RECONSTRUCTION AND 1876 CRASH COURSE US HISTORY 22

ReconsTRUCTION AND 187 6 CrAasH Course US HISTORY 22 IS A CRUCIAL TOPIC IN UNDERSTANDING THE COMPLEX POST-
CIvIL W AR ERA IN AMERICA. THIS PERIOD, LASTING FROM 1865 To 1877, WAS MARKED BY SIGNIFICANT POLITICAL, SOCIAL,
AND ECONOMIC CHANGES AS THE NATION STRUGGLED TO REBUILD AND REDEFINE ITSELF AFTER THE DEVASTATING CONFLICT. IN
THIS ARTICLE, WE WILL DELVE INTO THE KEY ASPECTS OF THE RECONSTRUCTION ERA, THE EVENTS LEADING UP TO THE 1876
ELECTION, AND HOW THESE HISTORICAL MOMENTS SHAPED THE FUTURE OF THE UNITED STATES.

UNDERSTANDING RECONSTRUCTION

THE RECONSTRUCTION ERA CAN BE DIVIDED INTO THREE MAIN PHASES: PRESIDENTIAL RECONSTRUCTION/ RADICAL
RECONSTRUCTION, AND THE END OF RECONSTRUCTION. EACH PHASE HAD ITS UNIQUE CHARACTERISTICS AND CHALLENGES.

PReSIDENTIAL RECONSTRUCTION (1865-1867)

AFTER THE CIvIL W AR, PRESIDENT ABRAHAM LINCOLN INITIATED A LENIENT APPROACH TO REUNITE THE NATION AND
REINTEGRATE THE SOUTHERN STATES. HOWEVER, AFTER HIS ASSASSINATION IN 1865, VICE PRESIDENT ANDREW JOHNSON
TOOK OVER THE PRESIDENCY AND CONTINUED LINCOLN'S POLICIES.

KEY FEATURES OF PRESIDENTIAL RECONSTRUCTION INCLUDED:

® RESTORATION OF SOUTHERN STATES WITH MINIMAL REQUIREMENTS.
® |MPLEMENTATION OF THE BLACK CODES/ WHICH RESTRICTED THE RIGHTS OF FREED AFRICAN AMERICANS.

o | IMITED FEDERAL INTERVENTION IN SOUTHERN AFFAIRS.

JOHNSON’S APPROACH FACED SIGNIFICANT OPPOSITION FROM CONGRESS, WHICH BELIEVED THAT THE SOUTHERN STATES SHOULD
FACE HARSHER PENALTIES FOR THEIR REBELLION. THIS GROWING CONFLICT SET THE STAGE FOR THE NEXT PHASE OF
RECONSTRUCTION.

RapIcAL ReconsTruUCTION (1867-1877)

IN 1867, CONGRESS PASSED THE RECONSTRUCTION ACTS, WHICH AIMED TO IMPOSE STRICTER TERMS ON SOUTHERN STATES
SEEKING READMISSION INTO THE UNION. THIS PERIOD IS OFTEN REFERRED TO AS RADICAL RECONSTRUCTION DUE TO THE
INFLUENCE OF THE RADICAL REPUBLICANS IN CONGRESS, WHO ADVOCATED FOR CIVIL RIGHTS AND PROTECTIONS FOR AFRICAN
AMERICANS.

KeY ELEMENTS OF RADICAL RECONSTRUCTION INCLUDED:

® DIVIDING THE SOUTH INTO FIVE MILITARY DISTRICTS GOVERNED BY UNION GENERALS.
® MANDATING THE CREATION OF NEW STATE CONSTITUTIONS ENSURING AFRICAN AMERICAN SUFFRAGE.

¢ PASSING THE 14TH AND 15TH AMENDMENTS, WHICH GRANTED CITIZENSHIP AND VOTING RIGHTS TO AFRICAN AMERICANS.



DESPITE THESE EFFORTS, RADICAL RECONSTRUCTION FACED FIERCE RESISTANCE FROM SOUTHERN WHITES. GROUPS SUCH AS THE
Ku KLux KLAN EMERGED, USING VIOLENCE AND INTIMIDATION TO UNDERMINE THE NEW RIGHTS GRANTED TO AFRICAN AMERICANS.

THE 1876 ELecTION: A TURNING POINT

THE CLIMAX OF THE RECONSTRUCTION ERA CAME WITH THE CONTENTIOUS PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION OF 187 6. THIS ELECTION
WAS MARKED BY WIDESPREAD CONTROVERSY AND ACCUSATIONS OF VOTER FRAUD, PARTICULARLY IN KEY SOUTHERN STATES.

CANDIDATES AND CONTEXT

THE TWO MAIN CANDIDATES IN THE 187 6 ELECTION WERE:
® RUTHERFORD B. HAYES (REPUBLICAN): THE GOVERNOR OF OHIO, HAYES ADVOCATED FOR THE CONTINUATION OF
RECONSTRUCTION POLICIES.

e SAMUEL J. TiLDen (DEMOCRAT): THE GOVERNOR OF NEW Y ORK, TILDEN CAMPAIGNED ON A PLATFORM OF REFORM AND
WAS A VOCAL CRITIC OF RECONSTRUCTION.

AS THE ELECTION RESULTS BEGAN TO POUR IN, TILDEN WON THE POPULAR VOTE AND APPEARED TO HAVE A LEAD IN THE
ELecTorAL COLLEGE. HO\X/EVER, DISPUTED RESULTS IN SEVERAL SOUTHERN STATES LED TO CONFUSION AND CONTROVERSY.

THe CoMPROMISE OF 1877

THE ELECTION WAS ULTIMATELY DECIDED THROUGH THE COMPROMISE OF 1877, A BACKROOM DEAL THAT RESOLVED THE
DISPUTE OVER THE ELECTION RESULTS. IN EXCHANGE FOR HAYES'S PRESIDENCY, REPUBLICANS AGREED TO WITHDRAW FEDERAL
TROOPS FROM THE SOUTH, EFFECTIVELY ENDING RECONSTRUCTION.

THE KEY POINTS OF THE COMPROMISE INCLUDED:

® HAYES WOULD BE DECLARED THE WINNER OF THE ELECTION.
o FEDERAL TROOPS WOULD BE REMOVED FROM SOUTHERN STATES.

® SOUTHERN DEMOCRATS WOULD BE GRANTED POLITICAL POWER IN THE REGION.

THIS COMPROMISE HAD SIGNIFICANT REPERCUSSIONS FOR THE FUTURE OF CIVIL RIGHTS IN AMERICA. W/ ITH THE WITHDRAWAL OF
FEDERAL PROTECTION, SOUTHERN STATES SWIFTLY ENACTEDJIM Crow LAWS, INSTITUTIONALIZING RACIAL SEGREGATION AND
DISENFRANCHISING AFRICAN AMERICANS.

IMPACT OF RECONSTRUCTION AND THE 1876 ELECTION

THE RECONSTRUCTION ERA AND THE EVENTS SURROUNDING THE 187 6 ELECTION HAD LASTING EFFECTS ON AMERICAN SOCIETY
AND POLITICS.



SHORT-TERM CONSEQUENCES

IN THE IMMEDIATE AFTERMATH OF RECONSTRUCTION, THE FOLLOWING OCCURRED:

® MANY AFRICAN AMERICANS LOST THE RIGHTS AND PROTECTIONS THEY HAD GAINED DURING RADICAL RECONSTRUCTION.

® THE RISE OF WHITE SUPREMACIST GROUPS, SUCH AS THE KKK INCREASED VIOLENCE AND INTIMIDATION AGAINST AFRICAN
AMERICANS.

® THE POLITICAL POWER OF SOUTHERN DEMOCRATS WAS RE-ESTABLISHED, LEADING TO A RESURGENCE OF CONSERVATIVE
POLICIES.

LoNG-TerM CONSEQUENCES

THE LONG-TERM IMPACTS OF THIS ERA ARE STILL FELT TODAY:

® THE SYSTEMIC INEQUALITIES ESTABLISHED DURING THIS TIME LAID THE GROUNDWORK FOR ONGOING RACIAL TENSIONS IN
THE UNITED STATES.

® THE STRUGGLE FOR CIVIL RIGHTS CONTINUED INTO THE 20TH CENTURY, CULMINATING IN THE CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT
oF THE 1960s.

® THE FAILURE OF RECONSTRUCTION TO ACHIEVE TRUE EQUALITY RESULTED IN A LEGACY OF DISENFRANCHISEMENT THAT
WOULD TAKE GENERATIONS TO ADDRESS.

CoNCLUSION

ReconsTRUCTION AND 1876 CRASH CoURSE US HISTORY 22 ENCAPSULATES A PIVOTAL MOMENT IN AMERICAN HISTORY
THAT NOT ONLY SOUGHT TO HEAL A DIVIDED NATION BUT ALSO SET THE STAGE FOR FUTURE STRUGGLES OVER CIVIL RIGHTS
AND EQUALITY. THE POLICIES AND DECISIONS MADE DURING THIS ERA HAD PROFOUND IMPLICATIONS FOR THE TRAJECTORY OF THE
UNITED STATES, SHAPING THE SOCIAL, POLITICAL, AND ECONOMIC LANDSCAPE FOR YEARS TO COME. UNDERSTANDING THIS
COMPLEX PERIOD IS ESSENTIAL FOR GRASPING THE ONGOING CHALLENGES RELATED TO RACE AND EQUALITY IN AMERICA.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

\WHAT WERE THE MAIN GOALS OF THE RECONSTRUCTION ERA AFTER THE CIviL W AR?

THE MAIN GOALS OF THE RECONSTRUCTION ERA WERE TO REBUILD THE SOUTH, INTEGRATE FORMERLY ENSLAVED PEOPLE INTO
SOCIETY AS CITIZENS WITH RIGHTS, AND RESTORE THE UNION. THIS INCLUDED IMPLEMENTING NEW LAWS AND AMENDMENTS TO
PROTECT CIVIL RIGHTS.

\WHAT WAS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE 13TH, 14TH, AND 15TH AMENDMENTS DURING



RECONSTRUCTION?

THE 13TH AMENDMENT ABOLISHED SLAVERY, THE 14TH AMENDMENT GRANTED CITIZENSHIP AND EQUAL PROTECTION UNDER THE
LAW TO ALL PEOPLE BORN OR NATURALIZED IN THE US, AND THE 15TH AMENDMENT PROHIBITED DENYING THE RIGHT TO VOTE
BASED ON RACE OR COLOR, WHICH WERE ALL SIGNIFICANT STEPS TOWARD ENSURING CIVIL RIGHTS FOR AFRICAN AMERICANS,

\W/HAT LED TO THE END OF RECONSTRUCTION IN 1877°?

THE END OF RECONSTRUCTION IN 1877 WAS LARGELY DUE TO THE COMPROMISE OF 1877, WHICH RESOLVED THE DISPUTED
1876 PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION BY WITHDRAWING FEDERAL TROOPS FROM THE SOUTH, EFFECTIVELY ENDING FEDERAL
ENFORCEMENT OF RECONSTRUCTION POLICIES AND LEADING TO THE ESTABLISHMENT OF JIM CROW LAWS.

WHAT WAS THE ECONOMIC IMPACT OF THE 187 6 CRASH ON THE UNITED STATES?

THe 1876 CRASH, PART OF THE BROADER ECONOMIC DOWNTURN KNOWN AS THE LONG DEPRESSION, LED TO WIDESPREAD BANK
FAILURES, A COLLAPSE IN THE STOCK MARKET, AND INCREASED UNEMPLOYMENT, WHICH SIGNIFICANTLY AFFECTED THE U.S.
ECONOMY AND CONTRIBUTED TO SOCIAL UNREST.

How pID THE RECONSTRUCTION ACT oF 1867 RESHAPE SOUTHERN GOVERNANCE?

THe RECONSTRUCTION ACT ofF 1867 DIVIDED THE SOUTH INTO FIVE MILITARY DISTRICTS GOVERNED BY UNION GENERALS,
REQUIRED STATES TO CREATE NEW CONSTITUTIONS GUARANTEEING BLACK MALE SUFFRAGE, AND MANDATED THE RATIFICATION
OF THE 14TH AMENDMENT BEFORE REJOINING THE UNION.

\NWHAT ROLE DID AFRICAN AMERICANS PLAY IN POLITICS DURING RECONSTRUCTION?

DURING RECONSTRUCTION, MANY AFRICAN AMERICANS ENGAGED IN POLITICS, WITH SOME BEING ELECTED TO PUBLIC OFFICE,
INCLUDING CONGRESS. THEY ADVOCATED FOR CIVIL RIGHTS AND HELPED SHAPE LEGISLATION AIMED AT IMPROVING THEIR
COMMUNITIES AND PROTECTING THEIR RIGHTS.

\WHAT WERE THE LONG-TERM EFFECTS OF THE RECONSTRUCTION ERA ON AMERICAN
SOCIETY?

THE LONG-TERM EFFECTS OF THE RECONSTRUCTION ERA INCLUDED THE ESTABLISHMENT OF CIVIL RIGHTS LAWS, SIGNIFICANT BUT
INCOMPLETE PROGRESS TOWARD RACIAL EQUALITY, AND THE ENTRENCHMENT OF SYSTEMIC RACISM AND SEGREGATION IN THE
SOUTH, LEADING TO A CENTURY-LONG STRUGGLE FOR CIVIL RIGHTS.
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