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RC Sproul Chosen by God is a phrase that resonates deeply within the realms of Reformed theology
and the broader Christian community. R.C. Sproul, a prominent theologian, pastor, and educator,
dedicated much of his life to elucidating the scriptures and imparting profound truths about God's
sovereignty, grace, and the Christian faith. His work not only shaped the lives of countless individuals
but also left an indelible mark on contemporary evangelical thought. This article delves into Sproul's
life, theological contributions, and the enduring legacy of his teachings, particularly focusing on the
concept of being "chosen by God."

Early Life and Education

R.C. Sproul was born on February 13, 1939, in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. Raised in a Roman Catholic
household, he was introduced to Christian doctrines at an early age. However, it was during his
college years that he experienced a profound transformation in his understanding of God and the
scriptures.

Academic Pursuits

- College: Sproul attended Westminster College in Pennsylvania, where he initially pursued a degree
in philosophy. His studies in philosophy would later influence his theological outlook and approach to
apologetics.

- Seminary: After completing his undergraduate education, he enrolled at Pittsburgh Theological
Seminary, where he received a Master of Theology. His time in seminary solidified his commitment to
Reformed theology.

- Further Studies: Sproul went on to earn a doctoral degree in theology from the Free University of
Amsterdam, further deepening his understanding of the Reformed tradition.

Theological Foundations

Central to R.C. Sproul's theology is the concept of God's sovereignty and the notion of being "chosen
by God." This idea is rooted in the doctrines of grace, which emphasize God's initiative in salvation
rather than human effort.

God's Sovereignty

- Definition: God's sovereignty refers to His supreme power and authority over all creation. Sproul
emphasized that God is not only sovereign in a general sense but that His sovereignty extends to the
individual lives of believers.

- Biblical Basis: Sproul frequently cited passages such as Romans 8:29-30 and Ephesians 1:4-5, which
affirm that God predestines individuals for salvation according to His will.



Doctrine of Election

- Unconditional Election: One of the core tenets of Reformed theology is the belief in unconditional
election, the idea that God chooses individuals for salvation not based on foreseen merit or actions,
but solely by His grace.

- Sproul's Teachings: In his writings and lectures, Sproul often explored the implications of election,
discussing how it fosters humility and gratitude among believers. He argued that understanding our
status as the chosen of God should lead to a deeper appreciation for God's grace.

Ministry and Influence

R.C. Sproul's ministry spanned several decades and included pastoral work, teaching, and writing. His
impact on the church and theological education is significant.

Founding Ligonier Ministries

In 1971, Sproul founded Ligonier Ministries, a teaching fellowship designed to equip Christians to
articulate their faith and engage the culture with biblical truth. The ministry has grown to include:

- Conferences: Ligonier hosts annual conferences that attract thousands of attendees, featuring
renowned speakers and theologians who address contemporary issues in light of scripture.

- Teaching Resources: The ministry produces a vast array of teaching materials, including books,
articles, and online courses, making theological education accessible to a wider audience.

Writing and Publishing

Sproul authored more than 100 books, covering a range of topics from theology to apologetics. Some
of his most influential works include:

1. "The Holiness of God": This book explores the nature of God's holiness and its implications for
humanity.

2. "Chosen by God": In this seminal work, Sproul articulates the doctrine of election and its
significance for the believer's assurance and understanding of salvation.

3. "The Consequences of Ideas": A comprehensive look at how philosophical ideas have shaped the
modern world, emphasizing the importance of a biblical worldview.

The Legacy of R.C. Sproul

R.C. Sproul's influence extends beyond his writings and teachings. His commitment to articulating
sound doctrine and defending the faith has left a lasting legacy in several areas.



Impact on Reformed Theology

- Restoration of Reformed Thought: Sproul played a crucial role in revitalizing interest in Reformed
theology during the late 20th century. His engaging style and accessible teaching made complex
theological concepts understandable to laypeople.

- Apologetics: He was a passionate advocate for the defense of the Christian faith, often addressing
challenges posed by secularism and skepticism. His work in apologetics has encouraged believers to
engage thoughtfully with contemporary issues.

Teaching Future Generations

- Mentorship: Sproul was dedicated to mentoring young theologians and pastors, ensuring that the
truths of the Reformed tradition would continue to be passed down through generations.

- Influence on Seminaries: His teachings have been integrated into various seminary programs,
influencing the next generation of church leaders and theologians.

Conclusion

R.C. Sproul's life and ministry exemplify a deep commitment to the truth of God's Word and the
understanding of being chosen by God. His theological insights, particularly regarding God's
sovereignty and grace, have not only enriched the lives of countless believers but have also provided
a sturdy foundation for the church in an ever-changing world. As we reflect on his legacy, we are
reminded of the importance of sound doctrine, the beauty of God's holiness, and the profound
mystery of His choosing. Through Ligonier Ministries and his extensive body of work, Sproul's
influence will undoubtedly continue to resonate within the Christian community for years to come,
encouraging believers to embrace their identity as the chosen ones of God and live out their faith with
conviction and purpose.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is R.C. Sproul and what is his significance in Christian
theology?

R.C. Sproul was a prominent American theologian, author, and pastor known for his work in Reformed
theology. He founded Ligonier Ministries and was influential in popularizing the doctrines of grace and
the sovereignty of God.

What does R.C. Sproul mean by 'chosen by God'?

In R.C. Sproul's theology, '‘chosen by God' refers to the biblical doctrine of election, which posits that
God, in His sovereignty, chooses certain individuals for salvation before the foundation of the world.



How did R.C. Sproul interpret the doctrine of predestination?

R.C. Sproul affirmed the Reformed understanding of predestination, emphasizing that it is God's
sovereign choice to save certain individuals, which underscores His grace and mercy, rather than any
foreseen merit on the part of the chosen.

What are some key biblical passages R.C. Sproul referenced
regarding election?

R.C. Sproul often referenced passages such as Ephesians 1:4-5, Romans 8:29-30, and 2 Timothy 1:9
to articulate the biblical basis for the doctrine of election and God's sovereign choice.

Did R.C. Sproul believe that the doctrine of election affects
evangelism?

Yes, R.C. Sproul believed that the doctrine of election does not hinder evangelism; rather, it motivates
it, as believers are called to share the gospel with the conviction that God will call His elect to Himself.

How did Sproul address objections to the doctrine of election?

R.C. Sproul acknowledged the emotional and theological objections to election, emphasizing God's
justice and mercy, and he argued that God's choices are ultimately unsearchable and rooted in His
perfect wisdom.

What role did R.C. Sproul play in the contemporary Reformed
movement?

R.C. Sproul was a key figure in the resurgence of Reformed theology in the late 20th century, through
his teaching, writing, and the establishment of Ligonier Ministries, which provided resources for
understanding Reformed doctrine.

What was the impact of R.C. Sproul's book 'Chosen by God'?

R.C. Sproul's book 'Chosen by God' had a significant impact on both lay Christians and theologians, as
it presented the doctrine of election in an accessible manner, encouraging readers to explore the
implications of God's sovereignty in salvation.

How can one learn more about R.C. Sproul's views on being
‘chosen by God'?

To learn more about R.C. Sproul's views on being '‘chosen by God', one can read his books, listen to
his sermons, and explore the resources provided by Ligonier Ministries, which continues to
disseminate his teachings.
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