
revising sentences to create parallel
structure answers
revising sentences to create parallel structure answers is an essential skill in writing that
enhances clarity, readability, and stylistic harmony. Parallel structure, also known as parallelism,
involves using the same pattern of words or grammatical forms within a sentence to show that two or
more ideas have the same level of importance. This technique is particularly useful when revising
sentences to create parallel structure answers, as it ensures that statements are balanced and easy
to understand. This article explores the importance of parallel structure, common errors to avoid, and
practical strategies for revising sentences effectively. Additionally, it provides examples and exercises
to reinforce the concept and improve writing proficiency. Mastery of this skill can significantly elevate
the quality of written communication in academic, professional, and creative contexts. The following
sections will guide readers through the fundamentals and techniques for revising sentences to create
parallel structure answers.

Understanding Parallel Structure in Writing

Common Errors When Revising Sentences for Parallelism

Techniques for Revising Sentences to Create Parallel Structure

Examples of Parallel Structure in Sentences

Practice Exercises for Revising Sentences

Understanding Parallel Structure in Writing
Parallel structure is a grammatical and stylistic concept that requires elements in a sentence to be
grammatically the same or similar in construction, sound, meaning, or meter. This consistency helps
readers process information smoothly and recognize relationships between ideas. When revising
sentences to create parallel structure answers, it is crucial to identify the components that need
alignment, such as verbs, nouns, phrases, or clauses. Parallelism commonly appears in lists,
comparisons, and paired ideas, enhancing both the flow and emphasis of sentences. Understanding
the basics of parallelism is the first step toward effective sentence revision.

Definition and Importance
Parallel structure means using the same grammatical form within a sentence to coordinate ideas
clearly and effectively. For example, in the sentence "She likes hiking, swimming, and biking," all the
activities are presented as gerunds, maintaining parallelism. This uniformity not only improves
readability but also strengthens the impact of the message by creating rhythm and balance. Revising
sentences to create parallel structure answers ensures that writing is polished and professional.



Elements That Require Parallelism
Common elements in sentences that require parallel structure include:

Items in a list or series

Paired conjunctions such as "and," "or," and "but"

Comparison structures using "than" or "as"

Correlative conjunctions like "either...or," "neither...nor," and "both...and"

Verb forms within compound predicates

Common Errors When Revising Sentences for
Parallelism
While revising sentences to create parallel structure answers, writers often encounter typical errors
that disrupt the flow and clarity of their writing. Identifying and correcting these mistakes is essential
to maintain grammatical accuracy and coherence.

Mixing Grammatical Forms
One of the most frequent errors is mixing different grammatical forms within a list or series. For
instance, a sentence like "She enjoys reading, to swim, and biking" lacks parallelism because it
combines a gerund ("reading"), an infinitive ("to swim"), and another gerund ("biking"). Revising such
sentences to create parallel structure answers involves converting all elements into the same form,
such as "reading, swimming, and biking."

Inconsistent Verb Tenses
Another common mistake is inconsistent verb tenses within a sentence. For example: "He cooked
dinner, cleans the house, and was doing laundry." To revise this sentence for parallelism, verbs
should be aligned in tense: "He cooked dinner, cleaned the house, and did the laundry."

Unequal Emphasis in Comparisons
Comparisons can lose effectiveness if elements are not parallel. An example is "She is smarter than
anyone in the room is." The sentence is correct but can be clearer if parallel structure is emphasized:
"She is smarter than anyone else in the room."



Techniques for Revising Sentences to Create Parallel
Structure
Effective revision strategies can help writers ensure their sentences maintain parallelism. These
techniques are practical tools for producing polished and balanced writing.

Identify the Elements to Align
Begin by pinpointing the parts of the sentence that need to be parallel, such as items in a list, paired
phrases, or clauses. Highlighting these elements makes it easier to compare their grammatical forms
and revise accordingly.

Use Consistent Grammatical Forms
Ensure that all elements share the same grammatical form, whether they are nouns, verbs, gerunds,
infinitives, or clauses. This consistency is the core of parallelism and improves sentence clarity.

Apply Correlative Conjunctions Properly
When using correlative conjunctions like "either...or," "neither...nor," or "both...and," make sure the
elements following each part of the conjunction match grammatically. For example, "She will either
study medicine or become an engineer" should be revised to "She will either study medicine or study
engineering" for parallelism.

Read Sentences Aloud
Reading sentences aloud helps detect awkwardness or imbalance caused by lack of parallel structure.
Smooth, rhythmic sentences often indicate correct parallelism.

Use Revision Tools and Checklists
Utilizing grammar checkers and parallelism checklists during the revision process can provide
additional support in identifying and correcting errors related to parallel structure.

Examples of Parallel Structure in Sentences
Examining examples is an effective way to understand how revising sentences to create parallel
structure answers enhances writing quality. Below are examples illustrating proper parallelism and
their revised forms.



Example 1: Lists
Incorrect: "The job requires attention to detail, the ability to multitask, and being punctual."

Revised: "The job requires attention to detail, the ability to multitask, and punctuality."

Example 2: Verb Phrases
Incorrect: "She likes to jog, swimming, and bike riding."

Revised: "She likes jogging, swimming, and biking."

Example 3: Correlative Conjunctions
Incorrect: "He wants neither to sing nor dancing."

Revised: "He wants neither to sing nor to dance."

Practice Exercises for Revising Sentences
To improve skills in revising sentences to create parallel structure answers, regular practice is
beneficial. The following exercises provide opportunities to identify and correct parallelism errors.

Identify the error in this sentence and revise it: "The manager asked to review the report,1.
checking the data, and that the presentation was ready."

Revise the following sentence to maintain parallel structure: "Her hobbies include painting, to2.
swim, and biking."

Correct the parallelism in this sentence: "You can either come with us now or staying here."3.

Rewrite the sentence for parallelism: "He likes reading books, watching movies, and to jog."4.

Find and fix the error: "I enjoy cooking, cleaning the house, and to shop."5.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is parallel structure in sentence revision?
Parallel structure, also known as parallelism, is the use of consistent grammatical patterns within a
sentence to ensure clarity and balance. When revising sentences, this means making sure that
elements like verbs, nouns, or phrases are presented in the same form.



Why is it important to revise sentences for parallel structure?
Revising sentences for parallel structure improves readability, clarity, and flow. It helps the reader
understand the relationships between ideas more easily and makes writing more polished and
professional.

How can I identify non-parallel elements in a sentence?
Look for lists or series in a sentence and check if each item follows the same grammatical form. For
example, if the first item is a verb ending in -ing, the others should be too. Differences in form
indicate non-parallelism.

Can you give an example of a sentence that needs revising for
parallel structure?
Sure! Non-parallel: "She likes hiking, to swim, and biking." Revised parallel: "She likes hiking,
swimming, and biking."

What are common mistakes when creating parallel
structures?
Common mistakes include mixing verb forms (e.g., infinitives with gerunds), mixing nouns with
adjectives, and inconsistent use of phrases or clauses within lists.

How do conjunctions like 'and' and 'or' affect parallel
structure?
Conjunctions connect elements in a sentence and require that the connected elements be parallel in
structure. To maintain parallelism, the elements joined by 'and' or 'or' should have the same
grammatical form.

Is parallel structure only important in lists or series?
No, parallel structure is important in all parts of a sentence where multiple ideas or elements are
connected, including comparisons, correlative conjunctions, and paired ideas, to maintain clarity and
balance.

How can I revise a sentence with mixed infinitives and
gerunds to be parallel?
Convert all verbs to the same form. For example, change "to jog, swimming, and to bike" to either
"jogging, swimming, and biking" or "to jog, to swim, and to bike."

Are there tools or strategies to help revise sentences for
parallel structure?
Yes, strategies include reading sentences aloud to detect awkwardness, breaking down sentences



into components, and using grammar checking tools like Grammarly or Hemingway Editor that
highlight parallelism errors.

Additional Resources
1. Mastering Parallel Structure: A Guide to Clear and Effective Writing
This book offers a comprehensive approach to understanding and applying parallel structure in
sentence revision. It breaks down common errors and provides practical exercises to help writers
create balanced and harmonious sentences. Ideal for students and professionals aiming to improve
clarity and style in their writing.

2. Parallelism Made Easy: Strategies for Revising Sentences
Focusing specifically on the mechanics of parallelism, this book is a straightforward resource for
revising sentences to achieve grammatical consistency. It includes numerous examples and revision
techniques that simplify the process of identifying and fixing parallel structure errors. The book is
perfect for writers seeking quick and effective improvements.

3. The Art of Sentence Revision: Enhancing Parallelism
This text delves into the artistry behind sentence revision with an emphasis on parallel construction. It
explores how parallelism enhances readability and rhythm in writing, supported by detailed
explanations and revision exercises. Readers will gain confidence in revising their work to ensure
sentence elements are properly aligned.

4. Writing with Balance: Revising Sentences for Parallel Structure
Designed to help writers achieve balance and symmetry in their sentences, this book covers the
principles of parallel structure in depth. It includes step-by-step guidelines for revising awkward or
uneven sentences and improving overall sentence flow. The book encourages active practice through
targeted revision drills.

5. Parallel Structure for Writers: A Practical Revision Workbook
This workbook-style guide provides hands-on practice for identifying and correcting parallel structure
issues. With a variety of exercises and revision prompts, it supports writers in developing a strong
command of parallelism. It is especially useful for classroom settings and self-study.

6. Effective Sentence Revision: Focus on Parallelism
This book emphasizes the importance of parallel structure in crafting effective sentences. It presents
clear rules and common pitfalls, alongside revision strategies to transform disjointed sentences into
polished prose. The author includes real-world examples to illustrate the impact of parallelism on
communication.

7. Parallelism in Practice: Revising for Clarity and Style
A practical guide that combines theory with application, this book helps writers revise sentences to
enhance clarity and stylistic appeal through parallel structure. It covers various sentence types and
contexts, showing how parallelism can improve coherence. Readers will find it valuable for both
academic and creative writing.

8. Sentence Surgery: Revising for Parallel Structure Excellence
This engaging book uses a “sentence surgery” metaphor to teach revision techniques focused on
parallelism. It breaks down complex sentences and demonstrates how to reconstruct them with
balanced elements. The interactive format encourages active learning and improvement.



9. Polishing Your Prose: Revising Sentences with Parallel Structure
Aimed at writers looking to refine their prose, this book highlights how parallel structure contributes
to polished and professional writing. It offers revision checklists, tips, and examples that guide the
writer in enhancing sentence rhythm and coherence. The book is a useful tool for writers at all levels
who want to elevate their sentence construction skills.
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