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When it comes to household appliances, water heaters play a crucial role in ensuring
comfort and convenience. The Ruud PE2 52 2 water heater is a popular choice among
homeowners for its reliability and efficiency. This article serves as a comprehensive
manual for the Ruud PE2 52 2 water heater, covering installation, operation, maintenance,
troubleshooting, and safety tips. By understanding how to effectively utilize this water
heater, homeowners can enjoy hot water with peace of mind.

Overview of the Ruud PE2 52 2 Water Heater

The Ruud PE2 52 2 is a high-efficiency electric water heater designed for residential use.
It features a compact design suitable for both small and large spaces. With a capacity of
52 gallons, this model is ideal for families or households with higher hot water demands.
Key specifications include:

- Type: Electric

- Capacity: 52 gallons

- Recovery Rate: Approximately 20 gallons per hour
- Voltage: 240V

- Wattage: 4500W

- Dimensions: Varies by model

Key Features

1. Energy Efficiency: The Ruud PE2 52 2 is designed to minimize energy consumption,
saving homeowners money on utility bills.

2. Durable Construction: With a glass-lined tank and anode rod, this water heater is built
to withstand corrosion and extend longevity.

3. User-Friendly Controls: The intuitive control panel allows for easy temperature
adjustments.

4. Safety Features: Equipped with multiple safety mechanisms, including a temperature
and pressure relief valve.

Installation Guide

Installing the Ruud PE2 52 2 water heater requires careful planning and adherence to
local building codes. It is recommended to consult a professional plumber or technician for
installation. However, for those who wish to undertake the process themselves, here is a
step-by-step guide:



Tools and Materials Needed

- Pipe wrenches

- Screwdrivers (flathead and Phillips)

- Teflon tape

- Flexible water supply hoses

- Electrical wiring and circuit breaker (if not already in place)
- Level

Step-by-Step Installation Process

1. Preparation:

- Choose an appropriate location for the water heater, ensuring it is accessible and
complies with local codes.

- Shut off the main water supply and electricity to the area.

2. Assemble the Water Heater:
- Remove the water heater from its packaging and inspect for any damage.
- If necessary, attach the legs or mounting brackets.

3. Connect Water Lines:
- Use Teflon tape on the threads of the inlet and outlet connections.
- Connect the cold water supply line to the inlet and the hot water line to the outlet.

4. Electrical Connections:

- Ensure the electrical supply is turned off.

- Connect the wiring to the water heater according to the wiring diagram in the manual.
Make sure to use the correct gauge wire and circuit breaker.

- Secure the electrical connection with a junction box cover.

5. Fill the Tank:
- Open a hot water faucet in the house to allow air to escape.
- Turn on the cold water supply to fill the tank. Close the faucet when water flows steadily.

6. Test the Heater:

- Turn on the power supply to the water heater.

- Adjust the thermostat to the desired temperature, typically set between 120°F and
140°F.

- Allow the heater to run for a few hours before testing the hot water.

Operating Instructions

Once installed, operating the Ruud PE2 52 2 water heater is straightforward. Follow these
guidelines for optimal performance:



Temperature Settings

- The recommended temperature setting is 120°F. This temperature is sufficient for most
household needs and helps prevent scalding.

- Adjust the temperature using the thermostat located on the control panel. The control
panel typically has a simple interface with up and down buttons.

Regular Use

- To ensure efficient operation, use hot water consistently. Frequent use helps maintain
the water temperature and efficiency.
- Avoid running multiple hot water sources simultaneously to prevent cold water mixing.

Maintenance Guidelines

Regular maintenance is essential to prolong the lifespan of the Ruud PE2 52 2 water
heater. Here are the key maintenance tasks:

Annual Inspection

1. Check for Leaks: Inspect all connections and the tank for any signs of leaks.
2. Test the Pressure Relief Valve: Lift the valve lever to ensure it operates correctly. Water
should flow freely, and the valve should reseat properly afterward.

Flushing the Tank

Flushing the tank removes sediment buildup, which can affect performance and efficiency.

1. Turn off the power supply: Ensure the heater is off before performing maintenance.
2. Attach a garden hose: Connect it to the drain valve at the bottom of the tank.

3. Open the drain valve: Allow the water to flow out until it runs clear.

4. Close the drain valve: Remove the hose and refill the tank.

Insulate Pipes

Insulating hot water pipes helps maintain temperature and reduce energy consumption.
Use foam insulation sleeves for exposed pipes.



Troubleshooting Common Issues

While the Ruud PE2 52 2 water heater is designed for reliability, issues may arise. Here
are some common problems and their solutions:

Problem: No Hot Water

- Check the Power Supply: Ensure the circuit breaker is not tripped, and the heater is
receiving power.
- Inspect the Thermostat: Ensure it is set to the desired temperature.

Problem: Insufficient Hot Water

- Adjust the Temperature: Increase the thermostat setting.
- Check for Sediment Buildup: Flushing the tank may help improve performance.

Problem: Water Leaks

- Inspect Connections: Tighten any loose connections and check the drain valve.
- Examine the Tank: If the tank is leaking, it may need to be replaced.

Safety Tips

Safety is paramount when operating a water heater. Keep the following safety tips in
mind:

- Install a Temperature and Pressure Relief Valve: This prevents excessive pressure
buildup within the tank.

- Regularly Inspect the Heater: Look for signs of wear and tear or leaks.

- Keep the Area Clear: Ensure that the area around the water heater is free from clutter
and flammable materials.

- Educate Family Members: Make sure everyone understands how to operate the heater
and what to do in case of an emergency.

Conclusion

The Ruud PE2 52 2 water heater is an excellent choice for homeowners seeking a reliable
and efficient hot water solution. By following the guidelines in this manual, users can
ensure proper installation, operation, and maintenance, leading to years of dependable
service. Whether you are a seasoned DIY enthusiast or a first-time user, understanding the



features and best practices for the Ruud PE2 52 2 will enhance your home’s comfort and
convenience.

Frequently Asked Questions

Where can I find the RUUD PE2 52 2 water heater
manual online?

You can find the RUUD PE2 52 2 water heater manual on the official RUUD website under
the support or manuals section. Additionally, websites like ManualsLib or Scribd may host
downloadable PDFs of the manual.

What are the key specifications of the RUUD PE2 52 2
water heater?

The RUUD PE2 52 2 water heater typically features a 52-gallon tank, offers both electric
and gas options, and has a high recovery rate, making it suitable for medium to large
households.

How do I troubleshoot common issues with the RUUD
PE2 52 2 water heater?

Common troubleshooting steps for the RUUD PE2 52 2 water heater include checking the
power supply, ensuring the thermostat is set correctly, inspecting for leaks, and verifying
that the pilot light is lit (for gas models). Refer to the manual for detailed procedures.

What maintenance is recommended for the RUUD PE2
52 2 water heater?

Regular maintenance for the RUUD PE2 52 2 includes flushing the tank annually to
remove sediment buildup, checking the anode rod every few years, and ensuring the
temperature and pressure relief valve is functioning properly.

What is the warranty coverage for the RUUD PE2 52 2
water heater?

The RUUD PE2 52 2 water heater typically comes with a limited warranty that covers the
tank and parts for a specific number of years, usually around 6 to 12 years, depending on
the model and purchase conditions. Always refer to the manual for exact warranty details.
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