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guide

salesforce platform developer i certification guide serves as an essential roadmap for
professionals seeking to validate their skills and expertise in Salesforce development. This
comprehensive guide covers crucial aspects of the Salesforce Platform Developer I certification,
including exam requirements, preparation strategies, key topics, and best practices. Understanding
the certification criteria and mastering the relevant programming languages such as Apex and
Visualforce are vital for success. The guide also discusses practical tips for exam day and resources
that can enhance learning efficiency. By following this structured approach, candidates can
confidently navigate the certification process, improve their career prospects, and demonstrate their
proficiency in Salesforce platform development. Below is a detailed table of contents outlining the
main sections of this guide.
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Overview of Salesforce Platform Developer I
Certification

The Salesforce Platform Developer I certification is designed for individuals who have demonstrated
the ability to develop custom applications on the Salesforce platform. It validates proficiency in
fundamental programming concepts, data modeling, business logic, and user interface development
using Salesforce technologies. This certification is ideal for developers who have a working
knowledge of Salesforce’s declarative and programmatic capabilities and wish to establish
credibility in the Salesforce ecosystem. Achieving this certification confirms a solid foundation in
Apex programming, Visualforce, and Lightning components, enabling developers to build scalable
and efficient applications.

Purpose and Target Audience

The primary purpose of the Salesforce Platform Developer I certification is to identify professionals
with the skills to design, develop, and deploy custom business logic and user interfaces on the



Salesforce platform. The target audience includes aspiring Salesforce developers, administrators
transitioning to development roles, and IT professionals specializing in CRM solutions. Organizations
also value certified developers for their ability to enhance Salesforce implementations, improve
customization, and support business processes effectively.

Certification Prerequisites

While there are no mandatory prerequisites for the Platform Developer I exam, candidates typically
benefit from having experience with Salesforce administration and development. A thorough
understanding of Salesforce fundamentals, object-oriented programming concepts, and familiarity
with declarative tools is recommended. Many candidates prepare by completing Salesforce’s official
training courses and engaging in hands-on practice within a Salesforce Developer Edition
environment.

Exam Structure and Requirements

The Salesforce Platform Developer I certification exam evaluates candidates on their knowledge and
practical skills related to Salesforce development. Understanding the exam format and requirements
is critical to effective preparation and success.

Exam Format

The exam consists of 60 multiple-choice and multiple-select questions. Candidates have 105 minutes
to complete the test. The questions assess knowledge across various domains such as data modeling,
Apex programming, user interface development, and testing. The passing score is typically set at
68%, although it is advised to verify the current passing criteria on official Salesforce resources
before attempting the exam.

Registration and Cost

Registration for the Salesforce Platform Developer I exam is conducted through the Salesforce
Webassessor platform. The exam fee is generally $200 USD, with additional charges applicable for
retakes. Candidates must create an account, select a test center or opt for an online proctored exam,
and schedule their preferred exam date. It is important to review the cancellation and rescheduling
policies to avoid unnecessary fees.

Retake Policy

If a candidate does not pass the exam on the first attempt, Salesforce allows multiple retakes with
specific waiting periods. The first retake can be scheduled after a 24-hour waiting period, while
subsequent attempts require a 14-day wait. Planning study time strategically between attempts
improves the chances of success.



Key Topics and Skills Tested

The Salesforce Platform Developer I certification exam covers a wide range of topics essential for
developing robust applications on the Salesforce platform. Familiarity with these topics ensures that
candidates can answer exam questions confidently and accurately.

Data Modeling and Management

Understanding Salesforce objects, fields, relationships, and schema design is fundamental.
Candidates must know how to create custom objects, manage data types, and implement master-
detail and lookup relationships. Knowledge of Salesforce security controls such as sharing rules and
field-level security is also tested.

Apex Programming

Apex is the proprietary programming language for Salesforce development. The exam assesses
proficiency in writing triggers, classes, and asynchronous Apex code. Candidates should be familiar
with Apex syntax, exception handling, governor limits, and best practices for bulk data processing.

User Interface Development

This domain focuses on the creation of custom user interfaces with Visualforce and Lightning
components. Candidates need to understand component architecture, controllers, and how to
integrate Apex with UI components. Knowledge of Lightning Web Components (LWC) is becoming
increasingly relevant.

Testing and Debugging

Writing effective unit tests and debugging Apex code are critical skills for Salesforce developers.
The exam tests knowledge of test class creation, code coverage requirements, and debugging tools
available within the Salesforce platform. Candidates must ensure that their code is robust,
maintainable, and compliant with platform standards.

Development Lifecycle and Deployment

Understanding the Salesforce development lifecycle, including sandbox environments, change sets,
and deployment strategies, is part of the exam. Candidates should be familiar with version control
concepts and continuous integration practices when applicable.

Preparation Strategies and Study Resources

Effective preparation is key to passing the Salesforce Platform Developer I certification exam.
Utilizing a combination of study methods and resources will enhance knowledge retention and



practical skills.

Official Salesforce Training

Salesforce offers instructor-led courses such as "Platform Developer I" that cover the exam
objectives in detail. These courses provide structured learning and hands-on exercises, helping
candidates gain confidence in their abilities.

Trailhead and Online Resources

Trailhead, Salesforce’s free online learning platform, offers modules and projects tailored to
Platform Developer I skills. Completing relevant trails and superbadges can reinforce understanding
and provide practical experience. Additionally, forums, blogs, and community groups serve as
valuable sources for tips and clarifications.

Practice Exams and Sample Questions

Taking practice exams simulates the real test environment and helps identify areas needing
improvement. Reviewing sample questions and exam dumps from reputable sources can familiarize
candidates with question formats and difficulty levels.

Hands-On Experience

Working directly within a Salesforce Developer Edition environment allows candidates to apply
theoretical knowledge. Building custom applications, writing Apex code, and creating Visualforce
pages provide essential practical skills that enhance exam readiness.

Exam Day Tips and Best Practices

On the day of the Salesforce Platform Developer I exam, following best practices can help reduce
anxiety and improve performance.

Time Management

With 60 questions and 105 minutes, pacing is important. Candidates should allocate time wisely,
answering easier questions first and marking difficult ones for review. Avoid spending too much time
on any single question to ensure completion.

Read Questions Carefully

Exam questions may contain multiple correct answers or require nuanced understanding. Reading
each question and all answer choices thoroughly minimizes mistakes and increases accuracy.



Technical Setup for Online Exams

For online proctored exams, ensure a stable internet connection, a quiet environment, and
compliance with technical requirements. Testing the system beforehand helps prevent technical
issues during the exam.

Stay Calm and Focused

Maintaining composure throughout the exam is crucial. Taking deep breaths and staying confident
in preparation can contribute to optimal performance.

Benefits of Obtaining the Certification

Achieving the Salesforce Platform Developer I certification offers numerous professional advantages.
It validates expertise in Salesforce development, enhancing credibility with employers and clients.
Certified developers often have better job prospects, higher earning potential, and opportunities for
career advancement within the Salesforce ecosystem.

Recognition and Career Growth

The certification is recognized globally and demonstrates a commitment to professional
development. It opens doors to roles such as Salesforce Developer, Technical Architect, and
Consultant, supporting long-term career growth.

Access to Salesforce Community and Resources

Certified professionals gain access to exclusive Salesforce events, webinars, and continuing
education resources. Engaging with the community fosters knowledge sharing and networking
opportunities.

Improved Development Skills

The preparation process sharpens coding abilities, understanding of platform capabilities, and best
practices. This leads to higher quality development work and the ability to deliver impactful business
solutions.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Salesforce Platform Developer I certification?

The Salesforce Platform Developer I certification validates a candidate’s knowledge and skills in
building custom applications on the Lightning Platform using Apex and Visualforce.



What are the key topics covered in the Salesforce Platform
Developer I exam?

Key topics include Salesforce fundamentals, data modeling and management, business logic and
process automation, user interface development, debugging and deployment, and testing.

How should I prepare for the Salesforce Platform Developer I
certification exam?

Preparation involves studying the official Salesforce study guide, taking Trailhead modules,
practicing Apex coding, reviewing sample questions, and gaining hands-on experience on the
Salesforce platform.

What are the prerequisites for taking the Salesforce Platform
Developer I exam?

There are no formal prerequisites, but it is recommended to have a basic understanding of
Salesforce administration and hands-on experience with Apex and Visualforce.

How much does the Salesforce Platform Developer I
certification exam cost?

The exam fee for the Salesforce Platform Developer I certification is typically $200 USD, with an
additional retake fee of $100 USD if needed.

How long is the Salesforce Platform Developer I certification
exam?

The exam duration is 105 minutes, during which candidates must answer 60 multiple-choice
questions.

What is the passing score for the Salesforce Platform
Developer I exam?

The passing score for the exam is 68%, meaning candidates need to correctly answer at least 41 out
of 60 questions.

Can I take the Salesforce Platform Developer I exam online?

Yes, Salesforce offers online proctoring for the Platform Developer I exam, allowing candidates to
take the test remotely with certain technical and environment requirements.

How often should I renew my Salesforce Platform Developer I
certification?

Salesforce certifications typically require maintenance exams or updates on a regular basis, often



aligned with Salesforce's seasonal releases, to keep the certification active.

Additional Resources

1. Salesforce Platform Developer I Certification Guide

This comprehensive guide covers everything needed to pass the Salesforce Platform Developer I
exam. It includes detailed explanations of Apex programming, Visualforce, Lightning components,
and the Salesforce data model. The book also offers practical exercises and real-world examples to
reinforce key concepts and best practices.

2. Mastering Salesforce Platform Development: A Practical Approach

Focused on hands-on learning, this book dives deep into developing custom applications on the
Salesforce platform. It emphasizes Apex coding, triggers, asynchronous processing, and integration
techniques. Readers gain practical skills through projects and sample code aligned with certification
objectives.

3. Salesforce Apex Programming for Beginners

Ideal for those new to Salesforce development, this book introduces Apex programming
fundamentals with clear explanations and examples. It covers variables, control structures, classes,
and triggers in a beginner-friendly manner. The book also prepares readers for the developer
certification by aligning content with exam topics.

4. Lightning Component Development for Salesforce Developers

This title focuses on building modern, dynamic user interfaces using Salesforce Lightning
components. It explains the Lightning Component Framework, JavaScript controllers, and event
handling in detail. Developers preparing for the Platform Developer I exam will find practical tips
and best practices for component development.

5. Salesforce Integration Patterns and Practices

Understanding integration is crucial for Salesforce developers, and this book provides a thorough
overview of integration methods. It covers REST and SOAP APIs, outbound messaging, platform
events, and middleware solutions. The book also includes real-world scenarios to help developers
design robust integrations.

6. Advanced Apex Programming Techniques

For developers looking to deepen their Apex skills, this book explores advanced topics such as batch
processing, test-driven development, and governor limits management. It offers strategies to write
efficient, scalable code and troubleshoot common issues. The content supports preparation for
higher-level Salesforce certifications as well.

7. Visualforce Development Cookbook

This practical cookbook presents a variety of Visualforce page examples and solutions to common Ul
challenges. It guides developers through creating custom pages, controllers, and extensions. The
book is a valuable resource for those seeking to enhance their Visualforce skills for the Platform
Developer I exam.

8. Salesforce Developer’s Guide to SOQL and SOSL

This guide focuses exclusively on Salesforce’s query languages, SOQL and SOSL, essential for data
retrieval in Apex code. It teaches query syntax, optimization techniques, and use cases within
triggers and classes. Mastery of these topics is critical for success on the Platform Developer I



certification.

9. Preparing for the Salesforce Platform Developer I Exam

A targeted exam preparation book, it provides a comprehensive review of all exam objectives with
practice questions and detailed explanations. The book also offers test-taking strategies and tips to
manage exam time effectively. It is designed to build confidence and ensure readiness for the
certification test.
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