
roald dahl the big friendly giant
roald dahl the big friendly giant is a beloved children's book written by the iconic author Roald
Dahl. This captivating story introduces readers to the Big Friendly Giant, or BFG, a gentle giant who
differs from the other giants in Dahl’s imaginative world. The narrative blends fantasy, adventure,
and humor, making it a timeless classic in children's literature. This article explores the origins of
the book, its main themes, character analysis, and its impact on readers and popular culture.
Additionally, it highlights the storytelling style of Roald Dahl and the unique elements that make The
Big Friendly Giant stand out among his other works. The following sections provide a comprehensive
overview of the book and its significance.
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About Roald Dahl and The Big Friendly Giant
Roald Dahl is one of the most celebrated authors of children's literature, known for his imaginative
storytelling and unique characters. Roald dahl the big friendly giant was first published in 1982
and represents one of his later works. Dahl’s stories often feature whimsical elements mixed with
darker undertones, but the BFG stands out due to its warmth and kindness. The Big Friendly Giant
reflects Dahl’s ability to create fantastical worlds that appeal to children while addressing themes of
friendship and bravery.

Author Background
Roald Dahl was a British novelist, short story writer, poet, and screenwriter. His diverse career
included experiences as a fighter pilot during World War II, which influenced his vivid storytelling.
Dahl’s works, including Charlie and the Chocolate Factory and Matilda, have been translated into
numerous languages and adapted into films and plays. The Big Friendly Giant adds to his legacy by
showcasing his talent for blending imagination with meaningful life lessons.

Publication and Reception
The Big Friendly Giant was published by Jonathan Cape in 1982 and has since become a staple in
children’s literature. Upon release, it received critical acclaim for its originality and Dahl’s
distinctive narrative voice. The book’s reception highlighted its appeal to both children and adults,



making it a favorite in classrooms and homes worldwide.

Plot Summary of The Big Friendly Giant
The story follows a young orphan girl named Sophie who encounters the Big Friendly Giant during
the night. Unlike other giants who eat humans, the BFG is kind-hearted and subsists on a diet of
snozzcumbers, a peculiar vegetable. Sophie and the BFG form a strong friendship and set out to stop
the other giants from terrorizing the human world. The plot combines adventure, humor, and the
triumph of good over evil, engaging readers through its imaginative narrative.

Sophie’s Encounter with the BFG
Sophie’s initial meeting with the BFG takes place in Giant Country, where she is taken by surprise
but quickly realizes the BFG’s gentle nature. This meeting sets the stage for their joint quest to
protect children from the dangerous giants. The development of their friendship is central to the
story’s emotional impact.

The Quest to Stop the Other Giants
After learning about the threat posed by the other giants, Sophie and the BFG devise a plan to alert
the human authorities. They collaborate with the Queen of England, who helps them capture the
giants and bring peace to the world. This journey highlights themes of courage, teamwork, and
justice.

Main Characters and Their Roles
The characters in roald dahl the big friendly giant are vividly drawn and contribute significantly
to the story’s appeal. Each character serves a distinct purpose in advancing the plot and reinforcing
the book’s themes.

The Big Friendly Giant (BFG)
The BFG is the protagonist and a gentle giant who refuses to follow the cruel ways of his peers. He
is characterized by his kindness, intelligence, and unique way of speaking, which adds charm and
humor to the narrative. The BFG’s protective nature towards Sophie and his determination to stop
the other giants make him an endearing hero.

Sophie
Sophie is a brave and resourceful orphan who becomes the BFG’s companion. Her curiosity and
courage drive much of the plot, and her friendship with the BFG underscores the importance of
empathy and trust. Sophie’s perspective also grounds the fantastical elements of the story in
relatable human emotions.



The Other Giants
The other giants serve as antagonists, representing danger and cruelty. Their menacing behavior
contrasts sharply with the BFG’s kindness, emphasizing the story’s moral distinctions. Despite their
fearsome nature, the giants are ultimately overcome through the combined efforts of Sophie, the
BFG, and the Queen.

Themes and Literary Elements
Roald dahl the big friendly giant incorporates several themes and literary techniques that
enhance its storytelling and educational value. These elements contribute to the book’s enduring
popularity among readers of all ages.

Friendship and Compassion
The friendship between Sophie and the BFG is central to the narrative, illustrating how kindness can
transcend differences. The story promotes compassion as a powerful force for change and highlights
the value of understanding others.

Good Versus Evil
The conflict between the benevolent BFG and the malevolent giants represents the classic theme of
good versus evil. This dichotomy is presented in a way that is accessible to children, teaching moral
lessons through engaging storytelling.

Imaginative Language and Creativity
Dahl’s use of playful language, including the BFG’s unique dialect, enriches the reading experience.
The creation of fantastical elements such as snozzcumbers and dream-catching adds depth to the
imaginative world and stimulates creativity in young readers.

Playful dialogue and invented words

Fantasy settings and magical elements

Humor and lighthearted tone

Clear moral distinctions



Impact and Legacy of The Big Friendly Giant
The Big Friendly Giant has left a significant mark on children’s literature and popular culture. Its
themes, characters, and storytelling have influenced numerous adaptations and inspired new
generations of readers and creators.

Adaptations and Media
The book has been adapted into various formats, including animated films, stage plays, and
audiobooks. These adaptations have helped maintain the story’s relevance and introduced it to wider
audiences. The 2016 animated film adaptation, in particular, brought the characters and story to life
with modern animation techniques and voice acting.

Educational Use
Schools and educators frequently use The Big Friendly Giant to teach reading comprehension,
vocabulary, and moral values. The book’s engaging narrative and positive messages make it a
valuable resource in literacy development and character education programs.

Enduring Popularity
Decades after its publication, The Big Friendly Giant continues to be a favorite among children and
adults alike. Its blend of fantasy, humor, and heartfelt themes ensures its place as a timeless classic
within Roald Dahl’s celebrated body of work.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is the author of 'The BFG' and what is the story about?
The author of 'The BFG' is Roald Dahl. The story is about a Big Friendly Giant who befriends a young
girl named Sophie and together they set out to stop the other giants from eating humans.

What makes the Big Friendly Giant different from other giants
in the story?
The Big Friendly Giant is different because he is kind-hearted and refuses to eat humans, unlike the
other giants who are cruel and eat children.

When was 'The BFG' by Roald Dahl first published?
'The BFG' was first published in 1982.



What themes are explored in Roald Dahl's 'The BFG'?
The book explores themes of friendship, bravery, kindness, and the battle between good and evil.

Has 'The BFG' been adapted into any films or other media?
Yes, 'The BFG' has been adapted into several forms including an animated film in 1989 and a live-
action film directed by Steven Spielberg in 2016.

What age group is 'The BFG' suitable for?
'The BFG' is generally suitable for children aged 7 to 12, but it can be enjoyed by readers of all ages.

What is the significance of the language used by the Big
Friendly Giant?
The BFG speaks in a unique, playful language called 'Gobblefunk,' which adds humor and charm to
the story and reflects his gentle personality.

How does Sophie come to meet the Big Friendly Giant in the
story?
Sophie meets the Big Friendly Giant when she looks out her window one night and sees him catching
dreams. He takes her to Giant Country where their adventure begins.

Additional Resources
1. The BFG
Roald Dahl’s classic tale follows Sophie, a young orphan girl, who befriends the Big Friendly Giant
(BFG). Unlike other giants who are fearsome and eat humans, the BFG is kind-hearted and collects
dreams. Together, they embark on a mission to stop the man-eating giants from terrorizing the
human world. This enchanting story blends whimsy, adventure, and Dahl’s signature playful
language.

2. Fantastic Mr. Fox
This story features Mr. Fox, a clever and cunning character who outsmarts three mean farmers
trying to catch him. While not directly about the BFG, the book shares Dahl’s talent for creating
memorable animal characters with human traits. The book highlights themes of bravery,
intelligence, and family loyalty in a fun and engaging narrative.

3. James and the Giant Peach
Another imaginative story by Roald Dahl, this book follows young James on an incredible journey
inside a giant peach. Along the way, he meets a group of oversized, friendly insect friends. The
whimsical adventure and imaginative creatures echo the playful spirit found in The BFG.

4. Matilda
Matilda is a gifted young girl who uses her extraordinary intelligence and telekinetic powers to
overcome obstacles posed by her neglectful family and cruel school principal. While different in



theme, the book shares Dahl’s focus on the triumph of kindness and cleverness over cruelty. It’s a
beloved tale that complements the magical world Dahl creates in The BFG.

5. The Witches
This darker tale features a boy and his grandmother fighting against witches who disguise
themselves as ordinary women and plot to eliminate children. The story’s mixture of humor,
suspense, and magical elements is akin to the tone found in The BFG. It emphasizes courage and wit
in the face of danger.

6. George’s Marvellous Medicine
George concocts a magical medicine to teach his grumpy grandmother a lesson, resulting in
hilarious and unexpected consequences. Dahl’s inventive storytelling and the theme of mischievous
adventure align well with the playful spirit of The BFG. It’s a fun read filled with creativity and
humor.

7. The Twits
This book tells the story of the nasty Mr. and Mrs. Twit, whose mean tricks and pranks backfire in
comical ways. The mischievous tone and imaginative scenarios are reminiscent of the whimsical
style found in The BFG. It’s a humorous exploration of mean-spiritedness turned upside down.

8. Charlie and the Chocolate Factory
Charlie Bucket’s journey into Willy Wonka’s magical chocolate factory is filled with fantastical
inventions and quirky characters. Like The BFG, it showcases Dahl’s ability to create rich,
imaginative worlds that captivate readers of all ages. Themes of kindness, greed, and imagination
run throughout the story.

9. The Enormous Crocodile
This story follows the enormous crocodile as he tries to eat children using clever tricks, but his plans
are foiled by other animals. The book’s playful language and imaginative scenarios echo the tone
and creativity seen in The BFG. It’s a delightful tale about wit and teamwork overcoming danger.
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