
remington 870 police magnum history
remington 870 police magnum history traces the origins and development of one of the most
iconic and widely used shotguns in law enforcement history. This article explores the detailed
evolution of the Remington 870, focusing especially on the Police Magnum variant, which has become
synonymous with reliability, durability, and performance in police and tactical settings. From its
inception in the early 1950s to its widespread adoption by police forces worldwide, the Remington
870 Police Magnum has a rich history marked by innovation and practical design enhancements. This
comprehensive overview will cover the historical timeline, design features, operational advantages,
and the impact of the Remington 870 Police Magnum on modern law enforcement. Readers will gain
insights into why this shotgun remains a preferred choice for agencies and enthusiasts alike.
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Origins and Development of the Remington 870
The Remington 870 shotgun was first introduced in 1950 by Remington Arms, aiming to create a
robust, reliable, and versatile pump-action shotgun. Designed by the skilled engineers at Remington,
the 870 quickly became known for its smooth action, ease of maintenance, and adaptability to various
shooting needs. Initially intended for civilian hunters and sport shooters, the shotgun’s rugged
construction soon attracted the attention of military and law enforcement agencies. The 870’s design
incorporated a steel receiver and a solid, dependable pump-action mechanism, which set it apart
from competitors and established the foundation for future specialized models, including the Police
Magnum.

The Introduction of the Police Magnum Model
The Police Magnum variant of the Remington 870 was introduced in the late 1960s as a response to
the growing demand for a shotgun tailored specifically for law enforcement use. This model featured
several enhancements aimed at improving reliability and performance under the rigorous conditions
faced by police officers. The Police Magnum was chambered to handle 2¾-inch and 3-inch shells,
offering greater stopping power and versatility in tactical situations. Its rugged frame and enhanced
barrel length options made it an ideal choice for patrol, tactical response, and crowd control. The
introduction of this model marked a significant milestone in the remington 870 police magnum



history, as it became a standard issue for numerous police departments across the United States and
beyond.

Design and Technical Features
The Remington 870 Police Magnum is distinguished by several key design and technical features that
contribute to its enduring popularity. Its pump-action mechanism is celebrated for being exceptionally
smooth, allowing for rapid follow-up shots, which is crucial in high-pressure law enforcement
scenarios. The shotgun typically features a 20-inch barrel, which balances maneuverability and
accuracy, making it suitable for close-quarters as well as medium-range engagements. Additional
design elements include:

Steel receiver and barrel for enhanced durability

Bead front sight for quick target acquisition

Extended magazine tube capacity, often holding up to six rounds

Black synthetic or hardwood stock options for user comfort and weather resistance

Compatibility with various tactical accessories, such as shell carriers and sling mounts

These features reflect the practical needs of law enforcement officers, reinforcing the shotgun’s
reputation for reliability and versatility.

Adoption and Use in Law Enforcement
The Remington 870 Police Magnum rapidly gained favor with police agencies throughout the United
States due to its robust construction and dependable performance. Its adoption was driven by the
shotgun’s ability to function reliably in diverse environments, from urban patrols to rural policing.
Agencies appreciated the model’s capacity for rapid deployment and its effectiveness in both lethal
and less-lethal applications, such as firing tear gas or bean bag rounds. The Police Magnum became
an essential tool in the arsenals of sheriff’s departments, metropolitan police forces, and federal
agencies. Its use extended beyond patrol officers to specialized units, including SWAT teams and
correctional facility personnel, underscoring its adaptability and trusted performance in critical
situations.

Variants and Customizations
Over time, the Remington 870 Police Magnum has seen numerous variants and customizations to
meet evolving law enforcement requirements. These modifications include altered barrel lengths,
different stock configurations, and the addition of tactical accessories like heat shields, pistol grips,
and optical sights. Some common variants and customizations include:

870 Express Police: A cost-effective model with similar features tailored for law enforcement



870 Tactical models: Featuring shorter barrels and accessory rails for mounting lights and optics

Slug barrels for enhanced accuracy with single-projectile rounds

Extended magazine tubes for increased ammunition capacity

Custom finishes and coatings for enhanced corrosion resistance

These adaptations have helped the Remington 870 Police Magnum maintain relevance in modern
policing, accommodating advancements in tactical operations and officer preferences.

Legacy and Influence on Modern Shotguns
The remington 870 police magnum history is a testament to the shotgun’s lasting impact on law
enforcement firearms. Its design principles and performance benchmarks have influenced the
development of numerous modern pump-action shotguns. The 870’s blend of reliability, simplicity,
and adaptability set standards that many manufacturers strive to match. Even decades after its
introduction, the Police Magnum remains a preferred choice for departments seeking a proven,
effective shotgun platform. Its legacy is evident not only in continued production and use but also in
its influence on tactical firearm training, law enforcement procurement policies, and the broader
shotgun market.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the history of the Remington 870 Police Magnum?
The Remington 870 Police Magnum is a variant of the Remington 870 shotgun series, introduced in
the 1950s. It was developed to meet the rigorous demands of law enforcement agencies, offering a
reliable, durable, and versatile shotgun platform for police use.

When was the Remington 870 Police Magnum first
introduced?
The Remington 870 Police Magnum was introduced in the late 1950s as part of Remington's efforts to
provide law enforcement with a robust and effective shotgun tailored to their needs.

What distinguishes the Remington 870 Police Magnum from
other Remington 870 models?
The Police Magnum model is designed specifically for law enforcement, featuring a heavier barrel,
improved durability, and often a shorter barrel length for tactical use, differentiating it from standard
hunting or sporting models.



Why was the Remington 870 chosen by police forces
historically?
The Remington 870 was chosen by police forces due to its reliability, ease of maintenance, versatility
with various ammunition types, and its pump-action design, which offers quick follow-up shots
essential for law enforcement scenarios.

How has the Remington 870 Police Magnum evolved over
time?
Over the decades, the Remington 870 Police Magnum has seen improvements in materials,
manufacturing techniques, and design features such as better stocks, sights, and accessory mounting
options to keep up with modern tactical requirements.

What role did the Remington 870 Police Magnum play in law
enforcement history?
The Remington 870 Police Magnum has been a staple in law enforcement armories worldwide, serving
as a dependable tool for patrol officers, SWAT teams, and specialized units from the mid-20th century
to the present.

Are there any notable incidents or uses of the Remington 870
Police Magnum in police history?
The Remington 870 Police Magnum has been involved in numerous notable police operations and
incidents due to its widespread use, including hostage rescues, raids, and tactical deployments,
underscoring its effectiveness and reliability.

What ammunition does the Remington 870 Police Magnum
typically use?
The Remington 870 Police Magnum typically uses 12-gauge shotgun shells, including buckshot,
birdshot, and slugs, providing versatility for different law enforcement scenarios.

How did the Remington 870 Police Magnum influence modern
police shotguns?
The success and reliability of the Remington 870 Police Magnum set a standard for police shotguns,
influencing the design and features of modern tactical shotguns used by law enforcement agencies
around the world.

Additional Resources
1. The Remington 870: A Legendary Police Magnum
This book delves into the history and development of the Remington 870, focusing on its widespread
adoption by law enforcement agencies. It covers the design innovations that made the 870 a reliable



and versatile shotgun. Readers will find detailed accounts of its use in various police operations and
its impact on tactical law enforcement.

2. Shotgun Stories: The Legacy of the Remington 870 Police Magnum
Exploring the cultural and operational history of the Remington 870, this book highlights its role in
police work across decades. It includes interviews with officers, technical specifications, and
comparisons with other service shotguns. The narrative also discusses how the 870 influenced
shotgun design standards.

3. Remington 870 Police Magnum: Evolution of a Tactical Icon
This title traces the evolution of the Remington 870 from its inception in the early 1950s to its status
as a police favorite. It examines modifications and special editions tailored for law enforcement use.
The book provides insights into manufacturing processes and the shotgun’s adaptability in various law
enforcement scenarios.

4. Behind the Trigger: The Remington 870 in Police History
Offering a historical perspective, this book investigates key moments when the Remington 870 was
pivotal in police engagements. It combines archival research with firsthand accounts from veteran
officers. The focus is on how the shotgun’s design met the demands of public safety and tactical
efficiency.

5. Police Shotguns: The Remington 870 Magnum Story
This comprehensive guide covers the technical and historical aspects of the Remington 870 Police
Magnum. It features detailed diagrams, maintenance tips, and performance reviews. The book also
explores the shotgun’s role in shaping police armament policies throughout the late 20th century.

6. The Remington 870: From Civilian Use to Police Magnum
Detailing the transition of the Remington 870 from a civilian shotgun to a law enforcement staple, this
book explains the adaptations and enhancements made for police applications. It discusses the
challenges and successes experienced during this transformation. Readers gain a thorough
understanding of the shotgun’s dual roles.

7. Tactical Tools: The Remington 870 in Law Enforcement History
This book focuses on the tactical advantages the Remington 870 brought to police forces around the
world. It covers training methodologies, deployment strategies, and real-world case studies. The
narrative underscores the shotgun’s reliability and effectiveness in high-pressure situations.

8. Remington 870 Police Magnum: Design, Development, and Deployment
An in-depth technical and historical exploration, this title examines the engineering behind the
Remington 870 Police Magnum and its deployment in various police departments. It includes
interviews with designers and law enforcement officials. The book also discusses future trends
inspired by the 870’s design.

9. Legacy of the Remington 870: The Police Magnum Chronicles
This book chronicles the enduring legacy of the Remington 870 Police Magnum through decades of
police service. It features stories from officers, collectors, and historians, highlighting the shotgun’s
role in law enforcement history. The work emphasizes the 870’s status as a symbol of police
preparedness and resilience.
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