richard o brien science fiction double feature

richard o brien science fiction double feature is a phrase that resonates strongly with fans of
cult classic musicals and science fiction enthusiasts alike. This iconic song, penned by Richard
O’Brien, serves as the opening number of the groundbreaking musical "The Rocky Horror Picture
Show." Celebrated for its clever lyrics and nostalgic homage to vintage sci-fi and horror films, the
"Science Fiction Double Feature" has cemented its place in pop culture history. Understanding the
origins, lyrical content, and cultural impact of this song provides insight into its enduring appeal.
This article delves into the background of Richard O’Brien, the significance of the song within the
musical, and its broader influence on both science fiction and musical theater communities.

e Origins of Richard O’Brien and the Song

e Lyrical Analysis of "Science Fiction Double Feature"
e Role in The Rocky Horror Picture Show

e Cultural Impact and Legacy

e Performances and Covers

Origins of Richard O’Brien and the Song

Richard O’Brien, a British-New Zealand actor, writer, and musician, created "The Rocky Horror
Picture Show" in the early 1970s. His deep affection for science fiction and horror films of the 1950s
and 1960s inspired much of the musical’s content, including the opening song "Science Fiction
Double Feature." This song acts as a tribute to the genre’s golden age, referencing numerous classic
films and icons that influenced O’Brien’s creative vision. The phrase "science fiction double feature"
itself harkens back to the tradition of double-bill movie screenings popular in mid-20th century
cinemas, where audiences could watch two films for the price of one, often pairing science fiction
with horror for maximum thrill.

Background of Richard O’Brien

Born Richard Timothy Smith in 1942, O’Brien adopted his stage name as he ventured into the
entertainment industry. His multifaceted career spans acting, writing, and composing, but he is most
renowned for his work on "The Rocky Horror Show" and its film adaptation. O’Brien’s passion for
genre films, particularly those from the science fiction and horror realms, is evident in the musical’s
style and storytelling approach. The "Science Fiction Double Feature" song reflects his intimate
knowledge and reverence for these cult classics, serving as a nostalgic gateway for audiences.



Creation of the Song

Composed by O’Brien, the song "Science Fiction Double Feature" was designed to set the tone for
the entire production. It introduces audiences to a world where homage and parody intersect,
blending campy elements with genuine appreciation. Written in the early 1970s, the song draws on
O’Brien’s personal memories and influences, making it both a celebration of and a commentary on
the science fiction genre. The catchy melody and evocative lyrics have contributed to the song’s
lasting popularity.

Lyrical Analysis of "Science Fiction Double Feature"

The lyrics of "Science Fiction Double Feature" are rich with references to classic science fiction and
horror films. Each line pays tribute to specific movies, actors, and cinematic tropes that defined the
era. This section explores the lyrical content, unpacking the allusions and their significance within
the context of the song and the musical.

Key Film References

The song name-drops a variety of cult favorites, including titles and personalities that shaped mid-
century sci-fi cinema. Among the notable references are “Flash Gordon,” “The Day the Earth Stood
Still,” and “Plan 9 from Outer Space.” These nods serve to evoke nostalgia and establish a
connection between the audience’s collective memory and the world of "The Rocky Horror Picture
Show."

e Flash Gordon

e The Day the Earth Stood Still
e Plan 9 from Outer Space

e Forbidden Planet

e Dr. X and other B-movie staples

Themes and Tone

The tone of the song is playful yet reverent, combining campy charm with genuine admiration. The
lyrics embrace the quirky, sometimes cheesy nature of the referenced films, celebrating their
contribution to the genre’s evolution. Themes of escapism, nostalgia, and fandom permeate the
song, echoing the broader themes of "The Rocky Horror Picture Show" itself.



Role in The Rocky Horror Picture Show

Within the structure of "The Rocky Horror Picture Show," the "Science Fiction Double Feature"
serves as the opening number, establishing the atmosphere and thematic foundation for the entire
production. It introduces the audience to the musical’s unique blend of science fiction, horror, and
camp, while also paying homage to cinematic history.

Opening the Musical

The song is performed early in the show, often by the character Magenta, alongside other members
of the ensemble. Its placement is strategic, preparing viewers for a journey through a surreal and
playful narrative that upends traditional genre conventions. The lyrics function as a primer, inviting
the audience into a world where classic science fiction motifs are both celebrated and subverted.

Setting the Mood and Themes

By referencing iconic films and figures, the song creates an immediate sense of familiarity and
anticipation. It primes the audience for a musical experience that is at once nostalgic and innovative.
The themes introduced in "Science Fiction Double Feature" — including the fascination with the
strange and the unknown — resonate throughout the musical, reinforcing its cult status.

Cultural Impact and Legacy

The influence of Richard O’Brien’s "Science Fiction Double Feature" extends far beyond its original
context. It has become a cultural touchstone within the worlds of musical theater, science fiction
fandom, and popular culture at large. Its legacy is marked by its continued relevance and frequent
appearances in various media and performances.

Influence on Popular Culture

The song has been referenced and celebrated in numerous contexts, from tribute performances to
fan conventions. Its blend of humor, nostalgia, and genre-savvy lyrics has inspired countless artists
and fans. The "science fiction double feature" concept itself remains a symbol of genre celebration,
often evoked when discussing retro sci-fi and cult classics.

Enduring Popularity

Decades after its creation, the song continues to captivate new generations. It is a staple at "Rocky



Horror" screenings and events worldwide, often eliciting enthusiastic audience participation. This
enduring popularity highlights the song’s effective synthesis of homage, entertainment, and
musicality.

Performances and Covers

Over the years, "Science Fiction Double Feature" has been performed and recorded by various
artists, both within and outside of the original production. These renditions contribute to the song’s
dynamic presence in entertainment and underscore its adaptability across different interpretations.

Original Cast and Film Versions

The original stage and film productions of "The Rocky Horror Picture Show" featured distinctive
performances of the song, setting a standard for future renditions. The film’s version, in particular,
has become iconic, with the visual and auditory elements intertwined to create a memorable opening
sequence.

Notable Covers and Tributes

Various artists and groups have covered "Science Fiction Double Feature," spanning genres and
styles. These versions often emphasize different aspects of the song, such as its theatricality or its
nostalgic lyrics. Tribute albums and live performances frequently include the song as a highlight,
reaffirming its status as a beloved classic.

Stage revivals featuring new interpretations

Fan-made covers and online renditions

Tribute concerts and themed events

Inclusion in musical theater compilations

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Richard O'Brien in relation to the 'Science Fiction
Double Feature'?

Richard O'Brien is the original writer and performer of the 'Science Fiction Double Feature,' which



is the opening song of the cult musical 'The Rocky Horror Picture Show.'

What is the 'Science Fiction Double Feature' song about?

The 'Science Fiction Double Feature' song pays homage to classic sci-fi and horror B-movies from
the 1930s to the 1970s, referencing iconic films and actors from that era.

Is 'Science Fiction Double Feature' considered a science
fiction song?

While it is called 'Science Fiction Double Feature,' the song is more of a tribute to science fiction
and horror movies rather than a traditional science fiction song.

When was the 'Science Fiction Double Feature' first performed
by Richard O'Brien?

Richard O'Brien first performed the 'Science Fiction Double Feature' in the original 1973 stage
production of "The Rocky Horror Show.'

How does 'Science Fiction Double Feature' relate to 'The
Rocky Horror Picture Show'?

‘Science Fiction Double Feature' is the opening number of 'The Rocky Horror Picture Show,' setting
the tone by celebrating classic sci-fi and horror films, which influence the show's themes.

What are some of the classic films referenced in 'Science
Fiction Double Feature'?

The song references films such as 'Flash Gordon,' 'The Day the Earth Stood Still,' and 'Forbidden
Planet,' among others.

Did Richard O'Brien write other songs for 'The Rocky Horror
Picture Show'?

Yes, Richard O'Brien wrote the entire musical including all songs for 'The Rocky Horror Picture
Show,' with 'Science Fiction Double Feature' being the opening track.

Why is 'Science Fiction Double Feature' significant in pop
culture?
‘Science Fiction Double Feature' has become an iconic cult classic song that celebrates the golden

age of sci-fi and horror films, contributing to the enduring popularity of "'The Rocky Horror Picture
Show.'



Has Richard O'Brien performed 'Science Fiction Double
Feature' outside of the original show?

Yes, Richard O'Brien has performed 'Science Fiction Double Feature' in various live performances
and special events related to 'The Rocky Horror Picture Show' over the years.

Additional Resources

1. The Rocky Horror Picture Show: The Authorized Story of the Cult Classic

This book delves into the making and cultural impact of "The Rocky Horror Picture Show," the cult
musical that popularized Richard O'Brien's iconic "Science Fiction Double Feature" song. It explores
the film’s origins, its journey to midnight movie fame, and the dedicated fanbase that keeps its
legacy alive through interactive screenings and events.

2. Science Fiction Double Feature: The Songs and Stories of Richard O'Brien

A comprehensive look at Richard O'Brien’s creative career, focusing on his contributions to science
fiction and musical theater. This book highlights the significance of the "Science Fiction Double
Feature" song, its references to classic sci-fi films, and O'Brien’s influence on the genre’s pop
culture landscape.

3. Midnight Movies: From Cult Classics to Blockbusters

This book examines the phenomenon of midnight movie screenings, including the rise of "The Rocky
Horror Picture Show" as a cult staple. It discusses how films like those referenced in the "Science
Fiction Double Feature" song shaped late-night cinema and inspired devoted audiences worldwide.

4. Retro Sci-Fi Cinema: A Journey Through Classic Film References

Exploring the films mentioned in Richard O'Brien’s "Science Fiction Double Feature," this book
offers detailed summaries and analyses of the classic sci-fi movies that influenced the song’s lyrics.
It provides historical context and celebrates the golden age of science fiction cinema.

5. Rocky Horror and Beyond: The Evolution of Cult Musicals

This book traces the development of cult musicals from their inception to modern-day successes. It
highlights Richard O'Brien’s role in popularizing the genre through "The Rocky Horror Picture
Show" and how the "Science Fiction Double Feature" encapsulates the spirit of cult fandom.

6. Behind the Curtain: Richard O'Brien’s Creative Journey

An intimate biography focusing on Richard O'Brien’s life and artistic journey, this book sheds light
on his inspirations, struggles, and triumphs. It includes insights into the creation of "The Rocky
Horror Show" and the iconic "Science Fiction Double Feature" song that opened the stage
production.

7. Classic Sci-Fi Soundtracks: The Music That Shaped a Genre

This exploration of science fiction soundtracks discusses how music has enhanced the storytelling of
sci-fi films, including those referenced in the "Science Fiction Double Feature." The book highlights
the unique blend of rock, orchestral, and experimental sounds that defined the era.

8. The Cult Film Companion: Essential Movies and Their Legacy
A guide to influential cult films, this book features many titles mentioned in the "Science Fiction
Double Feature" song. It provides background information, production stories, and an analysis of



why these films continue to resonate with fans decades later.

9. Fandom and Fantasy: The Impact of Cult Cinema on Pop Culture

This book explores how cult films like "The Rocky Horror Picture Show" and their associated
elements, such as the "Science Fiction Double Feature," have shaped fan communities and popular
culture. It discusses the interactive experiences, fan creations, and ongoing relevance of these cult
phenomena.
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