
rightly dividing the word of truth scofield
Rightly Dividing the Word of Truth Scofield is a concept that has significantly influenced the
interpretation of biblical texts, particularly among dispensationalists. The phrase is derived from 2
Timothy 2:15, which encourages believers to “rightly divide the word of truth.” This article delves
into the origins of the phrase, its implications in biblical study, and the impact of C.I. Scofield's
teachings on this topic.

Understanding the Concept of Rightly Dividing

Rightly dividing the word of truth involves a careful examination and interpretation of Scripture to
discern the intended meaning of biblical texts. This approach emphasizes the importance of context,
both historical and literary, in understanding God's message.

The Biblical Foundation

The phrase "rightly dividing" comes from the King James Version (KJV) of 2 Timothy 2:15, which
states:

“Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly
dividing the word of truth.”

This verse serves as a directive to believers, urging them to engage in diligent study and accurate
interpretation of Scripture. The Greek word used for "rightly dividing" is "orthotomeo," which means
to cut straight or to handle correctly. This implies that the interpretation of Scripture should be done
with precision and care.

Dispensationalism and C.I. Scofield

Cyrus Ingerson Scofield (1843-1921) was an American theologian and minister whose teachings on
dispensationalism have had a profound impact on modern evangelical Christianity. He is best known
for the Scofield Reference Bible, which incorporates commentary and notes that emphasize a
dispensationalist view of Scripture.

The Dispensationalist Framework

Dispensationalism is a theological framework that divides history into distinct periods or
"dispensations," each characterized by different ways in which God interacts with humanity. Scofield
outlined seven dispensations:

1. Innocence (from Creation to the Fall)



2. Conscience (from the Fall to the Flood)
3. Human Government (from the Flood to Abraham)
4. Promise (from Abraham to Moses)
5. Law (from Moses to Christ)
6. Grace (from Pentecost to the Rapture)
7. Kingdom (the Millennial reign of Christ)

This framework helps believers to understand the progression of God’s plan and the various
covenants made throughout biblical history.

Rightly Dividing in Practice

The application of "rightly dividing" within the dispensationalist context involves recognizing the
different dispensations and understanding how God’s promises and instructions vary according to
each period. This leads to several key principles:

- Contextual Analysis: Each passage must be understood in its historical and cultural context.
- Hermeneutical Principles: Employing sound principles of interpretation, such as literal
interpretation where applicable.
- Understanding Covenants: Recognizing the differences between the Old Covenant (Law) and the
New Covenant (Grace).
- Recognizing Audience: Being aware of whom the Scripture was originally addressed, such as Jews
versus Gentiles.

The Importance of Rightly Dividing

Rightly dividing the word of truth is essential for several reasons:

1. Clarity in Interpretation

By dividing the word of truth correctly, believers can avoid misinterpretation and misapplication of
Scripture. This clarity is vital for teaching, preaching, and personal study.

2. Avoiding Confusion

Many Christians struggle with apparent contradictions in the Bible. Rightly dividing helps to clarify
these issues by placing passages within their proper dispensational context. For example,
understanding the differences between Old Testament law and New Testament grace can alleviate
confusion over issues such as salvation and righteousness.



3. Enhancing Spiritual Growth

A deeper understanding of Scripture through careful division fosters spiritual growth. Believers can
engage with the Word more effectively, leading to a stronger faith and a more profound relationship
with God.

4. Unity Among Believers

When church leaders and members adhere to sound principles of interpretation, it can foster unity
among believers. Disagreements often arise from misinterpretations, so a shared approach to rightly
dividing the Word can promote harmony within congregations.

Critiques of Scofield's Approach

While Scofield's view of rightly dividing the word of truth has been influential, it is not without its
critiques. Some scholars and theologians argue that:

- Overemphasis on Dispensations: Critics suggest that focusing too much on dispensationalism may
lead to a fragmented view of Scripture, neglecting the unity of God’s revelation throughout history.
- Literal Interpretation Limitations: An overly literal approach can sometimes miss the allegorical or
metaphorical meanings present in biblical texts.
- Exclusivity of Salvation: Some argue that Scofield’s teachings may imply an exclusivity in salvation,
particularly concerning the role of Israel in God’s plan versus the Church.

Conclusion

Rightly dividing the word of truth, as promoted by C.I. Scofield, remains a foundational principle for
many within the dispensationalist tradition. It calls for diligent study, careful interpretation, and an
understanding of the different ways God has interacted with humanity throughout history. While
there are critiques of Scofield's approach, the emphasis on context and precision in biblical
interpretation continues to be relevant for believers seeking a deeper understanding of Scripture.

Ultimately, rightly dividing the word of truth is not merely an academic exercise; it is a pathway to
knowing God more intimately and living a life that reflects His truth. As believers engage with the
Scriptures, they are encouraged to approach the Word with both reverence and a commitment to
understanding its richness and depth. Through this process, they can grow in faith, foster
community, and fulfill their calling as ambassadors of Christ in the world.

Frequently Asked Questions



What does 'rightly dividing the word of truth' mean in the
context of Scofield's teachings?
In the context of Scofield's teachings, 'rightly dividing the word of truth' refers to the practice of
interpreting the Bible accurately by distinguishing between different dispensations and contexts in
which scripture was written, promoting a clear understanding of God's plans for humanity.

How did C.I. Scofield influence modern dispensationalism?
C.I. Scofield significantly influenced modern dispensationalism through his Scofield Reference Bible,
which provided annotations and notes that emphasized the distinctions between Israel and the
Church, and outlined a framework for biblical prophecy that became foundational for many
evangelical movements.

What are the primary dispensations outlined by Scofield in his
teachings?
Scofield outlined seven primary dispensations in his teachings: Innocence, Conscience, Human
Government, Promise, Law, Grace, and the Kingdom, each representing a different period in God's
revelation and relationship with humanity.

Why is the concept of 'rightly dividing' important for biblical
interpretation?
The concept of 'rightly dividing' is important for biblical interpretation as it encourages readers to
consider the historical and cultural context of scripture, which helps prevent misinterpretation and
ensures a more accurate understanding of God's message and intentions.

What criticisms have been made against Scofield's method of
biblical interpretation?
Critics of Scofield's method argue that his dispensational approach can lead to an overly simplistic
understanding of scripture, potentially fostering division within the Church and promoting a literal
interpretation of prophecy that may not align with the broader theological context of the Bible.

How can believers apply the principle of 'rightly dividing the
word of truth' in their study of the Bible?
Believers can apply the principle of 'rightly dividing the word of truth' by engaging in thorough study
of scripture, utilizing reliable commentaries, understanding the historical context, and participating
in discussions with diverse theological perspectives to deepen their comprehension of biblical
teachings.
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