased the

team in 1998 when it relocated from Kansas City to Sacramento.

When did the Maloof family sell the Sacramento Kings?

The Maloof family sold the Sacramento Kings in 2013 amid financial difficulties and pressure to relocate the

team.

Who purchased the Sacramento Kings from the Maloof family?

A group led by Vivek Ranadivé purchased the Sacramento Kings in 2013, keeping the team in Sacramento.

Has the ownership of the Sacramento Kings changed since 2013?

Since 2013, Vivek Ranadivé has remained the principal owner of the Sacramento Kings, with no major

changes in ownership reported.

‘What impact did Vivek Ranadivé's ownership have on the Kings?

Under Vivek Ranadivé's ownership, the Sacramento Kings have focused on rebuilding the team, investing

in new management, and securing a new arena to improve the franchise's future prospects.

Were there any attempts to relocate the Sacramento Kings before the

current ownership?

Yes, prior to Vivek Ranadivé's purchase, the Maloof family explored relocating the Kings to cities like

Seattle, but the team ultimately remained in Sacramento after the sale.

Additional Resources

1. From Rochester to Sacramento: The Kings’ Ownership Journey

This book chronicles the Sacramento Kings' ownership history from their beginnings as the Rochester
Royals to their establishment in Sacramento. It highlights the key owners and their impact on the
franchise’s growth and identity. Readers gain insight into the challenges and triumphs faced by each

ownership group.

2. Kings of the Court: The Sacramento Kings and Their Owners



Delving into the personalities behind the Sacramento Kings, this book explores the lives and decisions of
the team’s various owners. It examines how ownership changes influenced team dynamics, fan
engagement, and the Kings’ place in NBA history. The narrative offers a behind-the-scenes look at

franchise management.

3. Building a Legacy: Ownership and the Sacramento Kings’ Evolution

This title focuses on how different ownership eras shaped the Sacramento Kings’ evolution both on and off
the court. It discusses investment strategies, arena developments, and community involvement
spearheaded by owners. The book provides a comprehensive overview of the franchise’s business and

cultural growth.

4. The Maloof Era: Transforming the Sacramento Kings

Focusing exclusively on the Maloof family’s tenure as owners, this book details their acquisition,
management style, and the controversies they faced. It covers key moments such as playoff runs and
relocation threats, offering an in-depth look at their influence on the franchise’s direction. Fans and

historians will appreciate the detailed account of this pivotal period.

5. Ownership Struggles and Triumphs: The Saga of the Sacramento Kings
This book offers a dramatic narrative of the conflicts and successes that have defined the Kings’ ownership
history. It covers boardroom battles, financial challenges, and fan activism that shaped the team’s destiny.

The story illustrates the complex relationship between ownership and community.

6. New Beginnings: The Sacramento Kings Under Vivek Ranadivé
Detailing the transition of ownership to Vivek Ranadivé, this book highlights the modernization efforts and
renewed ambitions for the Kings. It explores his vision for the franchise, including technological

innovations and community outreach. Readers learn how this era aims to stabilize and grow the Kings’

legacy.

7. The Sacramento Kings: A History of Ownership and Identity

This comprehensive history connects the dots between ownership changes and the evolving identity of
the Sacramento Kings. It discusses how each owner’s philosophy influenced team branding, player
acquisitions, and fan relationships. The book serves as a definitive guide for understanding the franchise’s

past.

8. Behind the Scenes: The Business of Owning the Sacramento Kings

Providing a deep dive into the financial and operational aspects of owning an NBA team, this book uses the
Sacramento Kings as a case study. It explains ownership responsibilities, revenue streams, and challenges
unique to the Kings’ market. Industry professionals and fans alike will find valuable insights into franchise

management.

9. From Struggles to Stability: The Sacramento Kings Ownership Timeline
This book traces the timeline of ownership transitions that led the Kings from periods of instability to a

more secure future. It highlights key milestones, ownership decisions, and fan involvement that shaped the



team’s trajectory. The narrative offers hope and perspective on the franchise’s enduring resilience.
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