red wings draft history

Red Wings Draft History is a fascinating journey through the ups and downs of one of the NHL's most
storied franchises. The Detroit Red Wings, founded in 1926, have a rich history that includes multiple
championships and legendary players. The draft has played a crucial role in shaping the team's success,
allowing them to acquire talent and build a competitive roster over the years. This article will explore the

Red Wings' draft history, notable picks, strategies, and the impact of the draft on the franchise.

Overview of the NHL Draft

The NHL Draft is an annual event where teams select eligible players to join their rosters. The draft
process has evolved significantly since its inception, with changes in the format and eligibility criteria. The
Red Wings, like all NHL teams, have utilized this platform to identify and develop talent that aligns with

their organizational goals.

Format and Structure

- Entry Draft: This is the primary draft where teams select players who are typically 18 years old or older,
including those who have played in junior leagues or college hockey.

- NHL Draft Lottery: Introduced to discourage teams from intentionally losing games, the lottery system
determines the order of selection for teams that did not make the playoffs.

- Round Structure: The draft consists of multiple rounds, with each team given a chance to select a player

per round. The number of rounds has varied over the years, typically ranging from 7 to 9 rounds.

Early Years and Foundational Picks

The early years of the NHL Draft were a mixed bag for the Red Wings. They had some success in the
1960s and 1970s, laying the groundwork for future success.

Notable Early Draft Picks

1. Gordie Howe (1950): While not a draft pick in the traditional sense, Howe's signing marked a pivotal
moment for the franchise. He would go on to become one of the greatest players in NHL history.

2. Red Kelly (1947): Another early selection, Kelly became a key player, contributing to the team’s success
in the late 1940s and 1950s.



3. Mickey Redmond (1963): Drafted in the 2nd round, Redmond would become a prolific scorer for the

team.

Challenges in the 1980s

The 1980s were a challenging decade for the Red Wings, marked by inconsistent performances and missed

opportunities in the draft. The team struggled to capitalize on their picks during this time.

- High Draft Picks: The Red Wings had several high draft picks but failed to convert them into franchise
players.
- Notable Misses: The selection of players like Doug McLean and others who did not pan out highlighted

the difficulties the team faced during this era.

The Rise of the Red Wings: 1990s and Early 2000s

The 1990s marked a turning point for the Red Wings, as they began to build a competitive roster that
would dominate the NHL in the late 1990s and early 2000s. The draft played an essential role in this

resurgence.

Key Draft Picks that Shaped the Franchise

1. Sergei Fedorov (1989): Selected in the fourth round, Fedorov became a cornerstone of the franchise and a
key player during the team's championship runs.

2. Nicklas Lidstrom (1989): Another fourth-round gem, Lidstrom is widely regarded as one of the greatest
defensemen in NHL history, contributing to multiple championships.

3. Kris Draper (1993): Acquired through a trade, Draper's development into a key two-way player
exemplified the team's ability to find talent in unexpected places.

4. Henrik Zetterberg (1999): Drafted in the 7th round, Zetterberg became one of the franchise’s all-time

greats and was instrumental in the team’s success during the 2000s.

Strategic Drafting Approach

The Red Wings adopted a strategic approach to drafting during this period, focusing on:

- European Scouting: The team invested heavily in scouting European leagues, which paid off with players

like Fedorov and Lidstrom.



- Player Development: A strong emphasis on player development allowed the Red Wings to maximize the

potential of their draft picks.

Challenges and Changes: Late 2000s to Early 2010s

As the Red Wings entered the late 2000s, the landscape of the NHL began to change. While the team

continued to have success, the draft became increasingly competitive.

Notable Draft Picks During This Era

1. Justin Abdelkader (2005): A second-round pick, Abdelkader became known for his physical play and
presence on the ice.

2. Gustav Nyquist (2008): A fourth-round selection, Nyquist emerged as a skilled forward who contributed
significantly to the team.

3. Dylan Larkin (2014): Drafted in the first round, Larkin quickly became a centerpiece of the Red Wings'

future.

Drafting Strategy Shifts

- Focus on Speed and Skill: The NHL was evolving, and the Red Wings adapted their drafting strategy to
prioritize faster, more skilled players.
- Increased Analysis: The use of analytics and advanced scouting techniques became more prevalent,

influencing the team’s draft decisions.

Recent Drafts and Future Prospects

The Red Wings have faced challenges in recent years, but their recent drafts suggest a positive trajectory

for the franchise.

Recent Successful Draft Picks

1. Moritz Seider (2019): Selected 6th overall, Seider has quickly established himself as a top defenseman and
a future star.

2. Lucas Raymond (2020): Another high pick, Raymond has shown tremendous skill and potential as a



forward.
3. Simon Edvinsson (2021): The team's recent focus on defense continued with Edvinsson, a highly-

regarded prospect.

Future Draft Strategies

- Building Through Youth: The Red Wings are committed to building a young, competitive team through
the draft.
- Continued Emphasis on Development: The organization is focusing on developing young talent to ensure

long-term success.

Conclusion

The Red Wings Draft History is a testament to the importance of strategic player selection in building a
successful franchise. From their foundational picks in the early years to the unparalleled successes of the
1990s and early 2000s, the draft has significantly impacted the Red Wings' identity and competitiveness. As
the team continues to navigate the challenges of the modern NHL, their commitment to drafting and
developing talent will be crucial in returning to glory. With a promising crop of young players and a clear

strategy in place, the future looks bright for the Detroit Red Wings.

Frequently Asked Questions

What year did the Detroit Red Wings draft Steve Yzerman?

The Detroit Red Wings drafted Steve Yzerman in 1983.

Who was the first overall pick for the Red Wings in their draft history?

The first overall pick for the Red Wings was Greg Stefan in 1983.

Which player drafted by the Red Wings in 1990 later became a Hall of

Famer?

Nicklas Lidstrém, drafted in 1989 and inducted into the Hall of Fame in 2015.



What notable player did the Red Wings select in the 1993 NHL Draft?

The Red Wings selected Chris Osgood in the 3rd round of the 1993 NHL Draft.

In what year did the Red Wings draft Pavel Datsyuk?

The Red Wings drafted Pavel Datsyuk in 1998.

Which Red Wings draft pick was awarded the Calder Trophy?

The Red Wings' 2004 draft pick, Henrik Zetterberg, won the Calder Trophy in 2003.

What was significant about the Red Wings' 2019 draft?

The Red Wings selected Moritz Seider with the 6th overall pick, who went on to win the Calder Trophy
in 2022.

How many players from the Red Wings' 2003 draft class played in the
NHL?

The Red Wings' 2003 draft class included notable players like Henrik Zetterberg and Pavel Datsyuk,
contributing to multiple NHL games.

Who was the last player drafted by the Red Wings to win the Stanley
Cup with the team?

The last player drafted by the Red Wings to win the Stanley Cup with the team was Tomas Tatar in 2008.

What is the significance of the Red Wings' 1995 draft class?

The 1995 draft class included future stars like Pavel Datsyuk and Nicklas Lidstrém, shaping the team's
success in the late 1990s and early 2000s.
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