
run on and comma splice worksheet
Run on and comma splice worksheet are essential tools for students and writers to
understand the intricacies of sentence structure. Proper sentence construction is vital for
effective communication, as it not only enhances clarity but also helps maintain the
reader's interest. This article provides a comprehensive overview of run-on sentences and
comma splices, discusses their implications, and offers strategies for correcting these
common grammatical errors. Additionally, we will introduce a worksheet that can be used
to practice identifying and correcting these issues.

Understanding Run-On Sentences

Run-on sentences occur when two or more independent clauses are incorrectly joined
without appropriate punctuation or conjunctions. They can confuse readers and blur the
intended meaning of a sentence.

Examples of Run-On Sentences

1. I love to read I often spend hours at the library.
2. She enjoys painting she has a gallery showing next month.
3. We went to the beach we forgot to apply sunscreen.

Each of these examples consists of two complete thoughts that are improperly fused
together.

Types of Run-On Sentences

Run-on sentences can be categorized into two primary types:

1. Fused Sentences: These occur when two independent clauses are joined without any
punctuation. For example:
- The dog barked it ran away.

2. Comma Splices: These occur when two independent clauses are connected with just a
comma, without a coordinating conjunction. For example:
- I finished my homework, I went to the park.

Understanding Comma Splices

A comma splice is a specific type of run-on sentence that occurs when two independent
clauses are joined by a comma without a coordinating conjunction. This error often arises



when writers attempt to link related ideas but fail to apply proper punctuation.

Examples of Comma Splices

1. The sun is shining, we should go for a walk.
2. She loves to cook, her family enjoys her meals.
3. The movie was interesting, I didn’t like the ending.

Each of these examples improperly uses a comma to connect two independent clauses.

Common Causes of Comma Splices

Comma splices typically occur due to:

- Inexperience with Sentence Structure: Many writers lack familiarity with the rules that
govern independent and dependent clauses.
- Overconfidence in Punctuation: Writers may believe that a comma is sufficient to connect
thoughts without recognizing the need for additional punctuation or conjunctions.
- Desire for Fluidity: Some writers may aim for a smooth flow of ideas and inadvertently
create comma splices.

Why Run-Ons and Comma Splices Matter

Understanding and correcting run-on sentences and comma splices is crucial for several
reasons:

- Clarity: Proper sentence structure ensures that the reader can easily follow the writer's
ideas.
- Professionalism: Correct grammar contributes to a polished and professional appearance
in writing.
- Engagement: Well-structured sentences maintain the reader's interest and encourage
them to continue reading.

How to Fix Run-On Sentences and Comma Splices

There are several effective strategies for correcting run-on sentences and comma splices:

1. Use a Period

The simplest way to correct a run-on sentence or comma splice is to separate the
independent clauses with a period.



Example:
- Incorrect: She loves to cook, her family enjoys her meals.
- Correct: She loves to cook. Her family enjoys her meals.

2. Use a Semicolon

A semicolon can be used to separate two closely related independent clauses.

Example:
- Incorrect: The sun is shining, we should go for a walk.
- Correct: The sun is shining; we should go for a walk.

3. Use a Coordinating Conjunction

You can connect independent clauses using a coordinating conjunction (for, and, nor, but,
or, yet, so) along with a comma.

Example:
- Incorrect: The movie was interesting, I didn’t like the ending.
- Correct: The movie was interesting, but I didn’t like the ending.

4. Use a Subordinate Clause

Transform one of the independent clauses into a subordinate clause to eliminate the run-on
or splice.

Example:
- Incorrect: I finished my homework, I went to the park.
- Correct: After I finished my homework, I went to the park.

Run-On and Comma Splice Worksheet

To reinforce the understanding of run-on sentences and comma splices, a worksheet can be
very beneficial. Here’s a simple outline for a worksheet:

Worksheet Structure

1. Identifying Errors:
- Read the following sentences and identify whether they are run-on sentences or comma
splices.
1. The cat slept on the couch it looked very comfortable.



2. She wanted to go shopping, however it started to rain.
3. The team played well they still lost the game.

2. Correcting Errors:
- Rewrite the sentences to correct the errors you identified.
1. __________________________________________________________
2. __________________________________________________________
3. __________________________________________________________

3. Practice Creating Sentences:
- Write three of your own sentences that contain either a run-on sentence or a comma
splice. Then, rewrite them correctly.

Answers for Worksheet

1.
- Sentence 1: Run-on sentence (fused).
- Sentence 2: Comma splice.
- Sentence 3: Run-on sentence (fused).

2.
- Sentence 1 (Corrected): The cat slept on the couch. It looked very comfortable.
- Sentence 2 (Corrected): She wanted to go shopping; however, it started to rain.
- Sentence 3 (Corrected): The team played well, but they still lost the game.

3. (Answers will vary based on student responses.)

Conclusion

The ability to identify and correct run-on sentences and comma splices is a vital skill for
effective writing. By understanding the definitions, recognizing examples, and practicing
corrections, writers can enhance their clarity and communication. Utilizing worksheets can
further aid in reinforcing these concepts, making grammar not only a necessary skill but
also an engaging part of the writing process. Remember, proper sentence structure is the
backbone of clear and effective communication.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a run-on sentence?
A run-on sentence occurs when two or more independent clauses are joined without proper
punctuation or conjunctions, making the sentence confusing or difficult to read.



What is a comma splice?
A comma splice is a grammatical error that happens when two independent clauses are
joined by just a comma without a coordinating conjunction, which can lead to unclear or
awkward sentences.

How can I fix a run-on sentence?
You can fix a run-on sentence by using a period to separate the clauses, adding a
coordinating conjunction, or using a semicolon if the clauses are closely related.

What are some common examples of run-on sentences?
Common examples include: 'I love to read I go to the library often' or 'She likes to swim he
prefers to run.'

What are effective strategies for teaching run-ons and
comma splices?
Effective strategies include providing clear definitions, using worksheets for practice,
offering examples and non-examples, and encouraging peer review to identify errors in
each other's writing.

Are run-on sentences and comma splices the same?
No, run-on sentences refer to sentences that improperly combine clauses without
punctuation, while comma splices specifically refer to the incorrect use of a comma to link
two independent clauses.

What resources can I use for practicing run-on and
comma splice corrections?
You can find worksheets and online exercises on educational websites, grammar books, or
even apps that focus on sentence structure and punctuation.
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