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Roman Empire Parents Guide

The Roman Empire, one of the most fascinating and influential civilizations in history, has captured the
imagination of many, including children and teenagers. However, like any historical topic, it is essential
for parents to understand the content and context their children are exposed to when learning about
this era. This comprehensive guide will provide an overview of the Roman Empire, the themes
associated with it, and tips for parents to navigate discussions about this monumental civilization with

their children.

Understanding the Roman Empire

The Roman Empire was a vast political and social structure that dominated much of Europe, North
Africa, and the Middle East from the 1st century BC until the fall of Constantinople in 1453 AD. It is

known for its remarkable achievements in governance, engineering, architecture, and culture.

Key Historical Periods

1. The Roman Kingdom (753-509 BC): The period when Rome was ruled by kings.

2. The Roman Republic (509-27 BC): A time characterized by a complex system of governance,
including the Senate and popular assemblies.

3. The Roman Empire (27 BC-476 AD): Marked by imperial rule, this period saw the expansion of
Rome’s territories and influence.

4. The Byzantine Empire (330-1453 AD): The eastern segment of the Roman Empire that continued to

thrive after the fall of the western part.



Major Themes of the Roman Empire

- Governance and Law: The development of legal systems and governance structures that have
influenced modern democracies.

- Military Conquests: The expansion of the empire through military might, including notable figures like
Julius Caesar and Augustus.

- Culture and Society: The rich cultural tapestry of Roman life, including art, literature, and social
structures.

- Religion: The transition from polytheism to Christianity and the empire's role in shaping religious
practices.

- Engineering and Architecture: Innovations, including the aqueducts, roads, and monumental buildings

like the Colosseum.

Navigating Content for Children and Teens

When discussing the Roman Empire with children, it's crucial to present the information in an age-

appropriate way. Here are key considerations to keep in mind.

Age Appropriateness

- Young Children (Ages 5-10): Focus on engaging storytelling, emphasizing legends, myths, and the
daily life of Romans. Use colorful illustrations and interactive resources to make history fun.

- Tweens (Ages 11-13): Introduce historical facts, key figures, and events without overwhelming them
with too much detail. Encourage them to explore their interests, whether in military history or culture.
- Teens (Ages 14-18): Present more complex themes, including the societal impacts of the Roman
Empire, its governance, and its legacy in the modern world. Allow for critical discussions about the

empire's darker aspects, such as slavery and wars.



Potential Concerns and Topics to Discuss

The Roman Empire's history is not without its darker aspects, which may raise questions or concerns

for parents. Here are some topics to discuss:

- Violence and Warfare: The Roman Empire was built on military conquest. Discuss the context of war
and its consequences.

- Slavery: Millions were enslaved in the Roman Empire. This complex issue can be an opportunity to
discuss human rights and the evolution of societal norms.

- Religious Persecution: Early Christians faced persecution. This can lead to discussions on tolerance
and the importance of religious freedom.

- Political Corruption: The fall of the Roman Empire was partly due to corruption and mismanagement,

providing a platform for discussions on ethics in governance.

Educational Resources

There are numerous educational resources available that can help parents provide a well-rounded

understanding of the Roman Empire. Here are some recommended categories:

Books

1. For Young Children:

- "The Story of Rome" by John H. H. Smith - A simplified narrative that engages young readers.

2. For Tweens:
- "You Wouldn't Want to Be a Roman Soldier!" by David Stewart - An entertaining look at the life of a

Roman soldier.



3. For Teens:
- "SPQR: A History of Ancient Rome" by Mary Beard - A more in-depth exploration of Roman history

that encourages critical thinking.

Documentaries and Films

- Documentaries:
- "The Roman Empire" (Netflix) - A docudrama series that presents key events and figures in an

engaging manner.
- Films:

- "Gladiator" (2000) - While fictional, it provides a glimpse into Roman society, though parents should

discuss its historical accuracy and mature themes.

Online Resources and Interactive Tools

- Educational Websites: Websites like History.com and BBC History offer articles, timelines, and
educational games about the Roman Empire.
- Virtual Tours: Platforms such as Google Arts & Culture provide virtual tours of ancient Roman sites,

making it accessible and interactive.

Encouraging Critical Thinking

As children and teens learn about the Roman Empire, it's essential to encourage critical thinking. Here

are some strategies:

- Ask Questions: Engage your child with open-ended questions about what they’ve learned. For



example, "What do you think were the most significant achievements of the Roman Empire?" or "How
do you think Roman society compares to our society today?"

- Discuss Different Perspectives: Encourage discussions about how historians interpret events
differently and how context affects these interpretations.

- Connect to Modern Times: Help them draw connections between ancient Rome and contemporary

issues, such as governance, law, and social justice.

Conclusion

The Roman Empire is a captivating subject that offers valuable lessons and insights into human
civilization. As parents, it is vital to approach this topic with an understanding of its complexities and
provide a nurturing environment for discussion and exploration. By utilizing age-appropriate resources,
fostering critical thinking, and navigating potential concerns, parents can guide their children in
developing a well-rounded understanding of this influential empire. This engagement not only enriches

their knowledge of history but also encourages empathy and critical analysis of the world around them.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Roman Empire Parents Guide?

The Roman Empire Parents Guide is a resource designed to help parents understand the content,
themes, and historical accuracy of materials related to the Roman Empire, including films,

documentaries, and educational programs.

Are there any violent themes in Roman Empire documentaries?

Yes, many documentaries about the Roman Empire depict violence, including battles, conquests, and
power struggles, which may not be suitable for younger audiences. Parents should preview content

before viewing.



What age group is appropriate for Roman Empire content?

Content about the Roman Empire varies widely, but generally, educational materials are suitable for

ages 10 and up, while some films or shows may be better suited for teenagers due to mature themes.

Is there sexual content in Roman Empire-related media?

Some portrayals of the Roman Empire include references to sexual relationships and practices of the

time, which can be explicit. It's advisable for parents to review content descriptions for specific details.

How can parents discuss the Roman Empire with their children?

Parents can engage in discussions by exploring the historical significance, cultural practices, and moral

lessons of the Roman Empire, encouraging critical thinking about its impact on modern society.

What educational resources are available for learning about the Roman
Empire?

There are numerous educational resources available, including books, documentaries, websites, and

interactive programs that cater to various age groups and learning styles about the Roman Empire.

What should parents look for in a Roman Empire film or show?

Parents should look for age-appropriate ratings, historical accuracy, the portrayal of themes, and
reviews that indicate the quality of content to ensure it aligns with their values and what they deem

suitable for their children.
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