
richard matheson born of man and woman

richard matheson born of man and woman is a notable short story that highlights the distinctive
style and thematic depth of Richard Matheson, a prolific American author renowned for his
contributions to horror, science fiction, and fantasy literature. This story, often praised for its unique
narrative and psychological intensity, explores the complex relationship between a monstrous child
and his parents, delving into themes of otherness, fear, and parental love. As a significant work within
Matheson's oeuvre, "Born of Man and Woman" exemplifies the author’s ability to blend emotional
depth with speculative elements, making it a subject of enduring interest among genre enthusiasts
and literary scholars alike. This article provides a detailed examination of the story, its plot, themes,
and impact, while also situating it within the broader context of Matheson's career. Readers will gain
insight into the narrative techniques and motifs that define the tale, along with its reception and
legacy in speculative fiction.
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About Richard Matheson
Richard Matheson was an influential American writer whose work spanned multiple genres including
horror, fantasy, and science fiction. Born in 1926, Matheson gained prominence for his ability to craft
psychologically complex stories that often incorporated supernatural or speculative elements. His
impact on popular culture is significant, with many of his stories adapted into films and television
episodes, most notably "I Am Legend" and episodes of "The Twilight Zone." Matheson’s writing is
characterized by its emotional resonance, innovative premises, and exploration of human fears and
desires. Understanding his background and literary approach sheds light on the unique qualities found
in "Born of Man and Woman."

Overview of "Born of Man and Woman"
"Born of Man and Woman" is a short story first published in 1950, notable for its unconventional
narrative style and haunting subject matter. The story is presented as a diary or confession written by
a child who is confined to a dark cellar by his parents due to his monstrous appearance. Told from the
child’s perspective, the story gradually reveals the nature of his deformities and the emotional
isolation he experiences. The narrative’s structure and voice evoke empathy while simultaneously
unsettling the reader, as the child’s humanity conflicts with his grotesque physical form.



Plot Summary
The story unfolds through the child’s fragmented and disturbing diary entries. The child describes the
harsh treatment he endures at the hands of his parents, who keep him locked away and hidden from
the outside world. Despite his monstrous visage and violent tendencies, the child expresses a desire
for love and acceptance. Over time, the narrative hints at the child’s abnormal condition, including his
physical deformities and strange behaviors. The story culminates in a chilling revelation of the child’s
true nature, leaving a profound impact on the reader.

Publication History
"Born of Man and Woman" was first published in the magazine Fantastic Universe and quickly became
recognized as a classic of speculative fiction. It has since been anthologized in numerous collections
of Matheson’s work and is frequently studied for its innovative use of point of view and its exploration
of taboo subjects such as family dysfunction and monstrosity.

Themes and Interpretations
The story embodies several enduring themes that are central to Richard Matheson’s literary legacy.
These include the exploration of identity, alienation, and the nature of humanity. "Born of Man and
Woman" challenges readers to reconsider their assumptions about monstrosity and normality through
the lens of the child’s perspective.

Alienation and Otherness
One of the most prominent themes is alienation. The child’s physical deformities symbolize the
experience of being an outsider, rejected by society and even by one’s own family. This theme
resonates deeply with readers who recognize the emotional pain of exclusion and loneliness. The
story uses the child’s voice to humanize what might otherwise be dismissed as monstrous, prompting
reflection on the consequences of social ostracism.

Parental Love and Fear
The complex relationship between the child and his parents reflects conflicting emotions of love, fear,
and shame. The parents’ decision to confine the child is driven by a mixture of protection and horror,
illustrating the limits of unconditional love when confronted with the unknown or the grotesque. This
dynamic adds psychological depth and tragedy to the narrative.

Humanity and Monstrosity
The story blurs the boundaries between humanity and monstrosity, suggesting that physical
appearance does not determine one’s essence or worth. The child’s inner thoughts reveal sensitivity
and longing, contrasting sharply with his outer form. This juxtaposition invites readers to question
societal definitions of normality and to empathize with those deemed different.



Literary Style and Narrative Techniques
Richard Matheson employs distinctive literary techniques in "Born of Man and Woman" that contribute
to its powerful effect. The use of a first-person narrative from the perspective of the child creates
intimacy and immediacy, while the fragmented and sometimes fragmented language reflects the
child’s limited understanding and emotional turmoil.

First-Person Perspective
The choice to narrate the story through the child’s diary entries allows readers direct access to his
thoughts and feelings. This perspective challenges conventional narrative expectations, as the child’s
voice is both innocent and disturbing. The technique effectively evokes empathy and suspense
simultaneously.

Language and Style
Matheson’s use of language is deliberately simple yet evocative, mirroring the child’s developmental
state and emotional confusion. The fragmented sentences and misspellings contribute to the story’s
unsettling tone, emphasizing the child’s isolation and the oppressive environment in which he lives.

Symbolism and Imagery
The story is rich with symbolic elements, such as the dark cellar representing confinement and
secrecy, and the child’s monstrous form symbolizing otherness and fear. These symbols deepen the
narrative’s thematic resonance and invite multiple interpretations.

Impact and Legacy
"Born of Man and Woman" has had a lasting influence on the horror and speculative fiction genres. It
is widely regarded as a pioneering work that expanded the possibilities of narrative voice and
thematic complexity in short fiction. The story’s psychological depth and emotional power continue to
inspire writers and readers.

Influence on Genre Fiction
The story’s innovative approach to horror, focusing on internal monstrosity and emotional conflict
rather than external threats, helped pave the way for more nuanced and character-driven speculative
fiction. Many contemporary authors cite Matheson’s work as an inspiration for their own explorations
of alienation and identity.

Adaptations and Cultural References
While "Born of Man and Woman" has not been adapted into major film or television productions, its



themes and narrative style have influenced various media within the horror and speculative fiction
realms. The story remains a frequently discussed and anthologized piece in collections devoted to
Matheson’s legacy and classic horror literature.

Recognition and Critical Reception
Critics have praised the story for its emotional intensity, innovative narrative voice, and profound
thematic content. It is often included in academic discussions of mid-20th-century American horror
fiction and continues to be studied for its literary merit and psychological insight.
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Use of first-person perspective and symbolic imagery

The story’s impact on horror and speculative fiction genres

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is the author of 'Born of Man and Woman'?
The author of 'Born of Man and Woman' is Richard Matheson.

What is the main theme of Richard Matheson's 'Born of Man
and Woman'?
The main theme revolves around the perspective of a deformed child expressing feelings of isolation
and abuse, exploring themes of otherness and humanity.

When was 'Born of Man and Woman' by Richard Matheson
first published?
It was first published in 1950.

What genre does 'Born of Man and Woman' belong to?
It is a work of speculative fiction, often classified as horror or science fiction.



Why is 'Born of Man and Woman' considered a significant
work in Richard Matheson's career?
It is considered significant because it showcases Matheson's unique narrative style and his ability to
evoke empathy for unconventional characters.

How is the story 'Born of Man and Woman' narrated?
The story is narrated in the form of a diary or journal entries from the perspective of the child.

What narrative technique does Richard Matheson use in 'Born
of Man and Woman' to convey the child's experience?
Matheson uses a first-person narrative with broken and fragmented language to reflect the child's
limited understanding and emotional state.

Has 'Born of Man and Woman' influenced other works or
authors?
Yes, it has influenced many writers in horror and speculative fiction by demonstrating how to create
empathy for non-traditional protagonists.

What emotional impact does 'Born of Man and Woman' aim to
have on readers?
The story aims to evoke feelings of sympathy, horror, and reflection on societal rejection and abuse.

Are there any adaptations of Richard Matheson's 'Born of Man
and Woman'?
While there are no major film adaptations, the story is frequently anthologized and studied in
literature and speculative fiction courses.

Additional Resources
1. Born of Man and Woman
This is a classic short story by Richard Matheson that explores themes of identity and societal
rejection. Told from the perspective of a misunderstood and physically deformed child, the narrative
delves into the tragic relationship between the child and his abusive parents. The story is poignant
and haunting, highlighting the pain of being different in a conformist world.

2. I Am Legend
One of Matheson’s most famous novels, it chronicles the last man on Earth struggling for survival in a
world overrun by vampires. The book blends horror, science fiction, and psychological thriller
elements, examining loneliness, fear, and the nature of humanity. It has inspired numerous film
adaptations and remains a seminal work in post-apocalyptic fiction.



3. Hell House
This horror novel centers on a team of researchers investigating the notorious Belasco House, reputed
to be the most haunted house in America. Matheson’s storytelling combines supernatural terror with
psychological suspense, exploring themes of fear, madness, and the unknown. The novel is well-
regarded for its chilling atmosphere and complex characters.

4. The Shrinking Man
Also known as "The Incredible Shrinking Man," this novel follows a man who begins to shrink after
exposure to a mysterious cloud. As he diminishes in size, everyday objects and creatures become life-
threatening challenges, forcing him to confront his mortality and sense of self. The story is a gripping
blend of science fiction and existential inquiry.

5. Nightmare at 20,000 Feet and Other Stories
This collection includes several of Matheson’s best short stories, showcasing his talent for blending
horror, suspense, and speculative fiction. The titular story, "Nightmare at 20,000 Feet," famously
adapted for television, features a man who believes he sees a creature on the airplane wing mid-
flight. The anthology highlights Matheson’s skill at exploring fear and the human psyche.

6. What Dreams May Come
A poetic and philosophical novel exploring life after death, it tells the story of a man navigating the
afterlife to reunite with his wife. Matheson’s vivid imagination and emotional depth create a unique
blend of fantasy and spiritual reflection. The book inspired a visually stunning film adaptation that
emphasizes themes of love, loss, and redemption.

7. The Last Man on Earth
This title refers to the film adaptation of Matheson’s "I Am Legend," but also represents various
retellings and works inspired by the novel’s premise. It examines isolation and survival in a
devastated world, where the protagonist grapples with both external threats and internal demons.
The story’s enduring appeal lies in its exploration of humanity’s resilience and vulnerability.

8. Steel
A short story set in a future where human boxing has been replaced by robot fighters, focusing on an
aging trainer and his robot pugilist. Matheson explores themes of obsolescence, human spirit, and the
relationship between man and machine. The story was the basis for the film "Real Steel," highlighting
the emotional core behind technological competition.

9. The Night Stalker
A novel about a Las Vegas reporter investigating a series of mysterious murders attributed to a
vampire-like creature. The story combines elements of horror, crime thriller, and supernatural
folklore, showcasing Matheson’s ability to create suspenseful and atmospheric narratives. It was
adapted into the influential television film "Kolchak: The Night Stalker," which inspired later vampire
and monster-hunting media.
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