
robert wadlow as a child

Robert Wadlow as a child was a remarkable individual whose early years foreshadowed the extraordinary
life he would lead. Born on February 22, 1918, in Alton, Illinois, Robert Pershing Wadlow became known
as the tallest person in recorded history, reaching an astounding height of 8 feet 11.1 inches (2.72 m). His
childhood was not just characterized by his towering stature but also by the unique challenges and
experiences that came with it. This article explores Robert's early life, his family background, health
conditions, and the impact of his height on his childhood experiences.

Early Life and Family Background

Robert Wadlow was born to Harold and Addie Wadlow, who
were both of average height. He was the oldest of five children,
with two brothers and two sisters. The Wadlow family was
well-respected in their community and was known for their
strong values and commitment to education.

Family Dynamics

1. Parents' Influence:
- Harold Wadlow worked as a businessman, while Addie was a
homemaker. Their stable family environment provided Robert
with a nurturing upbringing.
- His parents were supportive and encouraged Robert's education



and social engagement despite his condition.

2. Siblings' Relationships:
- Robert had a close relationship with his siblings, who accepted
him without judgment and included him in their activities.
- They often played together, and his siblings adapted their
games to accommodate Robert’s unique stature.

Health Challenges and Growth

Robert’s extraordinary height was a result of an overactive
pituitary gland that resulted in an abnormally high level of
growth hormone. This condition, known as gigantism,
manifested in his early childhood, presenting both physical
challenges and social dynamics that would shape his personality.

Early Signs of Growth

- Infancy:
- At birth, Robert weighed 8.7 pounds and measured 20.5 inches
long, which was average for a newborn.
- By the age of six months, he had already exceeded the length of



an average child, prompting concerns from his parents.

- Toddler Development:
- By the age of 2, Robert was wearing clothes meant for a 4-year-
old.
- At age 4, he stood at 4 feet 4 inches tall, while children his age
typically averaged around 3 feet.

Medical Attention and Diagnosis

Robert's rapid growth led his parents to seek medical advice.
They consulted doctors who advised them that there was no
immediate danger, but they should monitor his health closely.

- Regular Check-ups:
- Robert underwent regular medical check-ups to ensure that his
growth was not causing any health complications.
- Doctors noted that while Robert was growing at an
extraordinary rate, he remained in good health.

- Public Interest:
- As Robert grew taller, he attracted attention from the
community. His family embraced this interest, often allowing



him to participate in local events where they could showcase his
height.

Education and Social Life

Despite his height, Robert Wadlow was a diligent student and
showed a keen interest in education. His family valued education
highly, and they encouraged him to excel academically.

School Experiences

- Schooling:
- Robert attended Alton High School, where he was known for
his intelligence and amicable nature.
- Teachers and classmates admired him for his friendly demeanor,
and he quickly became popular among his peers.

- Challenges in School:
- His height posed certain challenges. Desks and chairs were often
too small for him, which made classroom experiences less
comfortable.
- Despite these challenges, Robert adapted well and worked



closely with school officials to ensure his needs were met.

Friendships and Peer Relationships

Robert was well-liked by his classmates, and he developed strong
friendships. However, his towering height sometimes set him
apart from his peers.

1. Positive Relationships:
- Many classmates appreciated his kind heart and willingness to
help others. Robert was often the first to volunteer for school
projects or community service.
- He was invited to numerous social events, including dances and
gatherings, where he would showcase his gentle and friendly
nature.

2. Bullying and Isolation:
- While Robert had many friends, there were instances of
bullying or teasing due to his height.
- He faced occasional isolation, but he remained resilient and
focused on his studies and friendships.

Community Engagement and Early Fame



Robert's height made him a local celebrity, and he often
participated in community events that celebrated his uniqueness.

Public Appearances

- Local Events:
- Robert often appeared at fairs and exhibitions, where he would
be introduced as the "Tallest Boy in the World."
- His presence at these events brought joy to many, as people
were fascinated by his height.

- Media Attention:
- As news of Robert's height spread, he began to receive
attention from newspapers and magazines.
- This visibility helped increase his family's social standing
within the community, as they were often invited to events to
showcase Robert.

Impact of Early Fame

- Family Support:
- The Wadlow family handled Robert's fame with grace,



ensuring that he remained grounded and focused on his studies.
- They instilled in him the values of humility and compassion,
reinforcing that his height was just one aspect of who he was.

- Personal Development:
- Early fame allowed Robert to develop a positive self-image
despite the challenges he faced. He learned to embrace his
uniqueness and use it to inspire others.
- His upbringing instilled a sense of responsibility, and he often
spoke about the importance of using his height to help others.

Conclusion

Robert Wadlow's childhood was a blend of extraordinary
circumstances and typical childhood experiences. Growing up as
the tallest boy in the world, he faced unique challenges that
shaped his character and outlook on life. Despite the physical and
social hurdles, Robert thrived in a supportive family
environment, excelled academically, and developed meaningful
relationships. His early years set the stage for a life that would
leave a lasting impact on those around him, reminding us of the
power of resilience, kindness, and the importance of embracing
one's individuality. Robert's story is not just about height; it is



about the journey of a remarkable boy navigating a world that
often viewed him through the lens of his extraordinary stature.

Frequently Asked Questions

What were the early signs of Robert Wadlow's exceptional height
during his childhood?

Robert Wadlow showed early signs of his exceptional height as a
child when he was already taller than most of his peers by the
age of 6, reaching a height of 5 feet 4 inches.

How did Robert Wadlow's family react to his rapid growth during his
childhood?

Robert Wadlow's family was supportive and accommodating,
providing him with larger clothing and special furniture to
accommodate his growth.

Did Robert Wadlow face any challenges in school due to his height?

Yes, Robert Wadlow faced challenges in school due to his height,
including difficulties fitting into desks and chairs designed for



average-sized children, but he was well-liked by his classmates.

What hobbies or activities did Robert Wadlow enjoy as a child?

As a child, Robert Wadlow enjoyed activities like playing with
his siblings and friends, and he was particularly fond of
participating in scouting activities.

Was Robert Wadlow involved in any sports during his childhood?

Robert Wadlow was not significantly involved in sports due to
his height, which made it difficult for him to participate in
typical children's games, but he did enjoy watching sports.

How did Robert Wadlow's height affect his social interactions with other
children?

Robert Wadlow's height made him stand out among his peers,
which led to both admiration and curiosity from other children,
though it sometimes also resulted in him feeling isolated.
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