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remington model 41 targetmaster history traces the development, design, and significance of one of the
most unique semi-automatic pistols produced in the mid-20th century. Renowned for its innovative
engineering and exceptional reliability, the Remington Model 41 Targetmaster occupies a special place in
American firearms history. This article delves into the origins, technical specifications, production timeline,
and legacy of the Remington Model 41 Targetmaster, examining how it distinguished itself from
contemporaries. By exploring its historical context, design features, and collector’s value, readers will gain a
comprehensive understanding of this firearm’s role in target shooting and firearm innovation. The in-depth
exploration also highlights the craftsmanship behind the Model 41, its impact on shooting sports, and why it
remains a sought-after piece for enthusiasts and historians alike. The following sections outline the detailed
facets of the Remington Model 41 Targetmaster history.

Origins and Development

Design and Technical Features

Production and Variants

Usage and Performance

Collector’s Value and Legacy

Origins and Development
The Remington Model 41 Targetmaster history begins in the early 1930s when Remington Arms sought
to create a high-quality, .22 caliber semi-automatic pistol designed specifically for target shooting. The
company collaborated with John Pedersen, a prominent firearms designer known for his innovative work,
who played a crucial role in the pistol’s unique operating mechanism. The Model 41 was introduced to
compete with other rimfire target pistols on the market, offering shooters exceptional accuracy and
reliability. Its development was influenced by a growing interest in precision shooting sports and the
demand for a semi-automatic pistol that could combine speed with accuracy. This period marked a turning
point for Remington as it expanded its product line beyond rifles and shotguns to include finely crafted
handguns.



Historical Context
The 1930s and 1940s were decades of significant advancement in firearm technology, particularly in the
realm of semi-automatic pistols. The Remington Model 41 was introduced during a time when target
shooting was gaining popularity across the United States, both as a competitive sport and a recreational
activity. The pistol’s design reflected the era’s emphasis on precision and reliability, catering to shooters
who required rapid follow-up shots without sacrificing accuracy. Additionally, the Model 41’s introduction
coincided with innovations in metallurgy and machining that allowed for more precise manufacturing
tolerances, which Remington capitalized on to produce a finely engineered firearm.

John Pedersen’s Contribution
John Pedersen’s influence on the Remington Model 41 Targetmaster history is pivotal. Pedersen’s
expertise in firearm mechanisms led to the design of the pistol’s unique locked-breech system, which
utilized a delayed blowback operation uncommon among .22 caliber pistols of the time. His approach
allowed the Model 41 to handle rimfire ammunition with remarkable consistency and smooth cycling.
Pedersen’s work on the Model 41 also included ergonomic considerations, ensuring that the pistol was
comfortable to shoot and easy to control, which contributed to its popularity among target shooters.

Design and Technical Features
The Remington Model 41 Targetmaster is distinguished by several innovative design and technical
features that set it apart from other semi-automatic pistols of its era. Its engineering reflects a blend of
precision craftsmanship and advanced mechanics aimed at enhancing accuracy, reliability, and shooter
comfort. The pistol's design incorporates a unique locking system and finely tuned trigger mechanism,
making it a favorite among precision shooters. This section explores the key elements of the Model 41's
design and the technologies that define its operational excellence.

Operating Mechanism
The most notable technical feature of the Remington Model 41 Targetmaster is its delayed blowback,
locked-breech operating system. Unlike typical blowback pistols that rely solely on the mass of the slide
and recoil spring tension, the Model 41 uses a locking block that moves vertically to unlock the breech only
after pressure has dropped, allowing for smoother recoil and reduced wear. This mechanism contributes
significantly to the pistol’s accuracy by minimizing barrel movement during firing and ensuring consistent
cycling. The system also enhances reliability by reducing the likelihood of jams and malfunctions associated
with rimfire ammunition.



Barrel and Accuracy Enhancements
Accuracy was a primary goal in the Model 41’s design. The pistol features a fixed barrel, which is integral
to the frame, reducing barrel movement and improving shot consistency. The barrel length varies slightly
between variants but generally measures around 5 inches, providing an optimal balance between sight
radius and maneuverability. The Model 41 also includes finely adjustable sights, allowing shooters to make
precise windage and elevation adjustments according to target conditions. These features combined made
the pistol a superior choice for target shooting disciplines.

Ergonomics and Trigger
Ergonomics were carefully considered in the Model 41 Targetmaster history, with a grip design that fits
comfortably in the hand and promotes natural pointing. The pistol’s grip is made of high-quality checkered
wood, enhancing control and reducing slippage during rapid fire. The trigger mechanism is renowned for
its crisp, light pull, often cited as one of the best factory triggers of its time. This precise trigger contributes
to better shot placement and overall shooter confidence. Safety features, including a manual safety lever
and a magazine disconnect, were integrated without compromising the pistol’s streamlined design.

Production and Variants
Production of the Remington Model 41 Targetmaster spanned several decades, during which the pistol
underwent various refinements and variant releases. Understanding the production history provides
insight into the evolution of the firearm and its reception in the market. This section outlines the key
production phases, notable variants, and distinguishing characteristics that collectors and historians recognize
today.

Production Timeline
The Remington Model 41 was first introduced in 1936 and continued production until 1958. During these
22 years, Remington produced approximately 100,000 units, making it relatively rare compared to other
rimfire pistols. The production was temporarily interrupted during World War II, as manufacturing
resources were redirected toward the war effort. After the war, production resumed with improvements
based on user feedback and technological advancements. The final years of production focused on refining
existing features rather than radical redesigns.

Variants and Models
Several variants of the Model 41 were produced, each catering to specific shooting preferences:



Model 41-A: The original production model featuring the initial design with a 5-inch barrel and
walnut grips.

Model 41-B: Introduced minor improvements such as enhanced sights and slight modifications to the
trigger mechanism.

Targetmaster: A specialized version designed specifically for target shooting competitions, with
refined sights and a match-grade barrel.

Sportmaster: A variant aimed at recreational shooters, featuring simplified sights and a more
affordable finish.

Each variant maintained the core mechanical principles of the Model 41 but catered to different user groups
and market demands.

Usage and Performance
The Remington Model 41 Targetmaster history is marked not only by its design but also by its practical
application in shooting sports and recreational use. Its combination of accuracy, reliability, and ergonomic
design made it a favored choice among competitive shooters and firearm enthusiasts. This section examines
how the Model 41 performed in various shooting scenarios and its reputation within the firearms
community.

Target Shooting Applications
Designed primarily for target shooting, the Model 41 excelled in disciplines requiring precision and quick
follow-up shots. Its smooth cycling mechanism and accurate barrel made it ideal for bullseye competitions
and training exercises. The adjustable sights allowed for customization to varying distances and
environmental conditions, while the comfortable grip facilitated prolonged shooting sessions without
fatigue. Many shooting clubs and competitive shooters adopted the Model 41 as a reliable sidearm for formal
matches and practice.

Reliability and Maintenance
One of the hallmark traits of the Remington Model 41 Targetmaster is its reliability. The locked-breech
system and quality manufacturing reduced malfunctions common in rimfire pistols. Maintenance was
straightforward due to the pistol’s relatively simple disassembly process. However, the precision
components required regular cleaning and careful lubrication to maintain optimal performance. Proper care
ensured that the Model 41 could deliver consistent results over many years, contributing to its enduring



popularity.

Collector’s Value and Legacy
The Remington Model 41 Targetmaster history extends beyond its functional life into the realm of
collectors and firearm historians. Its unique design, limited production, and role in the evolution of semi-
automatic pistols have made it a prized possession for collectors. This section explores the factors influencing
the Model 41’s collectible status and its lasting impact on firearm design and shooting culture.

Rarity and Market Demand
Given its relatively low production numbers and discontinuation over six decades ago, the Remington
Model 41 Targetmaster is considered rare in today’s firearms market. Well-preserved examples, especially
those with original parts and finishes, fetch premium prices among collectors. The pistol’s association with
John Pedersen and its innovative mechanism enhance its desirability. Factors such as condition, variant
type, and provenance significantly impact market value, with Targetmaster models often commanding
higher prices due to their specialized features.

Influence on Firearm Design
The engineering principles demonstrated in the Model 41 influenced subsequent firearm designs,
particularly in the realm of rimfire semi-automatic pistols. Its locked-breech delayed blowback system
demonstrated an effective approach to managing recoil and cycling in small-caliber pistols. This innovation
paved the way for more reliable and accurate rimfire handguns in the decades to follow. The Remington
Model 41’s legacy is also reflected in how manufacturers prioritize ergonomics and trigger quality in target
pistols today.

Preservation and Enthusiast Communities
Collectors and shooting enthusiasts actively preserve the Remington Model 41 Targetmaster through
dedicated restoration projects and participation in vintage shooting competitions. Various firearm clubs and
online forums provide resources and support for owners seeking to maintain or acquire these pistols. The
shared appreciation for the Model 41 underscores its historical importance and enduring appeal within the
shooting community.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Remington Model 41 Targetmaster?
The Remington Model 41 Targetmaster is a semi-automatic .22 caliber pistol designed for target shooting
and introduced in the 1930s. It is known for its precision and quality craftsmanship.

When was the Remington Model 41 first produced?
The Remington Model 41 was first produced in 1936 and remained in production until 1958.

Who designed the Remington Model 41?
The Remington Model 41 was designed by C.C. Loomis and R.E. Foster, with input from noted firearms
designer John Pedersen.

What distinguishes the Remington Model 41 Targetmaster from other .22
pistols of its era?
The Model 41 features a unique delayed blowback action and a patented bolt system that reduces recoil and
enhances accuracy, making it stand out among other .22 pistols of its time.

What calibers are available for the Remington Model 41?
The Remington Model 41 was primarily chambered in .22 Long Rifle, with some variants available in .22
Short and .22 Long.

How did World War II impact the production of the Remington Model
41?
During World War II, production of the Model 41 was halted as Remington shifted focus to military
contracts; production resumed post-war with some design improvements.

What are the key features of the Remington Model 41 Targetmaster?
Key features include a lightweight aluminum frame, adjustable sights, a smooth trigger, and a unique bolt
system that enhances accuracy and reliability.

Is the Remington Model 41 considered a collectible firearm today?
Yes, due to its historical significance, quality build, and limited production, the Remington Model 41 is
highly sought after by collectors.



What maintenance tips are recommended for preserving a Remington
Model 41?
Regular cleaning, proper lubrication of the bolt and action, and careful storage in a dry environment are
recommended to maintain the firearm's condition and functionality.

Additional Resources
1. The Remington Model 41 Targetmaster: A Comprehensive History
This book offers an in-depth exploration of the Remington Model 41 Targetmaster, tracing its development
and design evolution. It covers the firearm's unique features and mechanical innovations that set it apart
from other pistols of its era. Detailed photographs and original factory documents provide a rich context for
collectors and historians.

2. Classic American Pistols: The Remington Model 41 Story
Focusing on classic American handguns, this volume dedicates a significant section to the Model 41
Targetmaster. It examines the pistol’s role in competitive shooting and its reception among enthusiasts
during the mid-20th century. The book also highlights key variants and production changes over the years.

3. Remington Firearms: From Tradition to Targetmaster
This book chronicles the history of Remington firearms, culminating with the introduction of the Model 41
Targetmaster. Readers will find detailed accounts of the company’s innovation strategies and how the
Targetmaster fit into their product lineup. It includes interviews with designers and competitive shooters
from the period.

4. Target Pistols of the 20th Century: The Remington Model 41
Dedicated to target pistols, this book places the Model 41 Targetmaster among its contemporaries,
emphasizing its precision and design philosophy. The author discusses its performance in shooting
competitions and the technological advancements it introduced. Technical schematics and shooting tips are
included for enthusiasts.

5. Collector’s Guide to the Remington Model 41 Targetmaster
Designed for collectors, this guide details how to identify authentic Model 41 Targetmasters, including rare
variations and production markings. It offers advice on maintenance, restoration, and valuation. The book
also provides historical anecdotes and market trends to assist serious collectors.

6. The Engineering Behind the Remington Model 41 Targetmaster
This technical book explores the mechanical engineering and craftsmanship involved in the Model 41
Targetmaster. It delves into the pistol’s blowback system, trigger mechanism, and ergonomic design.
Detailed diagrams and engineering analyses make this a valuable resource for gunsmiths and engineers.

7. The Remington Model 41 in Competitive Shooting



Highlighting the Model 41 Targetmaster’s role in the sport of competitive shooting, this book covers
notable matches and champions who favored the pistol. It discusses modifications and shooting techniques
that enhanced performance. The narrative includes firsthand accounts from shooters and coaches.

8. Remington Model 41: Design, Development, and Legacy
This book covers the full lifecycle of the Model 41 Targetmaster, from initial concept to discontinuation and
legacy. It examines the impact the pistol had on subsequent firearm designs and the target shooting
community. Archival photos and patent illustrations enrich the historical narrative.

9. The Art and Craft of the Remington Model 41 Targetmaster
Focusing on the aesthetic and artisanal aspects, this book celebrates the craftsmanship of the Model 41
Targetmaster. It highlights the attention to detail in materials, finishes, and ergonomics. Interviews with
former Remington artisans and detailed close-ups showcase the pistol as both a tool and a work of art.
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