
sample apa literature 6th edition
sample apa literature 6th edition is an essential resource for students, researchers, and
academics who aim to write literature reviews and papers following the American Psychological
Association’s 6th edition guidelines. This style offers detailed instructions on how to format citations,
references, and the overall structure of a literature review, ensuring clarity, consistency, and
credibility in academic writing. Understanding how to properly utilize a sample APA literature 6th
edition paper can significantly enhance the quality of your research presentation. This article
explores the key components of APA 6th edition literature formatting, including in-text citations,
reference lists, paper structure, and common pitfalls to avoid. Additionally, it will provide clear
examples and practical tips for applying these standards effectively. The following sections will
guide you through the essential aspects of writing a literature review or any scholarly paper using
the APA 6th edition format.

Understanding APA 6th Edition Formatting

Structuring a Sample APA Literature Review

In-Text Citations in APA 6th Edition

Creating a Reference List According to APA 6th Edition

Common Mistakes in APA 6th Edition Literature Samples

Understanding APA 6th Edition Formatting
The APA 6th edition style guide is widely used in the social sciences, education, psychology, and
other academic disciplines. It provides a standardized method for formatting papers and citing
sources, which helps to maintain uniformity and professionalism in scholarly writing. A sample APA
literature 6th edition document demonstrates how to apply these rules effectively. Key formatting
elements include font type and size, margins, spacing, headings, and pagination.

Basic Formatting Guidelines
The APA 6th edition stipulates specific formatting rules to enhance readability and consistency.
Typical requirements include using a 12-point Times New Roman font, double-spacing throughout
the document, and 1-inch margins on all sides. Additionally, a running head with a shortened title
and page number should appear on every page. These elements contribute to the structured
appearance of an APA-formatted literature review or research paper.

Headings and Subheadings
Organizing content with clear headings is crucial in APA style. The 6th edition outlines five levels of



headings, each with distinct formatting styles. Using these headings appropriately helps readers
navigate the paper and understand the hierarchy of information. A sample APA literature 6th edition
paper typically demonstrates the use of Level 1 and Level 2 headings for main sections and
subsections, respectively.

Structuring a Sample APA Literature Review
A literature review formatted in APA 6th edition follows a logical structure that includes an
introduction, body, and conclusion. Each part serves a specific purpose in presenting the reviewed
literature and synthesizing research findings.

Introduction to the Literature Review
The introduction sets the stage by outlining the research topic, explaining its significance, and
stating the objectives of the review. In a sample APA literature 6th edition document, this section is
concise yet informative, providing context and rationale for the literature being examined.

Organizing the Body of the Review
The body of the literature review is typically organized thematically, methodologically, or
chronologically. A sample APA literature 6th edition review will demonstrate how to group studies
according to relevant categories, compare and contrast findings, and critically evaluate the
strengths and limitations of previous research.

Concluding the Literature Review
While APA style does not strictly mandate a conclusion for a literature review, many samples include
a section that summarizes key insights, identifies research gaps, and suggests directions for future
studies. This closing part ties together the review and reinforces its purpose within the broader
research context.

In-Text Citations in APA 6th Edition
In-text citations are a crucial feature of APA style, allowing writers to credit sources within the body
of the paper. Proper citation prevents plagiarism and supports the credibility of the research.

Basic Rules for In-Text Citations
APA 6th edition requires the author’s last name and publication year to appear in parentheses
immediately after the referenced information. When directly quoting, a page number must also be
included. A sample APA literature 6th edition paper demonstrates both narrative and parenthetical
citation styles, ensuring clarity and adherence to guidelines.



Citing Multiple Authors and Sources
For works with two authors, both names are included in every citation. For three to five authors, all
authors are listed the first time, with subsequent citations shortened to the first author followed by
“et al.” For six or more authors, “et al.” is used from the first citation. A sample APA literature 6th
edition document exemplifies these rules, illustrating proper attribution in complex citation
scenarios.

Creating a Reference List According to APA 6th Edition
The reference list is a comprehensive collection of all sources cited in the paper. The APA 6th edition
provides detailed rules for formatting references to books, journal articles, websites, and other
materials.

General Formatting of the Reference List
The reference list should start on a new page, titled “References,” centered at the top. Entries are
double-spaced with a hanging indent for lines after the first. Entries are arranged alphabetically by
the surname of the first author. A sample APA literature 6th edition reference list clearly
demonstrates these formatting standards.

Examples of Common Reference Types
Understanding how to format different types of sources is essential. Typical examples include:

Books: Author, A. A. (Year). Title of work: Capital letter also for subtitle. Publisher.

Journal Articles: Author, A. A., & Author, B. B. (Year). Title of article. Title of Periodical,
volume number(issue number), pages. doi or URL if available.

Websites: Author, A. A. (Year, Month Day). Title of webpage. Site Name. URL

A sample APA literature 6th edition paper will include these examples to guide writers in correctly
assembling their reference list.

Common Mistakes in APA 6th Edition Literature
Samples
Despite clear guidelines, several common errors often appear in APA 6th edition literature samples.
Awareness of these pitfalls can improve the accuracy and professionalism of academic writing.



Incorrect Citation Formats
Errors such as missing author names, incorrect dates, or improperly formatted page numbers are
frequent. A sample APA literature 6th edition document helps illustrate the correct citation format,
preventing these mistakes.

Improper Reference List Arrangement
Another frequent issue is the incorrect ordering of references or inconsistent use of hanging indents.
Ensuring alphabetical order and proper indentation, as shown in quality samples, is crucial for
meeting APA standards.

Formatting Inconsistencies
Inconsistent font usage, spacing problems, and incorrect heading formats are also common. A well-
prepared sample APA literature 6th edition paper provides a model of consistent and correct
formatting, which writers should emulate.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the correct format for citing a book in APA 6th
edition?
In APA 6th edition, a book citation should be formatted as: Author, A. A. (Year of publication). Title
of work: Capital letter also for subtitle. Publisher.

How do I format the reference list in APA 6th edition?
The reference list in APA 6th edition should be double-spaced, with hanging indentations for each
reference. Entries are listed alphabetically by the author's last name.

What are the main differences between APA 6th and 7th
edition for literature citations?
APA 6th edition requires the publisher location in book citations and uses 'Retrieved from' before
URLs, whereas APA 7th edition omits the location and uses simplified URL formatting. Also, APA 7th
edition allows up to 20 authors before using et al.

How do I cite a journal article with a DOI in APA 6th edition?
In APA 6th edition, cite a journal article with a DOI as follows: Author, A. A. (Year). Title of article.
Title of Journal, volume number(issue number), page range. doi:xxxx



Where can I find a sample APA 6th edition literature review
format?
Sample APA 6th edition literature review formats can be found on university writing centers or
official APA style websites, which provide examples of in-text citations, reference lists, and overall
paper structure.

Additional Resources
1. APA Style Guide to Electronic References, 6th Edition
This guide offers comprehensive instructions on how to cite electronic sources in APA 6th edition
format. It addresses a variety of digital materials, including websites, online journals, and social
media. Ideal for students and researchers, it ensures accurate and consistent referencing in
academic writing.

2. Mastering APA Style: Student's Workbook and Training Guide
Designed as a practical workbook, this resource helps users understand and apply the rules of APA
6th edition citation style. It includes exercises and examples focusing on literature reviews and
research papers. This guide is perfect for learners aiming to strengthen their citation skills.

3. Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association, 6th Edition
The definitive manual for APA style, this book covers formatting, grammar, and citation rules
extensively. It includes detailed examples of literature reviews and reference lists following the 6th
edition guidelines. Essential for anyone writing scholarly papers in psychology and related fields.

4. Writing Literature Reviews: A Guide for Students of the Social and Behavioral Sciences
This book provides a step-by-step approach to writing literature reviews, integrating APA 6th edition
citation techniques. It emphasizes critical analysis and synthesis of sources. An excellent resource
for students preparing research papers in social sciences.

5. APA Made Easy: Revised and Updated for the 6th Edition
A concise and user-friendly guide to APA formatting and citation, tailored to the 6th edition
standards. It breaks down complex rules into simple explanations with examples relevant to
literature reviews. Helpful for novice writers and those new to APA style.

6. Research and Documentation in the Electronic Age
Focusing on research documentation, this book teaches how to cite various sources, including
electronic materials, per APA 6th edition. It integrates sample literature citations and formatting
tips. Useful for students conducting research in the digital era.

7. Essentials of Writing Biomedical Research Papers: Writing, Publishing, and Presenting
This resource guides biomedical researchers on writing and citing literature using APA 6th edition
style. It covers manuscript structure, literature review composition, and ethical citation practices.
Beneficial for medical and scientific writers seeking clarity and accuracy.

8. APA Style Simplified: Writing in Psychology, Education, Nursing, and Sociology
Targeted at students and professionals, this book simplifies APA 6th edition rules for writing and
citing literature in various disciplines. It provides examples of literature reviews and formatted
references. Great for enhancing academic writing skills across multiple fields.



9. Effective Literature Review Writing: APA 6th Edition Format and Guidelines
This book specializes in teaching how to write effective literature reviews using APA 6th edition
formatting. It offers strategies for organizing sources, paraphrasing, and proper citation to avoid
plagiarism. Ideal for graduate students and researchers aiming for scholarly excellence.
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