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salesforce certified platform developer 1 exam questions are a critical component for candidates

preparing to earn the Salesforce Platform Developer I certification. This certification validates expertise

in designing, developing, and deploying custom applications on the Salesforce platform using Apex

and Visualforce. Understanding the types of exam questions, their structure, and key topics is essential

for success. This article explores the nature of these exam questions, provides insights into the exam

content, and offers strategies for effective preparation. Additionally, it covers the exam format, common

question categories, and recommended study resources. By mastering these elements, candidates can

approach the Salesforce Certified Platform Developer I exam with confidence and readiness.
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Understanding the Salesforce Certified Platform Developer I



Exam

The Salesforce Certified Platform Developer I exam is designed to assess a candidate’s ability to

develop custom business logic and interfaces using the Salesforce platform’s declarative and

programmatic capabilities. This credential is highly valued by organizations seeking skilled

professionals capable of building scalable and efficient applications. The exam typically consists of

multiple-choice and multiple-select questions that evaluate knowledge across a broad range of topics

including Apex programming, data modeling, and application lifecycle management.

Passing this exam demonstrates proficiency in Salesforce development tools and best practices,

making it a stepping stone for advanced certifications and career advancement in the Salesforce

ecosystem. Understanding the exam’s structure and objectives is crucial to targeting study efforts

effectively and ensuring a thorough grasp of all necessary skills.

Types of Exam Questions

The format of Salesforce Certified Platform Developer I exam questions varies to test different levels of

understanding and application abilities. Candidates can expect multiple-choice questions that require

selecting the single best answer as well as multiple-select questions where more than one answer may

be correct. These question types are designed to evaluate both theoretical knowledge and practical

problem-solving skills.

Additionally, scenario-based questions are common, presenting real-world development challenges that

require applying Salesforce platform features effectively. Understanding the nuances of Salesforce’s

declarative and programmatic tools is essential to correctly answering these questions.

Multiple-Choice Questions

These questions present a problem or concept with four or five answer options. Only one option is

correct, demanding precise knowledge of Salesforce development concepts.



Multiple-Select Questions

More complex than multiple-choice, these questions ask candidates to select two or more correct

answers from a list. They assess deeper understanding and the ability to distinguish between similar

concepts.

Scenario-Based Questions

These questions describe a business requirement or technical problem and ask for the best solution

using Salesforce development techniques. They test the candidate’s analytical skills and practical

knowledge application.

Key Topics Covered in the Exam

The Salesforce Certified Platform Developer I exam questions cover a comprehensive range of topics

essential for effective application development on the Salesforce platform. Familiarity with these areas

is critical for success.

Apex Programming: Understanding Apex syntax, triggers, classes, and asynchronous processing.

Data Modeling and Management: Designing custom objects, fields, relationships, and managing

data integrity.

Logic and Process Automation: Implementing declarative automation using Process Builder,

Workflow Rules, and Flow.

User Interface Development: Building Visualforce pages and Lightning components.

Testing and Debugging: Writing test classes, debugging Apex code, and ensuring code coverage

compliance.



Performance and Security: Best practices for governor limits, sharing model, and security

controls.

Each of these topics is tested through exam questions that assess both theoretical understanding and

practical application, ensuring candidates can develop robust Salesforce solutions.

Effective Preparation Strategies

Preparing for the Salesforce Certified Platform Developer I exam requires a structured approach that

combines study, practice, and hands-on experience. Familiarity with the exam objectives and question

formats is essential to optimize study time and improve performance.

Review Official Study Materials

Salesforce provides official exam guides, trailhead modules, and documentation that outline the

knowledge domains and skills tested. Thoroughly reviewing these resources helps build foundational

knowledge.

Practice with Sample Questions

Engaging with sample exam questions similar to the actual test enhances familiarity with question

styles and difficulty levels. This practice also aids in time management during the exam.

Hands-On Experience

Building real-world applications and experimenting with the Salesforce platform improves

understanding of concepts and their practical implementation. Practical experience is invaluable for

answering scenario-based questions.



Join Study Groups and Forums

Participating in community discussions and study groups provides additional insights, clarifies doubts,

and exposes candidates to diverse problem-solving approaches.

Sample Salesforce Certified Platform Developer I Exam

Questions

To illustrate the nature of Salesforce Certified Platform Developer I exam questions, consider the

following examples, which encompass common topics and question formats.

What is the primary purpose of an Apex trigger?1.

To automate business processes declaratively

To execute custom actions before or after database operations

To create user interfaces

To manage user permissions

Which of the following are valid Salesforce governor limits? (Select two)2.

Total number of SOQL queries issued

Number of Visualforce pages created

Total heap size



Number of installed packages

In a Visualforce page, which tag is used to bind data from a controller?3.

<apex:inputText>

<apex:outputPanel>

<apex:page>

<apex:dataTable>

What is the recommended way to deploy Apex code to a production environment?4.

Using the Developer Console

Directly writing code in production

Through change sets or metadata API deployments with tests

Copying code manually via the Setup menu

These sample questions reflect the exam's emphasis on both conceptual knowledge and practical

application, underscoring the importance of comprehensive preparation.



Frequently Asked Questions

What topics are covered in the Salesforce Certified Platform Developer

I exam?

The exam covers Salesforce fundamentals, data modeling and management, logic and process

automation, user interface development, testing, debugging, and deployment.

How many questions are on the Salesforce Certified Platform

Developer I exam and what is the passing score?

The exam consists of 60 multiple-choice questions, and the passing score is typically 65% or higher.

What types of questions can I expect on the Platform Developer I

exam?

You can expect multiple-choice questions, scenario-based questions, and questions that test your

knowledge of Apex programming, Visualforce, Lightning components, and Salesforce declarative

features.

Are there any recommended study resources for the Salesforce

Platform Developer I exam?

Recommended resources include the official Salesforce Developer Guide, Trailhead modules, practice

exams, and hands-on experience with Salesforce development environments.

How important is hands-on experience for passing the Platform

Developer I exam?

Hands-on experience is crucial as it helps reinforce practical understanding of Apex coding, triggers,

Lightning components, and debugging, which are essential for the exam and real-world application.



Can I retake the Salesforce Certified Platform Developer I exam if I

fail?

Yes, if you fail, you can retake the exam. Salesforce typically allows retakes after a 24-hour waiting

period, with additional fees for subsequent attempts.

Additional Resources

1. Salesforce Platform Developer I Certification Guide

This comprehensive guide covers all the key topics necessary to pass the Salesforce Platform

Developer I exam. It includes detailed explanations of Apex programming, Visualforce, Lightning

components, and SOQL queries. The book also features practice questions and real-world scenarios

to help reinforce learning and build confidence.

2. Salesforce Platform Developer I Exam Practice Questions & Answers

Designed specifically for exam preparation, this book offers a wide range of practice questions with

detailed answers. It helps candidates identify their weak areas and focus their study efforts effectively.

The explanations provided for each answer deepen understanding of platform development concepts.

3. Mastering Salesforce Platform Development: Platform Developer I Study Guide

This study guide breaks down complex development concepts into easy-to-understand sections. It

covers the Salesforce data model, Apex triggers, asynchronous processing, and user interface

customization. The book includes tips and best practices from certified developers to help readers

succeed.

4. Salesforce Platform Developer I: Exam Preparation Workbook

A hands-on workbook filled with exercises and quizzes tailored to the Platform Developer I exam

syllabus. It encourages active learning through coding challenges and scenario-based questions. Ideal

for self-study, the workbook helps solidify knowledge through practical application.



5. Salesforce Certified Platform Developer I Exam Questions and Answers

This resource compiles a broad selection of exam-like questions to simulate the testing experience.

Each question is accompanied by detailed explanations and references to official Salesforce

documentation. The book is useful for identifying gaps and improving exam readiness.

6. Practical Salesforce Development Without Code: Platform Developer I Essentials

Focusing on declarative development alongside Apex basics, this book prepares candidates for the

exam while enhancing their practical skills. It covers Lightning App Builder, Process Builder, and Flow

alongside traditional coding topics. Readers gain a balanced understanding of both code and no-code

solutions.

7. Salesforce Platform Developer I Certification All-in-One Exam Guide

An all-encompassing resource that includes theory, practice questions, and exam tips. It dives deep

into Salesforce architecture, security, integration, and deployment strategies. This guide is designed to

help candidates develop a well-rounded grasp of the platform developer role.

8. Lightning Components and Apex for Salesforce Platform Developer I

This book specializes in teaching the creation and management of Lightning components using Apex.

It explains component architecture, JavaScript integration, and best practices for building responsive

user interfaces. The content is aligned with exam objectives related to Lightning development.

9. Salesforce Platform Developer I Exam Cram

A concise and focused review book that highlights the most important topics for the exam. It provides

quick-reference summaries, memory aids, and practice questions to maximize study efficiency. Perfect

for last-minute revision and reinforcing key concepts before test day.
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