ROCKY MOUNTAIN ARSENAL HISTORY

Rocky MOUNTAIN ARSENAL IS A SITE STEEPED IN HISTORY, TRANSFORMATION, AND ENVIRONMENTAL RESTORATION. LocAaTeD
JUST NORTHEAST OF DOWNTOWN DENVER, COLORADO, THIS AREA HAS TRANSITIONED FROM A MILITARY MANUFACTURING SITE
TO A WILDLIFE REFUGE, SHOWCASING THE RESILIENCE OF NATURE AND THE IMPORTANCE OF CONSERVATION. THE JOURNEY OF THE
Rocky MOUNTAIN ARSENAL REFLECTS A COMPLEX NARRATIVE OF INDUSTRIAL GROWTH, MILITARY NECESSITY, AND ECOLOGICAL
HEALING.

EARLY HISTORY AND ESTABLISHMENT

Rocky MOUNTAIN ARSENAL'S HISTORY BEGINS IN THE EARLY 20TH CENTURY. ORIGINALLY, THE LAND WAS USED FOR
AGRICULTURAL PURPOSES, AND IT WAS PRIMARILY INHABITED BY FARMERS AND RANCHERS. HOWEVER, THE ONSET OF W/ ORLD
W AR || MARKED A SIGNIFICANT TURNING POINT.

\WorLd WAR Il ERA

1. MiLITARY IMPORTANCE: IN 1942, THE U.S. GOVERNMENT RECOGNIZED THE STRATEGIC NEED FOR A MANUFACTURING SITE
DEDICATED TO MUNITIONS AND CHEMICAL AGENTS. THE U.S. ARMY ACQUIRED APPROXIMATELY 17,000 ACRES OF LAND,
ESTABLISHING THE ROCkY MOUNTAIN ARSENAL AS A CHEMICAL WEAPONS PRODUCTION FACILITY.

2. ProDUCTION FACILITY: THE ARSENAL PRODUCED A VARIETY OF MILITARY MATERIALS, INCLUDING:

- CHEMICAL AGENTS LIKE MUSTARD GAS AND NERVE AGENTS.

- MUNITIONS FOR THE WAR EFFORT, SUPPORTING ALLIED FORCES.

- \WEAPONRY THAT CONTRIBUTED TO THE MILITARY’S CAPABILITIES DURING THE CONFLICT.

PosT-W AR PerIOD

AFTER THE WAR, THE ARSENAL CONTINUED TO PRODUCE CHEMICAL WEAPONS AND OTHER MILITARY SUPPLIES DURING THE COLD
\X/ AR. HOWEVER, WITH CHANGING DEFENSE PRIORITIES AND THE REDUCTION IN MILITARY SPENDING, THE FACILITY WAS
EVENTUALLY CLOSED IN 1985.

ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS AND CLEANUP EFFORTS

THE LEGACY OF THE RoCkY MOUNTAIN ARSENAL WAS FAR FROM A PROUD ONE, AS THE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT OF ITS
OPERATIONS BEGAN TO SURFACE. THE PRODUCTION OF CHEMICAL WEAPONS LEFT A HAZARDOUS FOOTPRINT THAT WOULD
REQUIRE EXTENSIVE CLEANUP EFFORTS.

CONTAMINATION ISSUES

1. Toxic W ASTE: THE MANUFACTURING PROCESSES LEFT BEHIND A RANGE OF TOXIC SUBSTANCES, INCLUDING:

- HEAVY METALS.

- CHEMICAL SOLVENTS.

- RESIDUAL CHEMICAL AGENTS.

2. ENVIRONMENTAL DAMAGE: THE CONTAMINATION AFFECTED SOIL AND GROUNDWATER, POSING SERIOUS HEALTH RISKS TO
NEARBY COMMUNITIES AND WILDLIFE.



CLEANUP INITIATIVES

THE PATH TO RESTORATION BEGAN IN THE LATE 1980s:

- SUPERFUND DESIGNATION: IN 1985, THE SITE WAS PLACED ON THE ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY’S NATIONAL
PRIORITIES LIST, DESIGNATING IT AS A SUPERFUND SITE REQUIRING FEDERAL CLEANUP.

- COLLABORATIVE EFFORTS: A PARTNERSHIP BETWEEN THE U.S. ArMY, THE EPA, AND THE CoLORADO DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC
HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENT WAS FORMED TO TACKLE THE OVERWHELMING TASK OF REMEDIATION.

- REMEDIATION STRATEGIES: KEY STRATEGIES INCLUDED:

- EXCAVATION OF CONTAMINATED SOIL AND PROPER DISPOSAL.

- TREATMENT OF GROUNDWATER TO REMOVE TOXIC SUBSTANCES.

- RESTORATION OF THE NATURAL LANDSCAPE TO PROMOTE ECOLOGICAL REHABILITATION.

TRANSFORMATION INTO A WILDLIFE REFUGE

AS CLEANUP EFFORTS PROGRESSED, A SIGNIFICANT TRANSFORMATION BEGAN TO TAKE SHAPE. IN 1992, THE Rocky MOUNTAIN
ARSENAL WAS DESIGNATED AS A NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE, MARKING A NEW CHAPTER IN ITS HISTORY.

ESTABLISHMENT OF THE REFUGE

1. NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE SYSTEM: THE U.S. FiSH AND W/ILDLIFE SERVICE OFFICIALLY ESTABLISHED THE ROCKY
MOUNTAIN ARSENAL NATIONAL W ILDLIFE REFUGE TO PROTECT THE LAND AND PROVIDE HABITAT FOR VARIOUS SPECIES.
2. BIODIVERSITY: THE REFUGE IS NOW HOME TO AN IMPRESSIVE ARRAY OF WILDLIFE, INCLUDING:

- Bison

- Deer

- V ARIOUS BIRD SPECIES, INCLUDING BALD EAGLES AND MIGRATORY WATERFOWL.

ReESTORATION PROJECTS

THE TRANSFORMATION INVOLVED EXTENSIVE HABITAT RESTORATION PROJECTS:

- WETLAND RESTORATION: EFFORTS TO RESTORE WETLANDS HAVE IMPROVED WATER QUALITY AND PROVIDED ESSENTIAL
HABITATS FOR AQUATIC BIRDS AND OTHER WILDLIFE.

- GRASSLAND RESTORATION: NATIVE GRASSES WERE REINTRODUCED, PROVIDING FOOD AND SHELTER FOR DIVERSE WILDLIFE
SPECIES.

- POLLINATOR GARDENS: THE ESTABLISHMENT OF POLLINATOR HABITATS SUPPORTS BEES AND OTHER ESSENTIAL INSECTS,
PROMOTING BIODIVERSITY.

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT AND EDUCATION

THE Rocky MoOUNTAIN ARSENAL NATIONAL W/ILDLIFE REFUGE HAS BECOME A MODEL FOR COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT AND
ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION. THE SITE OFFERS A UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY FOR VISITORS TO LEARN ABOUT CONSERVATION AND
THE IMPORTANCE OF PROTECTING NATURAL HABITATS.

VISITOR PROGRAMS AND ACTIVITIES

1. EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS: THE REFUGE PROVIDES VARIOUS EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS FOR SCHOOLS AND COMMUNITY
GROUPS, PROMOTING AW ARENESS ABOUT WILDLIFE CONSERVATION.
2. WILDLIFE VIEWING: NUMEROUS TRAILS AND OBSERVATION POINTS ALLOW VISITORS TO EXPERIENCE THE RICH BIODIVERSITY



OF THE AREA, WITH OPPORTUNITIES TO SEE BISON, DEER, AND A VARIETY OF BIRD SPECIES IN THEIR NATURAL HABITATS.
3. VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES: THE REFUGE ENCOURAGES COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT THROUGH VOLUNTEER PROGRAMS,
ALLOWING INDIVIDUALS TO PARTICIPATE IN RESTORATION EFFORTS AND HABITAT MAINTENANCE.

RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES

THE REFUGE ALSO OFFERS A RANGE OF RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES FOR VISITORS:

- HIKING AND BIKING: \WELL-MAINTAINED TRAILS PROVIDE OPPORTUNITIES FOR HIKING AND BIKING, ALLOWING VISITORS TO
EXPLORE THE SCENIC LANDSCAPES.

- PHOTOGRAPHY: THE DIVERSE ECOSYSTEMS AND WILDLIFE PRESENT EXCELLENT OPPORTUNITIES FOR PHOTOGRAPHY
ENTHUSIASTS.

- BIRDWATCHING: WITH oVvER 300 SPECIES OF BIRDS RECORDED, THE SITE IS A HAVEN FOR BIRDWATCHERS AND NATURE
LOVERS.

ConcrLusioN: A LEGACY OF RESILIENCE

THE STORY OF THE ROCkY MOUNTAIN ARSENAL IS A TESTAMENT TO THE RESILIENCE OF BOTH NATURE AND THE COMMUNITY.
FROM ITS ORIGINS AS A MILITARY MANUFACTURING SITE TO ITS CURRENT STATUS AS A THRIVING WILDLIFE REFUGE, THE
ARSENAL’S JOURNEY REFLECTS THE POTENTIAL FOR HEALING AND RESTORATION. AS THE SITE CONTINUES TO EVOLVE, IT SERVES
AS A REMINDER OF THE IMPORTANCE OF ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP AND THE IMPACT OF COLLECTIVE EFFORTS IN PRESERVING
OUR NATURAL HERITAGE.

IN SUMMARY, THE Rocky MOUNTAIN ARSENAL STANDS AS A SYMBOL OF TRANSFORMATION, SHOWCASING HOW A
CONTAMINATED AND NEGLECTED LANDSCAPE CAN BE RESTORED TO SUPPORT WILDLIFE AND EDUCATE FUTURE GENERATIONS.
THROUGH ONGOING CONSERVATION EFFORTS AND COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT, THIS REMARKABLE SITE NOT ONLY PRESERVES
HISTORY BUT ALSO FOSTERS A SUSTAINABLE FUTURE FOR BOTH WILDLIFE AND THE COMMUNITIES THAT SURROUND IT.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

W/HAT WAS THE ORIGINAL PURPOSE OF THE RoCckY MOUNTAIN ARSENAL?

THE RockY MOUNTAIN ARSENAL WAS ESTABLISHED IN 1942 AS A CHEMICAL WEAPONS MANUFACTURING FACILITY DURING
W oRrLD W AR Il.

How DID THE MISSION OF THE RockY MOUNTAIN ARSENAL CHANGE AFTER W ORLD
W AR lI?

AFTER WoRLD W AR I, THE RockY MOUNTAIN ARSENAL SHIFTED ITS FOCUS FROM CHEMICAL WEAPONS TO THE PRODUCTION
OF CONVENTIONAL MUNITIONS AND LATER TO ENVIRONMENTAL CLEANUP EFFORTS.

WHAT SIGNIFICANT ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES DID THE ROCKY MOUNTAIN ARSENAL FACE?

THE SITE FACED SEVERE CONTAMINATION FROM HAZARDOUS WASTE AND CHEMICALS, LEADING TO EXTENSIVE CLEANUP EFFORTS
BY THE U.S. ARMY AND THE ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY.

\W/HEN WAS THE RockY MOUNTAIN ARSENAL DESIGNATED AS A NATIONAL W ILDLIFE
REFUGE?

IN 2004, THE Rocky MOUNTAIN ARSENAL WAS DESIGNATED AS A NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE, TRANSFORMING IT FROM AN



INDUSTRIAL SITE TO A PROTECTED NATURAL AREA.

\W/HAT WILDLIFE CAN BE FOUND IN THE RockY MoUNTAIN ARSENAL NATIONAL W ILDLIFE
REFUGE TODAY?

TODAY, THE REFUGE IS HOME TO A VARIETY OF WILDLIFE, INCLUDING BISON, DEER, COYOTES, AND NUMEROUS BIRD SPECIES,
MAKING IT A VITAL HABITAT IN THE DENVER AREA.

\W/HAT ROLE DOES THE RockY MOUNTAIN ARSENAL PLAY IN PUBLIC EDUCATION AND
RECREATION?

THE Rocky MoUNTAIN ARSENAL NATIONAL W ILDLIFE REFUGE OFFERS EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS, HIKING TRAILS, AND WILDLIFE
VIEWING OPPORTUNITIES, PROMOTING AW ARENESS OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION.
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