
reflexive and intensive pronouns worksheet

Reflexive and intensive pronouns worksheet is an essential educational tool designed to help students
understand and practice the use of reflexive and intensive pronouns in the English language. These types of
pronouns play a crucial role in sentence structure, allowing speakers and writers to convey deeper meanings
and clarify subjects in their sentences. In this article, we will explore what reflexive and intensive pronouns
are, their differences, and how to effectively create and utilize a worksheet for educational purposes.

Understanding Reflexive Pronouns

Reflexive pronouns are used when the subject and the object of a sentence are the same person or thing. These
pronouns often end in "-self" or "-selves." The primary reflexive pronouns in English include:

myself

yourself

himself

herself

itself

ourselves

yourselves

themselves

Examples of Reflexive Pronouns in Sentences

1. I taught myself how to play the guitar.
2. She baked the cake herself.
3. They enjoyed themselves at the party.
4. He hurt himself while playing soccer.
5. We should be proud of ourselves for completing the project.

Understanding Intensive Pronouns

Intensive pronouns, on the other hand, are used to emphasize a noun or pronoun already mentioned in the
sentence. They also end in "-self" or "-selves," but their function is different from that of reflexive pronouns.
The intensive pronouns include the same list as reflexive pronouns:

myself

yourself



himself

herself

itself

ourselves

yourselves

themselves

Examples of Intensive Pronouns in Sentences

1. I myself will handle the presentation.
2. She herself organized the entire event.
3. The team members themselves were surprised by the results.
4. You yourself can make a difference in the community.
5. He will finish the project himself.

Key Differences Between Reflexive and Intensive Pronouns

While reflexive and intensive pronouns appear similar, their usage and purpose differ significantly. Here are the
key differences:

Function: Reflexive pronouns act as the object of the verb, while intensive pronouns are used for
emphasis.

Necessity: Reflexive pronouns are essential for the meaning of the sentence; without them, the sentence
may not make sense. Intensive pronouns are not necessary for the sentence to be complete.

Position: Reflexive pronouns usually follow the verb or preposition, while intensive pronouns can be
placed immediately after the noun or pronoun they emphasize.

Creating a Reflexive and Intensive Pronouns Worksheet

A well-structured worksheet can greatly enhance students' understanding of reflexive and intensive pronouns.
Here’s how to create an effective worksheet:

1. Introduction Section

Start the worksheet with a brief introduction explaining the concepts of reflexive and intensive pronouns. Define
both types of pronouns and provide examples.



2. Identification Exercises

Create exercises that require students to identify reflexive and intensive pronouns in sentences. For example:

Underline the reflexive and intensive pronouns in the following sentences:

1. She looked at herself in the mirror.
2. I myself couldn’t believe the news.
3. They prepared the meal themselves.

3. Fill-in-the-Blank Activities

Design fill-in-the-blank sentences where students must choose the correct reflexive or intensive pronoun. For
example:

1. Please do it by _______ (myself / myself).
2. He made the decision all by _______ (himself / himself).
3. She enjoyed _______ (herself / herself) at the concert.

4. Sentence Creation

Ask students to create their sentences using both types of pronouns. This encourages them to apply their
understanding practically. Provide prompts like:

- Write a sentence using “myself” as a reflexive pronoun.
- Write a sentence using “herself” as an intensive pronoun.

5. Group Activities

Incorporate group activities where students can work collaboratively. For instance, have them create short
skits or dialogues using both reflexive and intensive pronouns. This not only reinforces learning but also makes
it interactive and fun.

Benefits of Using a Reflexive and Intensive Pronouns Worksheet

Implementing a reflexive and intensive pronouns worksheet in the classroom offers several benefits:

Reinforcement of Learning: Worksheets provide additional practice, helping to solidify students'
understanding of the concepts.

Assessment: Teachers can assess students' grasp of the material through their responses and
participation in activities.

Encouragement of Critical Thinking: By creating sentences or engaging in group activities, students
develop their critical thinking and creativity skills.

Enhanced Engagement: Interactive elements keep students engaged and motivated to learn.



Conclusion

In conclusion, a well-crafted reflexive and intensive pronouns worksheet is a valuable resource for educators
aiming to teach students about these essential components of the English language. By understanding the
definitions, differences, and proper applications of reflexive and intensive pronouns, students can enhance their
writing and speaking skills. Incorporating various exercises and activities in the worksheet not only makes
learning enjoyable but also fosters a deeper understanding of the subject matter. With regular practice,
students will become more confident in their use of pronouns, improving their overall language proficiency.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are reflexive pronouns, and how do they differ from intensive
pronouns?

Reflexive pronouns refer back to the subject of the sentence and are necessary for the sentence's meaning (e.g.,
'myself', 'yourself'). Intensive pronouns, on the other hand, emphasize a noun or another pronoun but are not
essential to the sentence (e.g., 'myself' in 'I myself completed the project').

What is the purpose of a reflexive and intensive pronouns worksheet?

A reflexive and intensive pronouns worksheet is designed to help students practice identifying and using these
pronouns correctly in sentences, enhancing their understanding of sentence structure and grammar.

Can you provide an example of a sentence using a reflexive pronoun?

Sure! An example of a reflexive pronoun in a sentence is: 'She prepared herself for the big presentation.' Here,
'herself' refers back to 'she'.

What types of exercises can be found in a reflexive and intensive pronouns
worksheet?

Exercises may include fill-in-the-blank sentences, matching pronouns to sentences, correcting sentences that
misuse pronouns, and creating sentences using given pronouns.

How can teachers effectively use a reflexive and intensive pronouns
worksheet in the classroom?

Teachers can use the worksheet as a formative assessment tool, incorporate it into group activities, or assign
it for homework to reinforce lessons on pronouns and enhance students' grammar skills.

What are some common mistakes students make with reflexive and intensive
pronouns?

Common mistakes include using reflexive pronouns when they are not needed (e.g., 'She saw herself at the party'
instead of 'She saw her at the party') or confusing reflexive with intensive pronouns, which can lead to
grammatical errors.
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