
ross portfolio essays examples
Ross portfolio essays examples are crucial for prospective students who aim to gain admission to
the University of Michigan's Ross School of Business. Crafting these essays effectively allows
applicants to showcase their unique experiences, aspirations, and fit for the program. This article
will provide an overview of what Ross portfolio essays entail, tips for writing them, and examples to
inspire your own writing.

Understanding the Ross Portfolio Essays

The Ross School of Business emphasizes the importance of personal storytelling in its admissions
process. The portfolio essays are designed to help the admissions committee understand candidates
beyond their academic achievements and professional experiences. These essays provide an
opportunity to reflect on personal growth, leadership experiences, and career aspirations.

Purpose of the Portfolio Essays

The main objectives of the portfolio essays include:

- Showcasing individuality: The essays allow candidates to present their unique backgrounds and
perspectives.
- Demonstrating self-reflection: Applicants are encouraged to reflect on their experiences and how
these have shaped their career goals.
- Highlighting alignment with Ross values: The essays should convey how the applicant's values align
with the mission and culture of the Ross School of Business.

Essay Prompts and Structure

Typically, the Ross portfolio essays consist of two main prompts. While the exact prompts may vary
from year to year, they generally focus on personal and professional experiences.

Common Essay Prompts:

1. Describe your career goals and how the Ross MBA will help you achieve them.
2. Share an experience where you demonstrated leadership and what you learned from it.

Each essay should follow a structured approach:

- Introduction: Set the stage for your story and introduce the main themes.
- Body: Provide detailed examples and narratives that illustrate your points.
- Conclusion: Reflect on the significance of the experiences discussed and tie them back to your
future goals.



Tips for Writing Effective Portfolio Essays

Crafting compelling portfolio essays requires careful thought and planning. Here are some tips to
keep in mind:

1. Start Early

Begin writing your essays well in advance of the application deadline. This gives you ample time to
brainstorm, draft, revise, and seek feedback.

2. Be Authentic

Admissions committees value honesty and authenticity. Share your true experiences and aspirations
rather than what you think the committee wants to hear.

3. Use Specific Examples

Illustrate your points with specific examples from your life. This could include professional projects,
volunteer work, or personal challenges.

4. Reflect on Your Learning

For each experience you describe, take time to reflect on what you learned. How did it shape your
leadership style or career ambitions?

5. Connect to Ross

Demonstrate how your experiences and aspirations align with the values and offerings of the Ross
School of Business. Mention specific programs, clubs, or faculty that resonate with you.

Examples of Ross Portfolio Essays

To provide clarity on how to approach your own essays, here are two example outlines based on
common prompts.



Example 1: Career Goals and the Role of Ross

Prompt: Describe your career goals and how the Ross MBA will help you achieve them.

Outline:

- Introduction:
- Briefly introduce your current career status and your long-term career aspirations.
- Mention your motivation for pursuing an MBA at Ross.

- Body:
- Current Position: Describe your current role, responsibilities, and specific achievements that relate
to your career goals.
- Career Goals: Clearly articulate your short-term and long-term career goals. For instance,
transitioning into a leadership role in a specific industry.
- Why Ross: Highlight specific resources at Ross that will help you achieve these goals, such as:
- Leadership Development programs
- Industry-specific clubs or initiatives
- Faculty with expertise in your area of interest.

- Conclusion:
- Reflect on how an MBA from Ross is not just a degree, but a transformational experience that will
enhance your skills and network.

Example 2: Leadership Experience

Prompt: Share an experience where you demonstrated leadership and what you learned from it.

Outline:

- Introduction:
- Set the stage by briefly describing the context of the leadership experience.

- Body:
- Description of the Situation: Provide details about the project or situation where you exhibited
leadership.
- Actions Taken: Describe the steps you took to lead your team or initiative, emphasizing your
decision-making and communication skills.
- Challenges Faced: Discuss any challenges you encountered and how you overcame them. Highlight
your problem-solving abilities and resilience.
- Lessons Learned: Reflect on what this experience taught you about leadership and how it will
influence your future endeavors.

- Conclusion:
- Tie the experience back to your goals. Explain how the lessons learned will inform your approach to
leadership in your future career and at Ross.



Final Thoughts

Writing compelling Ross portfolio essays is a critical step in your application process. By sharing
your authentic self through thoughtful narratives, you can create a strong impression on the
admissions committee. Remember to reflect deeply on your experiences, connect them to your
future goals, and relate them back to the Ross School of Business. With careful planning and
execution, your portfolio essays can effectively showcase why you are an ideal candidate for the
program.

In conclusion, take the time to revise your essays, seek feedback, and ensure your final submission is
polished and reflective of your true self. Good luck!

Frequently Asked Questions

What should I include in my Ross portfolio essay?
Your Ross portfolio essay should include personal achievements, professional experiences,
leadership roles, and specific examples that highlight your skills and values. Focus on what makes
you unique and how you can contribute to the Ross community.

How long should my Ross portfolio essay be?
Typically, the Ross portfolio essay is expected to be around 750 words. However, always check the
latest guidelines provided by the admissions office for any specific requirements.

What are common themes in successful Ross portfolio essays?
Successful Ross portfolio essays often emphasize themes like leadership, teamwork, personal
growth, and a commitment to community. They also showcase resilience and the ability to overcome
challenges.

Can I include professional work projects in my Ross portfolio
essay?
Yes, including professional work projects is encouraged as they highlight your real-world experience
and problem-solving skills. Make sure to discuss your specific contributions and the impact of these
projects.

How can I make my Ross portfolio essay stand out?
To make your essay stand out, use a personal narrative that engages the reader, incorporate specific
examples that illustrate your skills and experiences, and clearly articulate your goals and how Ross
will help you achieve them.



Should I use a formal or informal tone in my Ross portfolio
essay?
Aim for a professional yet approachable tone. While it’s important to maintain professionalism, your
personality should shine through to create a connection with the reader.

What mistakes should I avoid in my Ross portfolio essay?
Avoid clichés, vague statements, and overly complex language. Additionally, steer clear of focusing
too much on academic achievements without demonstrating personal growth or leadership
experiences.

How many drafts should I write for my Ross portfolio essay?
It's advisable to write multiple drafts—at least 3-5—to refine your ideas, improve clarity, and
enhance the overall quality. Seek feedback from peers or mentors during this process.
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