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The Book of Ruth is a beautiful narrative that explores themes of loyalty, love, and divine providence.
Chapter 2 introduces us to Boaz, a key character in the story, and further develops the relationship
between Ruth and Naomi. In this article, we will delve into significant questions regarding Ruth Chapter
2 and provide comprehensive answers that illuminate the text's meaning and relevance.

Overview of Ruth Chapter 2

Ruth Chapter 2 begins with Ruth's decision to glean in the fields to provide for herself and Naomi. The
chapter introduces Boaz, a wealthy relative of Naomi's late husband, Elimelech. This chapter is pivotal as it
sets the stage for the unfolding romance and eventual redemption that is central to the narrative.

Key Questions and Answers

1. What is gleaning, and why is it significant in this chapter?

Gleaning is the practice of collecting leftover crops from farmers after the harvest. It is significant in this
chapter for several reasons:

- Cultural Context: Gleaning was a provision in the Mosaic Law, designed to help the poor and the
foreigner. This practice reflects the compassion and justice of God, as described in Leviticus 19:9-10.
- Ruth's Initiative: Ruth's decision to glean demonstrates her commitment to Naomi and her willingness to
work hard to provide for both of them. It highlights her character traits of loyalty and determination.

2. Who is Boaz, and what role does he play in Ruth's story?

Boaz is introduced in this chapter as a wealthy and influential landowner. As a relative of Naomi’s deceased
husband, he holds a significant position in the family structure that allows him to act as a "kinsman-
redeemer." His role includes:

- Protector: Boaz displays kindness and generosity towards Ruth, ensuring her safety while she gleans and
providing her with extra food.



- Redeemer: Boaz's status as a kinsman-redeemer means he has the right to marry Ruth and redeem her
family line, thus preserving the family name and inheritance.

3. How does Boaz first encounter Ruth, and what is his reaction?

Boaz first notices Ruth when he comes to his field. His reaction is one of curiosity and admiration:

- Inquiry: He asks his foreman about Ruth, showing his interest in her as a new worker in his fields.
- Respect and Kindness: Upon learning who she is and her dedication to Naomi, Boaz treats Ruth with
respect. He invites her to stay in his fields and gives her special instructions to ensure her safety and well-
being.

4. What does Boaz say to Ruth when they first speak?

When Boaz speaks to Ruth, he expresses kindness and offers her reassurance. Key points from their
conversation include:

- Protection: Boaz instructs Ruth to stay in his fields and not to glean in others’ fields, ensuring her safety
from potential harassment.
- Encouragement: He acknowledges her loyalty to Naomi and blesses her for seeking refuge under the
wings of the God of Israel.

5. How does Ruth respond to Boaz’s kindness?

Ruth is humbled and grateful for Boaz's kindness. Her response includes:

- Acknowledgment: She expresses her surprise that Boaz would notice her, a foreigner, and show her such
favor.
- Gratitude: Ruth thanks Boaz for his generosity, recognizing that he has gone above and beyond what is
customary.

6. What does Ruth glean from the fields, and how does it benefit her and
Naomi?

Ruth gleans a substantial amount of barley from Boaz’s fields. The amount she collects is significant for
several reasons:



- Provision: The barley she gathers is enough to sustain both Ruth and Naomi for several days, alleviating
their immediate needs.
- Symbolism: This abundance symbolizes God's providence and favor, demonstrating that Ruth’s hard work
and dedication will be rewarded.

7. What instructions does Boaz give to his workers regarding Ruth?

Boaz instructs his workers to treat Ruth with respect and kindness:

- Protection: He tells them not to touch her or harass her, ensuring her safety while she works.
- Generosity: Boaz instructs his workers to deliberately leave extra grain for Ruth to gather, showcasing his
generosity and care for her well-being.

8. What is Naomi's reaction when Ruth returns home?

When Ruth returns home with the barley, Naomi is surprised and curious about where Ruth gleaned:

- Inquiry: Naomi asks Ruth about the identity of the man whose field she worked in, indicating her
interest in Ruth's well-being and future.
- Recognition of Boaz: Upon learning that Ruth worked in Boaz's field, Naomi acknowledges him as a
relative and expresses hope for their future, highlighting the potential for redemption.

9. How does this chapter set the stage for future events in the Book of
Ruth?

Ruth Chapter 2 is crucial in establishing the relationship between Ruth and Boaz, foreshadowing their
eventual union:

- Building Relationships: The chapter develops the bond between Ruth and Boaz, hinting at the romantic
and redemptive elements to come.
- Divine Providence: The events in this chapter illustrate how God orchestrates circumstances for Ruth and
Naomi, emphasizing the theme of divine intervention throughout the narrative.

Conclusion

Ruth Chapter 2 is rich with themes of loyalty, kindness, and divine providence. The questions and answers



explored in this article highlight the chapter's significance within the greater narrative of the Book of
Ruth. As we reflect on Ruth's perseverance and Boaz's generosity, we can draw lessons about compassion
and the importance of community support. The stage is set for the unfolding story of love and redemption,
making this chapter a vital part of Ruth's journey.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of Ruth gleaning in Boaz's field in Chapter 2?
Ruth gleaning in Boaz's field signifies her loyalty to Naomi and her willingness to provide for her mother-
in-law. It also highlights the practice of gleaning, which allowed the poor to collect leftover crops, showing
the importance of community support in ancient Israel.

How does Boaz demonstrate kindness to Ruth in Chapter 2?
Boaz shows kindness to Ruth by allowing her to glean in his fields and instructing his workers to protect
her. He provides her with extra food and water, ensuring her safety and well-being, which reflects his
character and adherence to the laws of kindness and generosity.

What does Ruth's encounter with Boaz reveal about her character?
Ruth's encounter with Boaz reveals her strong work ethic, humility, and determination. Despite being a
foreigner and a widow, she actively seeks to support herself and Naomi, demonstrating resilience and a
willingness to take initiative.

What cultural practices are highlighted in Ruth Chapter 2?
Chapter 2 highlights several cultural practices, including the custom of gleaning, the responsibilities of
landowners to provide for the poor, and the importance of familial loyalty. It also illustrates the social
dynamics between different groups, such as Israelites and Moabites.

What is Boaz's response to Ruth's request for protection?
Boaz responds positively to Ruth's request for protection by assuring her that she is safe in his field. He
acknowledges her loyalty to Naomi and offers her both physical safety and provisions, demonstrating his
respect for her and her situation.

How does the chapter emphasize the theme of providence?
The chapter emphasizes the theme of providence by showing how Ruth's chance encounter with Boaz
leads to her finding favor and security. It illustrates a divine orchestration of events where Ruth's hard
work is rewarded, suggesting that God is actively involved in their lives.



What role does Naomi play in Ruth's journey in Chapter 2?
Naomi plays a crucial role in Ruth's journey by encouraging her to glean in the fields and guiding her
decisions. Her wisdom and experience help Ruth navigate her new environment, reinforcing the
importance of mentorship and guidance in times of uncertainty.

What does Ruth's reaction to Boaz's kindness indicate about her feelings?
Ruth's reaction to Boaz's kindness indicates her surprise and gratitude. She recognizes the significance of his
generosity, especially as a foreigner, which reflects her humble nature and the deep appreciation she has
for those who show her kindness.

How does Chapter 2 set the stage for future events in the Book of Ruth?
Chapter 2 sets the stage for future events by establishing the relationship between Ruth and Boaz,
foreshadowing their eventual marriage. It builds anticipation for how their union will fulfill Naomi's hopes
for security and lineage, and it highlights Ruth's integration into the Israelite community.
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