
reading strategies for informational
text

reading strategies for informational text are essential tools that enable
readers to effectively comprehend, analyze, and retain factual and expository
material. Informational texts, such as articles, reports, essays, and
manuals, present non-fiction content designed to inform or explain, requiring
distinct reading approaches compared to narrative or literary texts.
Employing targeted reading strategies enhances understanding by helping
readers identify main ideas, interpret supporting details, organize
information logically, and critically evaluate the content. This article
explores a variety of proven techniques and methods that optimize the reading
process for informational materials. From previewing and questioning to
annotating and summarizing, these strategies support deeper engagement with
the text and improve overall literacy skills. The following sections outline
essential approaches, practical applications, and tips for mastering the
reading of informational text in academic, professional, and everyday
contexts.

Previewing and Predicting

Identifying Main Ideas and Supporting Details

Annotating and Note-Taking

Questioning and Critical Thinking

Using Graphic Organizers

Summarizing and Synthesizing Information

Previewing and Predicting

Previewing and predicting are foundational reading strategies for
informational text that prepare the reader to engage actively with the
material. Previewing involves scanning the text before a thorough read to
gather clues about its structure, purpose, and content. This may include
examining titles, headings, subheadings, bold or italicized terms, graphics,
and introductory or concluding paragraphs. Predicting encourages readers to
anticipate what information might be presented based on this initial
overview.

The Importance of Previewing

Previewing sets the stage for comprehension by activating prior knowledge and
establishing a mental framework. It reduces cognitive load during reading by
familiarizing the reader with the organization and terminology of the text.
Recognizing text features such as bullet points, charts, or captions can
highlight key information and aid in navigation.



Techniques for Effective Predicting

Readers can enhance prediction skills by asking questions such as “What is
this section likely about?” or “What do I already know about this topic?”
Making hypotheses about the content fosters curiosity and motivates sustained
attention. As reading progresses, predictions can be confirmed or revised,
supporting deeper understanding.

Identifying Main Ideas and Supporting Details

A critical component of reading strategies for informational text is
distinguishing the main ideas from supporting details. The main idea
encapsulates the central point or argument the author intends to convey,
while supporting details provide evidence, examples, or explanations that
reinforce it. Mastery of this skill aids in extracting meaningful information
and avoiding distractions from extraneous content.

Locating Main Ideas

Main ideas are often found in topic sentences, which typically appear at the
beginning of paragraphs but can also be located at the end or implied
throughout the text. Readers should be attentive to repeated concepts,
summary statements, and thesis sentences that signal the core message.

Recognizing Supporting Details

Supporting details include facts, statistics, anecdotes, definitions, and
descriptions that clarify or prove the main idea. Identifying these elements
helps in building a comprehensive understanding of the subject matter and in
evaluating the text’s credibility and relevance.

Annotating and Note-Taking

Annotation and note-taking are active reading strategies that engage readers
with the text and facilitate retention and review. Annotating involves
marking the text by underlining, highlighting, or writing marginal notes to
flag important information and personal reactions. Note-taking extends this
practice by recording key points in a separate format for easier study and
synthesis.

Effective Annotation Practices

Effective annotation focuses on highlighting main ideas, unfamiliar
vocabulary, and critical questions. Symbols such as stars, question marks, or
arrows can be used to categorize information quickly. Writing brief summaries
or paraphrases in the margins supports comprehension and critical engagement.



Organized Note-Taking Methods

Various note-taking systems, such as the Cornell Method, outlining, or mind
mapping, help organize information logically. Structured notes enable quick
reference and aid in connecting concepts across different sections or texts.
Digital tools and apps can further enhance this process by allowing easy
editing and sharing.

Questioning and Critical Thinking

Questioning is a vital reading strategy for informational text that
stimulates active engagement and deeper analysis. By posing questions before,
during, and after reading, readers challenge assumptions, clarify
understanding, and evaluate the validity of the information presented.
Critical thinking complements questioning by encouraging evaluation of
arguments, identification of biases, and synthesis of ideas.

Types of Questions to Ask

Effective questions include factual inquiries (“What does the author say?”),
analytical probes (“Why is this information important?”), and evaluative
challenges (“Is the evidence credible?”). Reflective questions such as “How
does this information relate to what I already know?” promote integration of
new knowledge.

Applying Critical Thinking Skills

Critical thinking requires readers to distinguish fact from opinion, detect
logical fallacies, and assess the author’s purpose and perspective. This
process enhances comprehension and encourages independent judgment rather
than passive acceptance of information.

Using Graphic Organizers

Graphic organizers are visual tools that help readers structure and represent
information from informational texts. They support comprehension by
illustrating relationships between ideas, sequencing events, and categorizing
data. Common types include concept maps, Venn diagrams, flowcharts, and
cause-and-effect charts.

Benefits of Graphic Organizers

Graphic organizers simplify complex information, making it easier to analyze
and recall. They facilitate pattern recognition and highlight connections
that might not be immediately evident in linear text. Using these tools also
aids in summarizing and preparing for discussions or assessments.



Implementing Graphic Organizers

Readers should select graphic organizers appropriate to the text’s structure
and their learning objectives. For example, a timeline is effective for
historical texts, while a compare-and-contrast chart suits texts discussing
multiple viewpoints. Digital and printable templates are widely available to
support this strategy.

Summarizing and Synthesizing Information

Summarizing entails condensing informational text into concise statements
that capture the essential points without extraneous detail. Synthesizing
goes further by integrating information from multiple sources or sections to
form a coherent understanding or new perspective. Both are key reading
strategies for informational text that consolidate learning and facilitate
communication.

Steps to Effective Summarization

Effective summarization involves identifying the main ideas, omitting minor
details, and using one’s own words to restate the content. Summaries should
be clear, objective, and proportionate to the length and complexity of the
original text.

Techniques for Synthesis

Synthesis requires comparing and contrasting information, recognizing
patterns or themes, and drawing conclusions based on combined evidence. This
skill is critical for research, problem-solving, and academic writing,
ensuring that new insights emerge from existing knowledge.

Preview the text and predict content to build context.

Distinguish main ideas from supporting details for focused reading.

Annotate and take organized notes to enhance retention.

Ask critical questions to engage and evaluate the material.

Utilize graphic organizers to visualize relationships.

Summarize and synthesize for deeper understanding and application.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are effective reading strategies for



understanding informational text?

Effective reading strategies include previewing the text, identifying
headings and subheadings, highlighting key information, summarizing sections,
and asking questions to stay engaged.

How can previewing an informational text improve
comprehension?

Previewing helps readers get an overview of the content, understand its
structure, and set a purpose for reading, which enhances focus and
comprehension.

Why is annotating important when reading
informational texts?

Annotating allows readers to interact with the text by making notes,
highlighting key points, and asking questions, which improves retention and
critical thinking.

How does identifying text features aid in reading
informational texts?

Recognizing text features like headings, captions, graphs, and glossaries
helps readers locate information quickly and understand the organization and
key ideas of the text.

What role do questioning strategies play in reading
informational texts?

Questioning encourages active engagement, helps clarify understanding, and
guides readers to seek answers within the text, leading to deeper
comprehension.

How can summarizing sections of informational text
enhance understanding?

Summarizing helps distill main ideas, reinforces memory, and allows readers
to check their understanding by putting information into their own words.

What strategies help with reading complex
informational texts?

Strategies include breaking the text into manageable sections, rereading
difficult parts, using graphic organizers, and looking up unfamiliar
vocabulary to improve comprehension.

How can graphic organizers support reading
informational texts?

Graphic organizers visually map out information, helping readers organize
ideas, identify relationships, and synthesize information effectively.



Why is it important to make connections while reading
informational text?

Making connections to prior knowledge or real-world examples helps readers
relate to the content, making it more meaningful and easier to understand and
remember.

Additional Resources
1. Strategies That Work: Teaching Comprehension for Understanding and
Engagement
This book by Stephanie Harvey and Anne Goudvis offers practical strategies
for teaching reading comprehension, with a strong focus on informational
texts. It provides educators with tools to help students engage with complex
texts, understand key ideas, and think critically. The strategies are
research-based and adaptable for various grade levels, making it a valuable
resource for teachers aiming to improve informational text comprehension.

2. Reading Nonfiction: Notice & Note Stances, Signposts, and Strategies
Kylene Beers and Robert E. Probst present a guide tailored to helping
students navigate nonfiction texts. The book introduces specific "signposts"
that signal important information and strategies to enhance understanding. It
is designed to foster active reading and critical thinking, enabling students
to better analyze and retain informational content.

3. Close Reading of Informational Texts, Grades 2-6: A Common Core Approach
Authored by Karen Szymusiak and Janis Darmody, this book provides detailed
lesson plans and activities focused on close reading techniques for
informational texts. It aligns with Common Core standards and emphasizes
text-dependent questioning and analysis. Teachers will find practical
guidance for helping students dive deeply into complex informational
materials.

4. Reading for Understanding: How Reading Apprenticeship Improves
Disciplinary Learning in Secondary and College Classrooms
This book by Ruth Schoenbach, Cynthia Greenleaf, and Lynn Murphy explores the
Reading Apprenticeship framework, which supports comprehension across content
areas. It offers strategies specifically aimed at helping students tackle
informational text in disciplines like science and history. The approach
encourages metacognitive awareness and collaborative learning to boost
understanding.

5. Teaching Students to Read Like Detectives: Comprehending, Analyzing, and
Discussing Text
Michelle L. Brown and Karen Szymusiak provide a comprehensive guide for
teaching students to engage deeply with informational texts. The book focuses
on analytical reading strategies that help students uncover author’s purpose,
evidence, and argument. It includes practical tools and classroom examples to
foster critical thinking and discussion.

6. Informational Text Structures: Using Text Structure to Improve
Comprehension
This resource by Dorothy P. Hall and Julie A. Robinson highlights the
importance of recognizing text structures such as cause-effect, compare-
contrast, and problem-solution. Understanding these structures supports
students in organizing information and improving comprehension. The book
offers instructional strategies and graphic organizers tailored to



informational texts.

7. Strategies for Reading Informational Texts: Lessons for Grades 4-8
By Laura Robb, this book delivers a variety of lesson plans focused on
enhancing students’ abilities to read and understand nonfiction texts. It
includes techniques for previewing texts, summarizing key information, and
asking critical questions. The lessons are designed to build students’
confidence and skills in handling diverse informational materials.

8. Reading Like a Writer: A Guide for Teachers and Students
Francine Prose’s book, while primarily focused on literary texts, offers
valuable strategies for close reading that can be applied to informational
texts. It encourages readers to analyze language, structure, and purpose to
deepen understanding. Educators will find ideas for helping students become
more thoughtful and strategic readers of nonfiction.

9. Comprehension Connections: Bridges to Strategic Reading
Tanny McGregor provides a rich collection of strategies that support
comprehension across text types, including informational texts. The book
emphasizes making connections, questioning, and visualizing to enhance
understanding. Its accessible format and practical activities make it a
useful guide for teachers aiming to foster strategic reading skills.
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