robert frank pull my daisy

Robert Frank's "Pull My Daisy" is a seminal work in the realm of American
cinema, showcasing the intersection of art, poetry, and film in a unique and
groundbreaking manner. Released in 1959, this short film, directed by Robert
Frank and co-directed by Alfred Leslie, is a vivid mural of the Beat
Generation, encapsulating the spirit of an era defined by rebellion,
creativity, and a quest for authenticity. This article delves into the film's
significance, themes, and the artistic vision behind it.

Background of "Pull My Daisy"

The Beat Generation and its Influence

The Beat Generation, a literary and cultural movement that emerged in the
1950s, sought to challenge the conventions of mainstream society. Writers
like Jack Kerouac, Allen Ginsberg, and William S. Burroughs were at the
forefront of this movement, advocating for spontaneous creativity, sexual
liberation, and a rejection of materialism. "Pull My Daisy" serves as a
visual companion to the Beat ethos, capturing the essence of this vibrant and
often tumultuous period in American history.

Robert Frank's Artistic Journey

Robert Frank, a Swiss—-born photographer and filmmaker, became a prominent
figure in American art with his innovative approach to documentary
photography. His 1958 book "The Americans" portrayed the complexities of
American life and culture, influencing countless artists. Frank’s foray into
film with "Pull My Daisy" allowed him to expand his artistic vision and
explore the Beat Generation through a different medium.

Plot Summary

"Pull My Daisy" is a short, 28-minute film that combines narrative and
documentary styles, interspersed with elements of poetry. The story revolves
around a young man, played by the poet and actor Gregory Corso, who recounts
his experiences in a whimsical and often surreal manner.

Main Characters

1. The Narrator: Portrayed by Gregory Corso, he embodies the restless spirit
of the Beat Generation.

2. Alice: A character representing the female perspective within the Beat
community.

3. Various Friends: The film features several prominent Beat figures,
including Jack Kerouac and Allen Ginsberg, each contributing to the film's
dynamic atmosphere.



Plot Details

The narrative framework of "Pull My Daisy" unfolds as the narrator describes
a day in his life, filled with interactions among friends, musings on love,
and reflections on existence. The film visually captures the chaotic energy
of the Beat lifestyle, featuring scenes of camaraderie, poetry readings, and
the essence of New York City during the late 1950s.

The film's title itself, "Pull My Daisy," serves as a metaphor for the
carefree and often reckless pursuit of pleasure and experience that defined
the Beat Generation. The use of disjointed scenes and a stream-of-
consciousness narrative style effectively mirrors the improvisational spirit
of jazz, which was influential during this period.

Cinematic Techniques

Visual Style and Aesthetic

"Pull My Daisy" is characterized by its raw, unpolished look, which was a
departure from the polished productions of mainstream cinema at the time.
Robert Frank utilized:

— Hand-held camera work: This technique creates an intimate, documentary-
style feel, immersing viewers in the characters' world.

— Natural lighting: The film often relies on existing light sources,
enhancing its authenticity and spontaneity.

— Improvised dialogue: Many of the conversations in the film were unscripted,
allowing for a genuine portrayal of the characters' lives and thoughts.

Sound Design and Music

The sound design of "Pull My Daisy" plays a crucial role in establishing the
film's atmosphere. The film features:

— Jazz Score: The soundtrack, composed by David Amram, incorporates jazz
elements that resonate with the Beat lifestyle. The music reinforces the
improvisational nature of the film and provides a rhythmic backdrop to the
narrative.

— Voiceover Narration: The narration by Gregory Corso serves as a poetic
commentary, adding depth to the visual imagery and connecting the viewer to
the protagonist's inner thoughts.

Themes and Symbolism

"Pull My Daisy" is rich with themes that resonate with the Beat ethos and the
broader cultural shifts of the 1950s.

Exploration of Freedom and Individuality

At its core, the film celebrates the quest for freedom and individuality. The
characters reject societal norms, embracing a lifestyle that prioritizes
self-expression, creativity, and personal fulfillment. This theme is
illustrated through their interactions and the carefree atmosphere of their
gatherings.



The Nature of Relationships

The film also explores the complexity of relationships within the Beat
community. The characters engage in romantic entanglements and friendships
that are marked by spontaneity and intensity. This fluidity reflects the
era's rejection of traditional relationship structures, emphasizing
connection over convention.

Existential Reflections

Throughout the film, there are poignant moments of existential reflection.
The narrator's musings on life, love, and the passage of time echo the themes
present in Beat literature, drawing parallels between the characters'
experiences and the philosophical inquiries of figures like Allen Ginsberg.

Impact and Legacy

Cultural Significance

"Pull My Daisy" holds a significant place in American cinema as one of the
first films to authentically represent the Beat Generation. It broke away
from conventional storytelling, paving the way for future filmmakers to
explore experimental and avant-garde techniques. The film's influence can be
seen in the works of later directors who sought to capture the essence of
subcultures and marginalized communities.

Critical Reception

Upon its release, "Pull My Daisy" received mixed reviews, with some critics
praising its innovative style while others dismissed it as disjointed and
chaotic. However, over time, its reputation has grown, and it is now
considered a classic of independent cinema. Film scholars and enthusiasts
recognize it as a pioneer of the avant-garde movement in the United States.

Influence on Future Generations

The film's impact extends beyond its immediate context. "Pull My Daisy" has
inspired countless filmmakers, artists, and writers who seek to capture the
spirit of rebellion and experimentation. Its legacy is evident in the works
of directors such as Jim Jarmusch, Harmony Korine, and Richard Linklater, who
continue to explore themes of individuality, freedom, and the complexities of
modern life.

Conclusion

In conclusion, Robert Frank's "Pull My Daisy" is a landmark film that
encapsulates the essence of the Beat Generation while pushing the boundaries
of cinematic expression. Through its innovative techniques, rich themes, and
authentic portrayal of a vibrant subculture, the film remains a powerful
testament to the spirit of rebellion and creativity that defined an era. As
we reflect on its significance, "Pull My Daisy" continues to resonate with
audiences and artists alike, reminding us of the importance of individuality,
self-expression, and the pursuit of a life lived authentically.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Pull My Daisy' about?

'Pull My Daisy' is a short film directed by Robert Frank that explores the
Beat Generation's culture and artistic expression through a loose narrative
centered around a young man's experiences with friends and lovers in New York
City.

How did Robert Frank's 'Pull My Daisy' influence
American cinema?

The film is considered a pioneering work in American independent cinema,
blending documentary and narrative styles, and it helped pave the way for
future filmmakers to explore more experimental and personal storytelling.

Who are the notable figures featured in 'Pull My
Daisy'?
The film features notable Beat Generation figures such as Allen Ginsberg,

Jack Kerouac, and Gregory Corso, who contribute to its authentic portrayal of
the era's artistic community.

What is the significance of the title 'Pull My
Daisy'?
The title 'Pull My Daisy' is a euphemism that reflects the playful and

irreverent spirit of the Beat Generation, encapsulating themes of youth,
rebellion, and the search for meaning.

What style of filmmaking is used in 'Pull My Daisy'?

Robert Frank employs a mix of documentary and experimental filmmaking
techniques in 'Pull My Daisy', using improvisation and real-life interactions
to create an authentic atmosphere.

How does 'Pull My Daisy' reflect the themes of the
Beat Generation?

The film captures the essence of the Beat Generation through its focus on
spontaneity, nonconformity, and the exploration of personal and artistic
freedom, showcasing the social dynamics of the time.

What impact did 'Pull My Daisy' have on future
filmmakers?
'Pull My Daisy' inspired a generation of filmmakers to embrace unconventional

storytelling methods and engage with counterculture themes, influencing the
development of the independent film movement in the 1960s and beyond.



Is 'Pull My Daisy' considered a classic? Why?

'Pull My Daisy' is regarded as a classic due to its innovative approach to
filmmaking, its cultural significance during the Beat Generation, and its
enduring influence on independent cinema and artistic expression.
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