
reflexive and intensive pronouns
worksheets
Reflexive and intensive pronouns worksheets are essential educational tools designed to
enhance students' understanding and application of these specific types of pronouns.
Understanding reflexive and intensive pronouns is crucial for mastering grammar, as they
play a significant role in sentence construction and meaning. This article will delve into
the definitions, functions, and uses of reflexive and intensive pronouns, and provide
insights into effective worksheets that educators can use to teach these concepts.

Understanding Reflexive Pronouns

Reflexive pronouns are pronouns that refer back to the subject of the sentence. They are
formed by adding “-self” or “-selves” to certain pronouns. Reflexive pronouns are used
when the subject and the object of the verb refer to the same entity.

List of Reflexive Pronouns

Here is a list of common reflexive pronouns:

1. Myself
2. Yourself
3. Himself
4. Herself
5. Itself
6. Ourselves
7. Yourselves
8. Themselves

Examples of Reflexive Pronouns in Sentences

- I taught myself to play the guitar.
- She prepared herself for the exam.
- We enjoyed ourselves at the party.

In these examples, the reflexive pronouns are used to indicate that the action of the verb
is performed on the subject by the subject itself.

Understanding Intensive Pronouns



Intensive pronouns are similar in form to reflexive pronouns but serve a different purpose.
They are used to emphasize a noun or another pronoun in the sentence. Intensive
pronouns do not change the meaning of the sentence; they simply add emphasis.

List of Intensive Pronouns

Intensive pronouns include the same forms as reflexive pronouns:

1. Myself
2. Yourself
3. Himself
4. Herself
5. Itself
6. Ourselves
7. Yourselves
8. Themselves

Examples of Intensive Pronouns in Sentences

- I baked this cake myself.
- The President himself attended the meeting.
- They completed the project themselves.

In these instances, the intensive pronouns highlight the subject, adding emphasis to the
action they performed.

Key Differences Between Reflexive and Intensive
Pronouns

Understanding the differences between reflexive and intensive pronouns is crucial for
proper usage. Here are some key distinctions:

- Function: Reflexive pronouns serve to indicate that the subject performs an action on
itself, while intensive pronouns are used for emphasizing the subject.
- Necessity: Reflexive pronouns are necessary to complete the meaning of a sentence;
without them, the sentence may become unclear. In contrast, intensive pronouns can be
omitted without changing the fundamental meaning of the sentence.
- Position: Reflexive pronouns typically follow the verb or a preposition, while intensive
pronouns are placed directly after the noun or pronoun they emphasize.



Creating Effective Worksheets for Learning
Reflexive and Intensive Pronouns

Worksheets are an excellent way to reinforce learning about reflexive and intensive
pronouns. Here are some suggestions for creating effective worksheets:

Types of Exercises

1. Identification Exercises: Create sentences where students identify and label reflexive
and intensive pronouns. For example:
- "The cat groomed itself." (Reflexive)
- "The author himself wrote the book." (Intensive)

2. Fill-in-the-Blank: Provide sentences with missing pronouns, prompting students to fill in
the correct reflexive or intensive pronoun based on context. For example:
- "She completed the project ____."
- "I made this decision all by ____."

3. Sentence Construction: Ask students to write their own sentences using both reflexive
and intensive pronouns. This encourages creativity while reinforcing their understanding.

4. Error Correction: Present sentences that contain errors in the use of reflexive and
intensive pronouns. Have students identify and correct these errors. For example:
- Incorrect: "He enjoyed himself at the game." (If used incorrectly, it might be intended as
intensive)
- Correct: "He himself enjoyed the game." (If emphasis is intended)

Visual Elements

Incorporating visual elements into worksheets can enhance engagement and
understanding. Consider the following:

- Charts or Tables: Create charts that compare reflexive and intensive pronouns, listing
examples and functions side by side.
- Illustrations: Use images or illustrations that represent actions, encouraging students to
create sentences using reflexive or intensive pronouns related to the visuals.

Group Activities

To foster collaboration and discussion, consider group activities:

1. Pronoun Sorting: Provide a mix of sentences with reflexive and intensive pronouns and
have students work in groups to sort them into two categories.
2. Role Play: Have students create short skits using both types of pronouns, allowing them



to practice in a fun, interactive way.

Assessment and Feedback

After students complete worksheets on reflexive and intensive pronouns, it’s important to
assess their understanding and provide constructive feedback. Here are some strategies:

- Quizzes: Administer a short quiz to test students’ knowledge, including multiple-choice
questions and short answer formats.
- Peer Review: Have students exchange worksheets and review each other's work,
promoting collaborative learning.
- Individual Feedback: Provide personalized feedback, highlighting areas of strength and
opportunities for improvement.

Conclusion

Incorporating reflexive and intensive pronouns worksheets into the curriculum is vital for
enhancing students' grammatical skills. Understanding these pronouns not only aids in
sentence construction but also improves overall communication skills. By utilizing a
variety of exercises, visual aids, and collaborative activities, educators can create a
dynamic learning environment that engages students and reinforces their understanding
of reflexive and intensive pronouns. Through practice, assessment, and feedback, students
will become proficient in using these pronouns accurately and effectively in both written
and spoken language.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are reflexive pronouns and how are they used in
sentences?
Reflexive pronouns are pronouns that refer back to the subject of the sentence. They are
used to show that the subject performs an action on itself, such as 'myself', 'yourself',
'himself', etc.

Can you provide examples of intensive pronouns?
Intensive pronouns emphasize a noun or another pronoun in the sentence. Examples
include 'myself', 'yourself', 'himself', and 'herself'.

What is the difference between reflexive and intensive



pronouns?
The difference is that reflexive pronouns are necessary to complete the meaning of a
sentence, while intensive pronouns are not necessary and are used for emphasis.

How can worksheets help in learning reflexive and
intensive pronouns?
Worksheets provide practice opportunities for identifying and using reflexive and intensive
pronouns correctly, reinforcing the concepts through exercises and examples.

What types of exercises are commonly found in reflexive
and intensive pronouns worksheets?
Common exercises include fill-in-the-blank sentences, matching pronouns to their
antecedents, correcting sentences, and rewriting sentences using reflexive or intensive
pronouns.

Are there any online resources for reflexive and
intensive pronouns worksheets?
Yes, many educational websites offer free downloadable worksheets and interactive
exercises focusing on reflexive and intensive pronouns, catering to various grade levels.

How can teachers assess students' understanding of
reflexive and intensive pronouns using worksheets?
Teachers can assess students by reviewing their completed worksheets for accuracy in
identifying and using pronouns correctly, as well as through follow-up discussions or
quizzes.

What grade levels are appropriate for using reflexive
and intensive pronouns worksheets?
Reflexive and intensive pronouns worksheets are typically appropriate for elementary to
middle school students, often introduced in grades 3 to 6 depending on the curriculum.
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