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remington 572 fieldmaster history traces the development and legacy of one of the most iconic pump-

action rifles in American firearm history. Since its introduction in the mid-20th century, the Remington

572 Fieldmaster has been celebrated for its reliability, smooth operation, and classic design. This

article explores the origins, evolution, technical specifications, and impact of the Remington 572

Fieldmaster, providing a comprehensive overview for enthusiasts and historians alike. The rifle’s place

in the wider context of Remington’s product line and its enduring popularity among hunters and sport

shooters will also be examined. To guide this exploration, a detailed table of contents is provided

below, outlining the key areas of focus for a thorough understanding of the Remington 572 Fieldmaster

history.
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Origins and Development of the Remington 572 Fieldmaster

The Remington 572 Fieldmaster was introduced in 1954 as a modern iteration of Remington’s pump-

action rimfire rifles. Conceived as a successor to the Remington Model 121, the 572 combined proven

design elements with improvements in reliability and user comfort. The development of the 572



Fieldmaster came at a time when the demand for affordable, versatile rifles was rising among hunters,

youth shooters, and casual firearm enthusiasts. Remington’s goal was to produce a rifle that was

durable, easy to operate, and accurate, tailored to the growing recreational shooting market in post-

war America.

The Historical Context of the 1950s Firearms Market

During the 1950s, the firearms industry experienced significant innovation, with manufacturers seeking

to expand their offerings to a broader audience. The success of rimfire rifles for small game hunting

and target shooting created an opportunity for Remington to introduce a rifle that balanced economy

and performance. The 572 Fieldmaster’s pump-action mechanism appealed to shooters looking for a

manual, reliable cycling system without the complexity of semi-automatic designs prevalent at the time.

Remington’s Design Philosophy

Remington’s approach to the 572 Fieldmaster emphasized simplicity and ruggedness. The rifle was

designed to be lightweight, with a smooth pump-action slide and a tubular magazine beneath the

barrel. This approach ensured quick follow-up shots and easy maintenance, catering to both novice

and experienced shooters. The use of high-quality materials and attention to machining standards

reflected Remington’s commitment to producing a rifle that would stand the test of time.

Design Features and Technical Specifications

The Remington 572 Fieldmaster is renowned for its distinctive design features that contributed to its

widespread acclaim. The rifle’s core specifications and mechanical design highlight its suitability for

various shooting applications, from small game hunting to target practice.



Key Features of the Remington 572 Fieldmaster

Caliber: Primarily chambered in .22 Long Rifle, with some variants in .22 Short and .22 Long.

Action Type: Pump-action, slide-action mechanism providing smooth cycling.

Magazine Capacity: Tubular magazine holding 15 rounds of .22 Long Rifle ammunition.

Barrel Length: Typically 22 inches, contributing to accuracy and balance.

Stock Material: Walnut or hardwood stocks, offering durability and aesthetic appeal.

Sights: Equipped with adjustable rear sights and a fixed blade front sight, with some models

capable of mounting scopes.

Mechanical Design and Operation

The rifle’s pump-action system uses a fore-end slide connected to the bolt carrier, allowing the shooter

to chamber rounds by moving the slide back and forth. This mechanism is known for its reliability and

ease of use, especially in adverse conditions. The tubular magazine beneath the barrel feeds

ammunition sequentially, enabling quick follow-up shots. The bolt locks securely when in battery,

providing a safe and stable firing platform.

Evolution and Variants Over the Years

The Remington 572 Fieldmaster underwent several modifications throughout its production run,

reflecting changes in manufacturing technology, consumer preferences, and regulatory requirements.

These evolutions contributed to the rifle’s enduring relevance and appeal.



Early Production Models

Initial production models featured a smooth walnut stock, blued steel finish, and standard iron sights.

These rifles established the baseline for quality and performance. Early versions were primarily offered

in .22 Long Rifle caliber, catering to the largest segment of rimfire shooters.

Notable Variants and Updates

Model 572A: Introduced with minor refinements to the trigger mechanism and stock design.

Model 572 BDL: A deluxe model featuring a higher-grade walnut stock with checkering,

improved sights, and a polished finish.

Model 572 Fieldmaster Deluxe: Offered additional features like sling swivels and improved

barrel rifling for enhanced accuracy.

Special Editions: Limited runs and commemorative models released to celebrate milestones or

anniversaries.

Production Timeline and Discontinuation

Production of the Remington 572 Fieldmaster continued from 1954 until 1991. Over nearly four

decades, the rifle maintained a steady presence in the market despite competition from other rimfire

designs. The discontinuation reflected shifts in market demand and the emergence of newer models,

but the 572 Fieldmaster's legacy persists among collectors and shooters.



Usage and Popularity in American Gun Culture

The Remington 572 Fieldmaster has played a significant role in American shooting culture, valued for

its versatility, reliability, and historical significance. Its widespread use spans hunting, plinking, and

training new shooters.

Hunting and Recreational Use

Designed primarily for small game hunting, the 572 Fieldmaster’s .22 caliber chambering made it ideal

for rabbits, squirrels, and other varmints. Its pump-action allowed for quick shots and easy follow-up,

which proved advantageous in hunting scenarios. Additionally, the rifle’s manageable recoil and

accuracy encouraged its adoption for recreational target shooting and informal competitions.

Role in Youth and Training Programs

The simplicity of the pump-action mechanism and the low recoil of the .22 caliber cartridge made the

Remington 572 Fieldmaster a popular choice for youth and beginner shooters. Its durable construction

and forgiving handling characteristics helped introduce generations of Americans to responsible firearm

use and marksmanship fundamentals.

Popularity Factors

Affordable price point compared to centerfire rifles.

Ease of maintenance and cleaning.

Dependability in various weather conditions.

Classic American firearm design and heritage.



Legacy and Collectibility

The remington 572 fieldmaster history is marked by its lasting impact on firearm enthusiasts and

collectors. Today, it remains a sought-after rifle for its historical value, craftsmanship, and functional

design.

Collecting the Remington 572 Fieldmaster

Collectors prize original and well-maintained models, especially early production rifles and deluxe

variants. The rifle’s historical significance as a mid-century American pump-action rimfire adds to its

desirability. Condition, originality, and provenance significantly influence collectible value.

Influence on Modern Firearms

The design and operational principles of the Remington 572 Fieldmaster have influenced subsequent

rimfire pump-action rifles. Its blend of simplicity and effectiveness set a standard in the industry,

informing both Remington’s later models and those of competing manufacturers. The rifle’s reputation

for reliability continues to inspire modern firearm designs.

Preservation and Enthusiast Communities

Numerous shooting clubs and historical firearm organizations recognize the Remington 572

Fieldmaster as an important piece of American gun heritage. Enthusiasts engage in restoration

projects, historical research, and shooting events that celebrate the rifle’s enduring qualities and

contributions to shooting sports.



Frequently Asked Questions

When was the Remington 572 Fieldmaster first introduced?

The Remington 572 Fieldmaster was first introduced in 1954 as a reliable pump-action .22 caliber rifle.

What is the historical significance of the Remington 572 Fieldmaster?

The Remington 572 Fieldmaster is significant for its durable design and pump-action mechanism,

making it a popular choice for small game hunting and target shooting since the mid-20th century.

How has the design of the Remington 572 Fieldmaster evolved over

time?

Over the years, the Remington 572 Fieldmaster has seen improvements in materials, finishes, and

ergonomics, but its core pump-action design and reliability have remained consistent.

Who manufactured the Remington 572 Fieldmaster?

The Remington 572 Fieldmaster was manufactured by Remington Arms Company, an established

American firearms manufacturer.

What calibers is the Remington 572 Fieldmaster chambered for

historically?

Historically, the Remington 572 Fieldmaster has been chambered primarily for .22 Long Rifle, with

some models also accommodating .22 Short and .22 Long cartridges.

Why did Remington choose a pump-action design for the 572

Fieldmaster?

Remington opted for a pump-action design to provide rapid firing capability, ease of use, and reliability,



distinguishing it from other semi-automatic or bolt-action .22 rifles on the market.

Is the Remington 572 Fieldmaster still in production today?

The Remington 572 Fieldmaster was in production for several decades, but as of recent years, it has

been discontinued, though it remains popular among collectors and shooters.

What are some notable features of the Remington 572 Fieldmaster

from a historical perspective?

Notable features include its solid pump-action mechanism, tubular magazine under the barrel, walnut

stock, and a simple yet robust design that contributed to its longevity and popularity.

Additional Resources

1. The Remington 572 Fieldmaster: A Historical Overview

This book provides a comprehensive history of the Remington 572 Fieldmaster, tracing its

development from inception to its place in firearms history. It explores the design innovations that

made the 572 a popular pump-action rifle. Detailed photos and documents highlight the evolution of

this classic firearm.

2. Pump Action Legacy: The Story of the Remington 572 Fieldmaster

Focusing on the mechanics and legacy of the Remington 572, this book delves into the engineering

behind the pump-action mechanism. It also covers the rifle’s impact on shooting sports and hunting in

America. Testimonials from collectors and veterans provide a personal touch.

3. Remington Firearms: The 572 Fieldmaster Edition

This edition of the broader Remington firearms history specifically concentrates on the 572 Fieldmaster

model. It discusses production changes, variants, and the rifle’s role during different eras. The book is

well-illustrated with factory schematics and historical advertisements.



4. The Collector’s Guide to the Remington 572 Fieldmaster

A must-have for collectors, this guide offers detailed information on identifying authentic 572 rifles,

including serial number charts and rarity assessments. It also provides maintenance tips and advice on

preserving the rifle’s value. High-quality images help readers distinguish different models and finishes.

5. American Pump Guns: The Remington 572 Fieldmaster and Beyond

This book situates the Remington 572 within the broader context of American pump-action rifles. It

compares the 572 to other popular models and discusses its niche in the market. Historical context

and cultural impact are explored through stories and archival materials.

6. Design and Innovation: The Engineering of the Remington 572 Fieldmaster

An in-depth technical analysis of the Remington 572’s design, this book covers the materials,

manufacturing techniques, and mechanical innovations that set the Fieldmaster apart. It’s ideal for

firearms enthusiasts interested in the engineering side of classic rifles. Detailed diagrams and

exploded views are included.

7. Remington 572 Fieldmaster: Practical Use and Field Performance

This title focuses on the practical aspects of owning and using the Remington 572 Fieldmaster in

hunting and sport shooting. It features user reviews and field tests, highlighting the rifle’s reliability and

accuracy. Tips for proper handling, cleaning, and customization are also provided.

8. From Factory to Field: The Remington 572 Fieldmaster Journey

Documenting the entire lifecycle of the Remington 572, this book follows the rifle from factory

production lines to the hands of hunters and marksmen. It includes interviews with factory workers,

collectors, and long-time users. The narrative underscores the rifle’s enduring popularity.

9. The Remington 572 Fieldmaster in Popular Culture

Exploring the cultural significance of the Remington 572, this book examines its appearances in

movies, television, and literature. It also discusses how the rifle contributed to the American frontier

and hunting folklore. The book combines historical facts with anecdotal stories to illustrate its iconic

status.
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