
salvador dali date of birth

salvador dali date of birth is a fundamental piece of information that art historians, enthusiasts, and
cultural scholars often seek to understand the timeline of one of the 20th century’s most influential
surrealist artists. Salvador Dal�, renowned for his eccentric personality and extraordinary artistic
contributions, was born in the early 1900s, a period that shaped the modern art movement significantly. This
article delves into the exact details of Salvador Dal�’s birthdate, explores his early life and family
background, and examines how his formative years influenced his artistic journey. Additionally, it highlights key
milestones in his career and legacy, providing a comprehensive overview that contextualizes his birth within a
larger cultural and historical framework. Readers will gain insights into not only the date of birth but also
the significance of that era in Dal�’s development as a surrealist icon. The following sections detail these
aspects systematically for an in-depth understanding.
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Impact of Dal�’s Birth Date on His Artistic Career

Legacy and Commemoration of Salvador Dal�

Salvador Dal�’s Date of Birth and Early Life

Salvador Dal� was born on May 11, 1904, in Figueres, a small town in Catalonia, Spain. This date marks the
beginning of a life that would become synonymous with surrealism and avant-garde art. Being born in the early
20th century placed Dal� at the crossroads of major political, social, and artistic changes that influenced
his creative output. His early years were marked by a deep interest in drawing and a precocious talent that was
evident even in childhood. The environment of Catalonia, rich in culture and artistic tradition, played a pivotal
role in nurturing his creativity from a young age.

Significance of the Birthplace

Figueres, the town where Salvador Dal� was born, served as a critical backdrop for his early development.
The cultural vibrancy of Catalonia, combined with the natural landscapes surrounding Figueres, inspired many
of his initial sketches and ideas. This region’s artistic heritage provided a fertile ground for Dal�'s imagination
and experimentation.

Early Childhood and Education

Dal�’s early education was influenced by his parents’ encouragement, especially his father, who was a notary
and had a complex relationship with his son. Dal� attended drawing school at a young age and was recognized
for his artistic skills. His date of birth positioned him to grow up during an era of evolving artistic movements,
which later fed into his style and thematic choices.



Family Background and Childhood Influences

Understanding Salvador Dal�’s family background provides essential context to the significance of his date of
birth. Born into a middle-class family, Dal� was the son of Salvador Dal� i Cus� and Felipa Dom�nech Ferr�s.
His father was strict and authoritative, while his mother was more nurturing, which created a complex
emotional environment that influenced his personality and art.

Family Members and Their Roles

Salvador Dal� i Cus�: Dal�’s father, a strict notary, who was skeptical of his son’s artistic
ambitions.

Felipa Dom�nech Ferr�s: Dal�’s mother, who was supportive and encouraged his creativity until her
untimely death when Dal� was young.

Anna Maria Dal�: Dal�’s sister, who also played a role in his early life and family dynamics.

Influence of Early Loss and Family Dynamics

The death of Dal�’s mother when he was just 16 years old had a profound impact on him. This loss coincided
with a period of intense creative exploration and emotional turbulence. His father’s strictness contrasted with
his mother’s warmth, contributing to Dal�’s complex character and the themes of duality and subconscious
exploration that appear in his art.

Historical and Cultural Context of Dal�’s Birth Era

The early 20th century, specifically the year 1904 when Salvador Dal� was born, was a period of significant
change in Europe. This era was characterized by rapid industrialization, political upheaval, and the emergence of
new artistic movements that challenged traditional norms. Dal�’s birth during this transformative time
positioned him to become a pioneer in surrealism, a movement that emerged as a response to the complexities of
the modern age.

Artistic Movements Influencing Dal�

Dal�’s artistic development was influenced by several movements that were gaining momentum during his
formative years:

Impressionism: The use of color and light in early 20th-century art helped shape Dal�’s initial techniques.

Cubism: The fragmented forms and abstraction in Cubism influenced Dal�’s approach to perspective.

Dadaism: The anti-establishment ethos of Dadaism paved the way for the surrealist exploration of the
unconscious.

Surrealism: Emerging in the 1920s, this movement became the defining framework for Dal�’s artistic
expression.



Political and Social Environment

The political climate of Spain and Europe during Dal�’s early life was marked by tensions that culminated in the
Spanish Civil War (1936–1939). These events deeply affected Dal�’s worldview and are reflected in the
symbolism and themes of his later works. His date of birth places him in a generation that witnessed the
collapse of old regimes and the rise of modern ideologies.

Impact of Dal�’s Birth Date on His Artistic Career

The exact date of Salvador Dal�’s birth, May 11, 1904, is often referenced in studies of his life to understand
how the generational context influenced his path as an artist. Being born in the early 1900s allowed Dal� to
absorb the avant-garde currents that defined the first half of the 20th century. His career trajectory was
shaped by both the cultural environment of his youth and the historical events that unfolded during his
lifetime.

Early Career Milestones

Dal�’s early exhibitions and artistic experiments coincided with the rise of surrealism in the 1920s and 1930s.
His date of birth placed him at the ideal age to participate actively in this movement during its peak. Key
milestones include:

Enrollment at the Royal Academy of Fine Arts of San Fernando in Madrid.1.

First public exhibitions during the 1920s.2.

Collaboration with prominent surrealists like Andr� Breton.3.

Creation of some of his most famous works, such as "The Persistence of Memory" (1931).4.

Later Life and Continued Influence

Dal�’s birth date also contextualizes his long artistic career, which extended into the late 20th century. His
work evolved over decades, maintaining relevance and influence across multiple generations. His age during key
historical moments allowed him to adapt and innovate continually.

Legacy and Commemoration of Salvador Dal�

The legacy of Salvador Dal� is inseparable from the recognition of his birth date as a starting point of an
extraordinary life. Museums, cultural institutions, and art historians commemorate May 11 as a day marking
the birth of a visionary artist who transformed surrealism and modern art. Dal�’s birthplace, Figueres, now
hosts the Dal� Theatre-Museum, dedicated to preserving and showcasing his work.

Annual Celebrations and Cultural Impact

Anniversary Events: May 11 is celebrated worldwide by art communities and institutions honoring
Dal�’s contributions.

Exhibitions: Special exhibitions often coincide with his birthday, highlighting different aspects of his work.



Educational Programs: Initiatives aimed at teaching new generations about Dal�’s influence often
reference his birth date as a historical anchor.

Enduring Influence on Art and Popular Culture

Dal�’s date of birth situates him as a figure whose work transcended his lifetime, influencing not only visual
arts but also literature, film, and fashion. His unique style and persona continue to inspire artists and
cultural producers around the globe.

Frequently Asked Questions

When was Salvador Dal� born?

Salvador Dal� was born on May 11, 1904.

What is the birth date of Salvador Dal�, the famous surrealist artist?

Salvador Dal� was born on May 11, 1904.

On which day and month was Salvador Dal� born?

Salvador Dal� was born on the 11th of May.

In what year was Salvador Dal� born?

Salvador Dal� was born in the year 1904.

What is the full birth date of Salvador Dal�?

The full birth date of Salvador Dal� is May 11, 1904.

Additional Resources
1. Salvador Dal�: The Birth of a Surrealist
This book explores the early life and influences of Salvador Dal�, focusing on the years surrounding his birth
in 1904. It delves into the cultural and historical context of Catalonia at the time, shedding light on how
Dal�’s environment shaped his unique artistic vision. Richly illustrated with early sketches and photographs,
the book offers a detailed portrait of the artist’s formative years.

2. The Early Years of Salvador Dal�: From Birth to Artistic Awakening
Tracing Dal�’s childhood and adolescence, this volume examines the personal and artistic developments that
began at his birth and continued through his youth. It highlights key moments that influenced his later
surrealist masterpieces. The narrative is supported by family anecdotes and archival materials that provide
insight into his early creative impulses.

3. Salvador Dal�: A Life Beginning in 1904
Focusing specifically on the significance of Dal�’s birth year, this book contextualizes global and local events
of 1904 and their impact on the newborn artist’s future. It combines historical research with art criticism to
present a comprehensive view of Dal�’s origins and legacy. The text emphasizes how the era’s cultural dynamics



contributed to Dal�’s groundbreaking work.

4. From Figueres to Fame: Salvador Dal�’s Birth and Early Inspirations
This book tells the story of Dal�’s birth in the town of Figueres and how the region’s landscape and culture
inspired his early creativity. It covers Dal�’s family background and early education, illustrating how these
factors laid the foundation for his surrealist style. The work includes detailed maps and historical
photographs of Dal�’s hometown.

5. The Birth of Genius: Salvador Dal�’s Formative Years
Analyzing Dal�’s birth and childhood, this book identifies the roots of his genius and eccentric personality. It
discusses the psychological and environmental elements that played a role in shaping his artistic identity. With
commentary from art historians and psychologists, the book offers a multidimensional perspective on Dal�’s
early life.

6. Salvador Dal� and the Artistic Milieu of Early 20th Century Spain
Examining the context of Dal�’s birth within the broader artistic movements of early 1900s Spain, this book
highlights the influences that surrounded the young artist. It provides an overview of the cultural ferment in
Catalonia and how it nurtured Dal�’s talents from infancy. The book is richly supplemented with images of
contemporary artworks and cultural artifacts.

7. Salvador Dal�: Birth, Childhood, and the Road to Surrealism
This title traces the journey from Dal�’s birth through his childhood to his eventual embrace of surrealism. It
explores the personal experiences and historical events that shaped his worldview and artistic direction. The
book combines biography with art analysis to illuminate the connection between Dal�’s early life and his later
works.

8. Salvador Dal�’s Birthplace and Legacy: Figueres in Focus
Focusing on the significance of Figueres, the town where Dal� was born in 1904, this book highlights how place
and heritage influenced his art. It presents a detailed history of Figueres and its cultural environment during
Dal�’s youth. The book also discusses how Dal�’s legacy continues to impact the town and the art world.

9. The Origins of Salvador Dal�: Birth, Family, and Early Influences
This comprehensive biography centers on Dal�’s birth and the family dynamics that contributed to his
development. It explores the roles of his parents and siblings, as well as the early artistic experiences that
shaped his future career. The book offers a nuanced look at the personal background behind one of the 20th
century’s most iconic artists.
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