
recorder mary had a little lamb

Recorder Mary Had a Little Lamb is a popular children's song that has been
used for generations to teach music fundamentals. The simple melody, along
with its memorable lyrics, makes it an ideal piece for beginners learning to
play the recorder. This article will explore the song's history, its
significance in music education, and tips for mastering it on the recorder.

History of "Mary Had a Little Lamb"

Origins of the Song

"Mary Had a Little Lamb" traces its origins back to the 19th century. The
lyrics were inspired by a real-life incident involving a young girl named
Mary Sawyer and her pet lamb. According to folklore, Mary took her lamb to
school one day, which caused quite a stir among her classmates. The song was
first published in 1830 by Sarah Josepha Hale, a prominent poet, and author,
who is also known for writing "Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star."

Musical Adaptations

Over the years, "Mary Had a Little Lamb" has been set to various musical
arrangements and has been used in different genres. It is often played in:

- Classical music settings
- Jazz interpretations
- Pop culture adaptations

These variations have allowed the song to remain relevant and enjoyable
across generations.

Significance in Music Education

Teaching Tool for Beginners

One of the primary reasons "Mary Had a Little Lamb" is so widely used in
music education is its simplicity. The song's melody typically consists of
only a few notes, making it accessible for beginners. Here are some reasons
why it's an effective teaching tool:

1. Familiarity: Most children are already familiar with the song, which aids
in quick learning.
2. Basic Note Structure: The song usually employs simple intervals, making it
easier to understand musical concepts.
3. Rhythm Practice: The rhythm is straightforward, allowing beginners to
focus on timing without being overwhelmed.



Developing Skills on the Recorder

The recorder is a favored instrument for teaching music due to its
affordability and ease of play. Learning "Mary Had a Little Lamb" on the
recorder can help students develop essential skills:

- Breath Control: Proper breathing techniques are crucial for producing a
clear sound.
- Finger Placement: Mastering the fingerings for each note helps build
dexterity and coordination.
- Listening Skills: Playing along with the song encourages students to listen
and adjust their playing.

How to Play "Mary Had a Little Lamb" on the
Recorder

Basic Notes and Fingering

Before diving into the song, it's essential to know the notes involved and
their corresponding finger placements. The song is typically played in the
key of C major, which includes the following notes:

- E: Middle finger (top hole) and thumb
- D: Middle finger (top two holes) and thumb
- C: All fingers covering the top three holes and thumb

Here’s the sequence of notes for "Mary Had a Little Lamb":

1. E
2. D
3. C
4. D
5. E
6. E
7. E
8. D
9. D
10. D
11. E
12. D
13. C

Step-by-Step Instructions

To successfully play "Mary Had a Little Lamb" on the recorder, follow these
steps:

1. Warm-Up: Start with some basic warm-up exercises to get comfortable with
the instrument.
2. Learn the Notes: Familiarize yourself with the fingerings for E, D, and C.
3. Play Slowly: Begin by playing the notes slowly, one at a time, ensuring



correct finger placement.
4. Combine Notes: Once comfortable with the individual notes, try playing
them in sequence.
5. Add Rhythm: Once you can play all the notes, focus on the rhythm of the
song.

Tips for Mastering "Mary Had a Little Lamb"

Practice Regularly

Regular practice is key to mastering any song. Set aside time each day to
work on "Mary Had a Little Lamb," gradually increasing your speed and
fluidity.

Use a Metronome

A metronome can help you maintain a steady beat, which is crucial for
developing good timing. Start at a slower tempo and gradually increase as you
become more comfortable with the song.

Play Along with Recordings

Playing along with recordings of "Mary Had a Little Lamb" can improve your
timing and help you internalize the melody. You can find various renditions
online, or use music apps designed for learning instruments.

Variations and Extensions

Adding Dynamics

Once you have mastered the basic version of "Mary Had a Little Lamb,"
consider adding dynamics to make your performance more expressive. Try
playing sections softly (piano) and then increasing volume (forte) to create
contrast.

Improvisation

Encourage creativity by improvising additional melodies or harmonies over the
basic tune. This can help deepen your understanding of musical structure and
melody.



Combining with Other Instruments

Consider playing "Mary Had a Little Lamb" alongside other instruments. For
example, a simple piano accompaniment can enhance the overall sound and
provide a fuller musical experience.

Conclusion

In summary, recorder Mary Had a Little Lamb is more than just a simple
children's song; it serves as a valuable tool for music education. Its
historical roots, ease of play, and adaptability make it a perfect piece for
beginners. By mastering this beloved melody, students can build a solid
foundation in music that will serve them well as they progress to more
complex pieces. Whether you are a teacher, a parent, or a budding musician,
"Mary Had a Little Lamb" is a delightful way to introduce the joy of music to
young learners.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the basic notes for playing 'Mary Had a
Little Lamb' on the recorder?

The basic notes for 'Mary Had a Little Lamb' on the recorder are E D C D E E
E, D D D, E G G, E D C D E E E, E D D E D C.

Is 'Mary Had a Little Lamb' suitable for beginners
learning the recorder?

'Mary Had a Little Lamb' is an excellent choice for beginners as it uses
simple notes and repetitive patterns, making it easy to learn and play.

What are some tips for improving my recorder
technique while playing 'Mary Had a Little Lamb'?

To improve your technique, focus on breath control, finger placement, and
practice playing slowly to ensure accuracy before increasing your speed.

Are there any popular variations of 'Mary Had a
Little Lamb' for advanced recorder players?

Yes, advanced players can explore variations that include harmonies,
embellishments, or even jazz interpretations to add complexity to the
traditional melody.

Can 'Mary Had a Little Lamb' be played in different
keys on the recorder?

Yes, 'Mary Had a Little Lamb' can be transposed to different keys, allowing
players to explore various tonalities and adapt it to their skill level.
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