
sample apa literature review paper

sample apa literature review paper is an essential resource for students, researchers, and academics aiming
to understand the correct structure and format for writing literature reviews in APA style. This article
provides a comprehensive overview of what constitutes a sample APA literature review paper, including
formatting guidelines, structural elements, and effective writing tips. The purpose is to help readers grasp
how to organize, analyze, and present scholarly research following the American Psychological
Association’s standards. Additionally, the article explores common challenges and best practices when
compiling literature reviews, supported by examples and detailed explanations. Understanding these
elements facilitates the creation of coherent, well-organized literature reviews that meet academic
standards. The following sections outline the key components and processes involved in developing a
sample APA literature review paper.

Understanding APA Literature Review Format

Structure of a Sample APA Literature Review Paper

Writing Techniques for Effective Literature Reviews

Common Mistakes to Avoid in APA Literature Reviews

Sample APA Literature Review Paper: Practical Example

Understanding APA Literature Review Format
The APA format is widely used in social sciences and other academic disciplines, providing a consistent
structure for citing sources and presenting research. A sample APA literature review paper adheres
strictly to specific formatting rules, including font type, margins, spacing, and citation style. The purpose of
these guidelines is to ensure clarity, uniformity, and professionalism in scholarly writing. Familiarity with
the APA Publication Manual is essential for correctly formatting headings, in-text citations, references, and
the overall layout of the paper.

Key Formatting Elements
A sample APA literature review paper incorporates several fundamental formatting components:

Font and Spacing: Typically, Times New Roman 12-point font with double spacing throughout the



document.

Margins: One-inch margins on all sides.

Title Page: Includes the title, author name, institutional affiliation, course information, instructor, and
date.

Headings: Proper use of five levels of headings to organize content clearly.

In-text Citations: Author-date citation method for referencing sources within the text.

Reference List: A comprehensive list of all cited works, formatted according to APA guidelines.

Importance of Consistency
Consistency in formatting is critical when preparing a sample APA literature review paper. Each element,
from headings to citations, must follow APA rules meticulously to avoid confusion and maintain academic
credibility. Consistent application of these standards enhances readability and supports the paper’s scholarly
integrity.

Structure of a Sample APA Literature Review Paper
A sample APA literature review paper is organized into several well-defined sections that facilitate logical
flow and comprehensive analysis. Understanding the structure helps writers present their literature
review systematically, ensuring that readers can easily follow the research narrative and critical evaluation.

Introduction
The introduction sets the stage for the literature review by outlining the research topic, its significance,
and the scope of the review. It provides background information and states the objectives or research
questions guiding the review process.

Main Body
The main body of the literature review synthesizes and evaluates existing research related to the topic. It is
often organized thematically, methodologically, or chronologically to provide a coherent narrative. Each
subsection addresses a specific aspect of the literature, highlighting key findings, gaps, and controversies.



Conclusion
The conclusion summarizes the major themes identified in the literature and may suggest directions for
future research. It reinforces the relevance of the reviewed studies in relation to the research questions or
hypotheses.

References
The reference section lists all sources cited in the paper, formatted according to APA style. This section
ensures that all intellectual property is properly credited and allows readers to locate the original sources
for further study.

Writing Techniques for Effective Literature Reviews
Writing a sample APA literature review paper requires a blend of critical analysis, clear organization, and
precise language. Effective writing strengthens the paper’s impact and clarifies the relationships among the
studies discussed.

Critical Analysis and Synthesis
Rather than merely summarizing sources, a strong literature review evaluates the quality, methodologies,
and findings of previous research. Synthesizing information from multiple studies reveals patterns,
contradictions, and gaps in the literature, contributing to a deeper understanding of the topic.

Organizational Strategies
Organizing the literature review logically is crucial for coherence. Common strategies include:

Thematic Organization: Grouping studies by themes or topics.

Chronological Order: Presenting research in the order it was conducted to show development over
time.

Methodological Approach: Categorizing studies based on research methods used.



Clarity and Academic Tone
Maintaining an objective, formal tone is essential in a sample APA literature review paper. Clear and
concise language helps convey complex ideas effectively, while avoiding bias or subjective opinions
strengthens the paper’s scholarly value.

Common Mistakes to Avoid in APA Literature Reviews
Awareness of common pitfalls can improve the quality of a sample APA literature review paper by
ensuring accuracy, clarity, and adherence to standards.

Inadequate Source Selection
Using outdated, irrelevant, or non-peer-reviewed sources undermines the review’s credibility. Selecting
high-quality, recent studies relevant to the research question is crucial.

Poor Organization
Failing to organize the literature review logically can confuse readers. Avoid disjointed paragraphs and
ensure smooth transitions between sections and ideas.

Improper Citation and Formatting
Incorrect in-text citations, missing references, or formatting errors violate APA guidelines. Meticulous
attention to citation rules preserves academic integrity and prevents plagiarism.

Sample APA Literature Review Paper: Practical Example
To illustrate the principles described, consider a sample APA literature review paper examining the impact
of social media on adolescent mental health. This example demonstrates proper formatting, organization, and
writing style consistent with APA standards.

Example Introduction
The introduction clearly defines the research topic and its significance. It outlines the scope of the review,
focusing on recent studies about social media usage patterns and mental health outcomes among adolescents.



Example Main Body
The body is divided into thematic sections such as “Effects of Social Media on Anxiety,” “Depression and
Social Networking,” and “Positive Influences of Online Communities.” Each section synthesizes findings
from multiple studies, highlighting methodological approaches and key results.

Example Conclusion
The conclusion summarizes the major insights, acknowledges existing research gaps, and suggests areas for
future investigation, such as longitudinal studies and intervention strategies.

Example References
The reference list includes peer-reviewed journal articles, reports, and authoritative sources, all formatted
according to APA guidelines with proper author names, publication years, titles, and source information.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a sample APA literature review paper?
A sample APA literature review paper is a written example that demonstrates how to organize and format
a literature review according to the guidelines of the American Psychological Association (APA) style. It
typically includes proper citations, headings, and a clear structure that summarizes and synthesizes relevant
research on a specific topic.

How does a sample APA literature review paper help students?
A sample APA literature review paper helps students by providing a clear model of how to structure their
own literature reviews, use APA formatting correctly, organize sources logically, and present a coherent
synthesis of existing research. It serves as a practical guide for writing and formatting.

What are key elements to look for in a sample APA literature review
paper?
Key elements include a clear introduction that outlines the review's purpose, organized thematic or
chronological sections, critical analysis of sources rather than just summaries, proper in-text APA citations, a
reference list formatted according to APA guidelines, and the use of appropriate headings and subheadings.



Where can I find credible sample APA literature review papers?
Credible sample APA literature review papers can be found on university writing center websites,
academic databases like Google Scholar, educational platforms such as Purdue OWL, and official APA style
resources. Many institutions provide sample papers to help students understand APA formatting and
literature review structure.

What common mistakes should be avoided when using a sample APA
literature review paper?
Common mistakes include copying text without proper citation (plagiarism), ignoring APA formatting
rules for citations and references, failing to critically analyze sources, lacking a clear organizational
structure, and not tailoring the review to the specific research question or topic rather than just
summarizing studies.

Additional Resources
1. Writing Literature Reviews: A Guide for Students of the Social and Behavioral Sciences
This book by Jose L. Galvan offers comprehensive guidance on crafting effective literature reviews, with
particular emphasis on APA style. It provides step-by-step instructions and examples to help students
organize and present their research findings clearly. The book also covers common pitfalls and how to avoid
them, making it a valuable resource for beginners.

2. The Literature Review: Six Steps to Success
Authored by Lawrence A. Machi and Brenda T. McEvoy, this book breaks down the literature review
process into manageable steps. It explains how to select sources, synthesize information, and write in a style
that aligns with APA guidelines. The authors include practical tips and sample papers to illustrate key
points.

3. Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association, 7th Edition
This is the official guide to APA style, providing rules for formatting literature reviews and research
papers. It covers citation practices, paper structure, and writing clarity specific to psychology and related
fields. Students writing an APA literature review will find this manual indispensable.

4. Conducting Research Literature Reviews: From the Internet to Paper
Arlene Fink’s book focuses on the strategies for searching, evaluating, and organizing scholarly sources. It
discusses how to develop an effective literature review in APA format, emphasizing critical analysis over
summary. The text includes examples that demonstrate proper integration of sources and citation.

5. Literature Reviews Made Easy: A Quick Guide to Success
By Paula Dawidowicz, this concise guide simplifies the literature review writing process, highlighting
APA style conventions. It is designed for students who need a straightforward approach to reviewing



literature and formatting their papers. The book includes checklists and examples to ensure accuracy and
coherence.

6. Writing for Social Scientists: How to Start and Finish Your Thesis, Book, or Article
Howard S. Becker’s book, while broader in scope, provides valuable advice on organizing literature reviews
within scholarly writing. It addresses common challenges in synthesizing research and adhering to
academic standards like APA. The practical guidance helps writers develop clarity and argumentation in
their reviews.

7. Research Design and Literature Review in Social Sciences
This text offers an integrated approach to designing research projects and writing literature reviews
according to APA style. It discusses how to frame research questions and critically assess literature to build a
strong foundation for study. The book includes sample APA literature review papers to illustrate best
practices.

8. Successful Writing in Psychology: From Research Paper to Dissertation
Karen E. Furman’s book provides detailed instructions for writing various psychology papers, including
literature reviews formatted in APA style. It emphasizes clarity, coherence, and proper citation, guiding
students through the writing process. Examples and exercises help reinforce APA standards.

9. APA Style Simplified: Writing in Psychology, Education, Nursing, and Sociology
This guidebook demystifies APA style, focusing on its application in literature reviews and empirical
papers. It explains formatting, citing, and paraphrasing rules with clear examples, making it easier for
students to produce polished APA literature reviews. The concise format makes it a handy reference
during writing.
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