remington 552 speedmaster history

remington 552 speedmaster history traces the development and legacy of one of the most iconic
semi-automatic rimfire rifles in American firearm history. Originally introduced in the mid-20th
century, the Remington 552 Speedmaster quickly gained favor among hunters, target shooters, and
firearm enthusiasts due to its reliable blowback operation and smooth cycling. This article explores
the origins, design evolution, notable variants, and cultural impact of the Remington 552
Speedmaster. Understanding the rifle’s background sheds light on its enduring popularity and the
technological advancements it represented in rimfire rifle manufacturing. Additionally, the
discussion covers its mechanical features, production timeline, and the reasons behind its lasting
presence in the firearms community. The article concludes with insights into maintenance, collector
value, and its influence on modern rimfire rifle designs. The following table of contents outlines the
key areas explored in this comprehensive overview.

e Origins and Development

e Design Features and Technical Specifications
e Variants and Model Changes

e Usage and Popularity

e Legacy and Collectability

Origins and Development

The Remington 552 Speedmaster was first introduced in 1957 as a successor to the earlier
Remington Model 511. It was developed during a period when semi-automatic rimfire rifles were
gaining traction in the United States, driven by the need for reliable, fast-cycling firearms that
catered to small game hunting and target shooting. Remington Arms Company designed the 552
Speedmaster to offer an efficient blowback-operated mechanism that provided smooth feeding and
ejection of .22 caliber cartridges.

Historical Context

The introduction of the Remington 552 Speedmaster came at a time when recreational shooting and
hunting were becoming increasingly popular in post-war America. The rifle was designed to appeal
to a broad audience, from novice shooters to experienced marksmen. Its reliable semi-automatic
action distinguished it from bolt-action and lever-action rifles that dominated the rimfire market up
to that point.



Design Objectives

The primary goal was to create a rifle that combined accuracy, reliability, and ease of maintenance.
Remington engineers focused on a simple blowback system that minimized recoil and ensured
consistent cycling. The rifle was chambered for .22 Long Rifle, .22 Short, and .22 Long cartridges,
making it versatile for various shooting activities.

Design Features and Technical Specifications

The Remington 552 Speedmaster is renowned for its robust construction and user-friendly design. It
features a hardwood stock, iron sights, and a tubular magazine located under the barrel. The rifle’s
blowback operation and semi-automatic cycling make it highly efficient for rapid fire and quick
follow-up shots.

Blowback Operation

The rifle utilizes a simple blowback mechanism, which relies on the force of the cartridge firing to
cycle the bolt. This design eliminates the need for complex gas systems or recoiling parts, resulting
in fewer moving components and increased reliability. The bolt’s smooth cycling contributes to the
rifle’s reputation for dependable performance.

Caliber and Ammunition Compatibility

The Speedmaster is chambered to fire multiple .22 caliber cartridges, including .22 Short, .22 Long,
and .22 Long Rifle, providing versatility for different shooting scenarios. This multi-cartridge
compatibility allows shooters to select ammunition based on availability, cost, and intended use,
from target practice to small game hunting.

Magazine and Capacity

The rifle is equipped with a tubular magazine beneath the barrel, capable of holding up to 10 rounds
of .22 LR ammunition or a higher capacity of .22 Short cartridges. The magazine design facilitates
easy loading and reliable feeding, contributing to the rifle’s smooth operation in the field.

Variants and Model Changes

Over its production lifespan, Remington introduced several variants and design updates to the 552
Speedmaster model. These changes often reflected advancements in manufacturing techniques, user
feedback, and market demands.



Early Models (1957-1960s)

The initial versions of the Speedmaster featured a plain walnut stock, simple iron sights, and a
straightforward finish. These models emphasized durability and function, with minimal cosmetic
enhancements. Early users praised the rifle for its reliability and ease of use.

Mid-Century Updates (1970s-1980s)

During this period, Remington incorporated several improvements, including checkered stocks for
better grip, improved sighting options such as target rear sights, and refinements to the trigger
mechanism. Changes in finish quality and minor mechanical tweaks enhanced the rifle’s appeal to
competitive shooters and hunters alike.

Special Editions and Discontinuation

Remington released limited edition versions of the 552 Speedmaster with unique engravings,
commemorative markings, and upgraded stocks. Production of the original model ceased in the late
1980s, but its legacy influenced subsequent Remington rimfire models and other manufacturers’
designs.

Usage and Popularity

The Remington 552 Speedmaster has enjoyed widespread use among various shooting communities,
from casual plinkers to competitive marksmen. Its balance of accuracy, reliability, and ease of
maintenance contributed to its sustained popularity.

Hunting Applications

The rifle’s ability to chamber different .22 cartridges made it especially popular for small game
hunting, such as rabbits and squirrels. Its semi-automatic action allowed for quick follow-up shots,
an advantage in fast-paced hunting situations.

Target Shooting and Training

Many shooting instructors and clubs favored the 552 Speedmaster for training new shooters due to
its manageable recoil and straightforward operation. The rifle’s accuracy made it suitable for
informal target shooting and competition at various skill levels.

Reasons for Popularity

¢ Reliable blowback semi-automatic action



e Versatility with multiple .22 caliber cartridges
e Durable construction and quality materials
e Ease of maintenance and field stripping

 Affordability relative to other semi-automatic rimfire rifles

Legacy and Collectability

The Remington 552 Speedmaster holds a significant place in the history of American rimfire rifles,
appreciated both as a functional firearm and as a collectible piece. Its design influenced later rifle
models and helped set standards for semi-automatic rimfire rifles.

Collector Interest

Collectors value the Speedmaster for its historical significance, quality craftsmanship, and
distinctive design. Well-preserved examples, especially early models or limited editions, can
command premium prices in the firearms collector market.

Influence on Modern Firearms

The rifle’s straightforward blowback design and multi-cartridge capability inspired subsequent
rimfire rifle developments. Its balance of function and user-friendly features remains a benchmark
for designers crafting new semi-automatic rimfire rifles.

Maintenance and Longevity

Due to its simple design, the Remington 552 Speedmaster is relatively easy to maintain and repair,
contributing to many rifles remaining operational decades after production ended. Proper care and
availability of spare parts support its continued use by enthusiasts today.

Frequently Asked Questions

When was the Remington 552 Speedmaster first introduced?

The Remington 552 Speedmaster was first introduced in 1957 as a semi-automatic .22 caliber rifle.

What are the key design features of the Remington 552



Speedmaster?

The Remington 552 Speedmaster features a tubular magazine, a semi-automatic action, a walnut
stock, and adjustable iron sights, making it popular for small game hunting and target shooting.

Who manufactured the Remington 552 Speedmaster?

The Remington 552 Speedmaster was manufactured by Remington Arms Company, a well-known
American firearms manufacturer.

How long was the Remington 552 Speedmaster in production?

The Remington 552 Speedmaster was in production from 1957 until 1991.

What makes the Remington 552 Speedmaster popular among
collectors?

Collectors value the Remington 552 Speedmaster for its reliable semi-automatic action, classic
design, and its status as a historically significant rimfire rifle.

What calibers was the Remington 552 Speedmaster
chambered in?

The Remington 552 Speedmaster was primarily chambered in .22 Long Rifle (LR) caliber.

How did the Remington 552 Speedmaster impact rimfire rifle
designs?
The Remington 552 Speedmaster influenced rimfire rifle designs by popularizing reliable semi-

automatic actions combined with practical features like the tubular magazine and durable
construction.

Were there any notable variants of the Remington 552
Speedmaster?

Yes, there were variants including models with different stock materials and barrel lengths, but the
core design remained consistent throughout its production.

What is the historical significance of the Remington 552
Speedmaster?

The Remington 552 Speedmaster holds historical significance as one of the most popular and
enduring semi-automatic .22 rifles of the mid-20th century, widely used for training, hunting, and
recreational shooting.



Additional Resources

1. The Remington 552 Speedmaster: A Comprehensive History

This book offers an in-depth exploration of the Remington 552 Speedmaster's development and
evolution. Covering its introduction in the mid-20th century, the book highlights design changes,
manufacturing details, and the rifle's role in both civilian and law enforcement contexts. It also
includes rare photographs and firsthand accounts from collectors and experts.

2. Classic Rifles of America: The Remington 552 Speedmaster

Focusing on the Remington 552 Speedmaster as one of America's iconic rifles, this volume delves
into its mechanical features and historical significance. Readers gain insight into the rifle's
popularity among hunters and target shooters, along with maintenance tips and restoration advice
from experienced gunsmiths.

3. Remington's Rimfire Legacy: From Model 241 to the 552 Speedmaster

Tracing the lineage of Remington's rimfire rifles, this book situates the 552 Speedmaster within a
broader historical context. It discusses technological advancements that influenced its design and
compares it to predecessor models, providing a detailed timeline and technical specifications.

4. The Collector’s Guide to Remington Rifles: Spotlight on the 552 Speedmaster

A must-have for firearms collectors, this guide offers detailed information on identifying, valuing,
and preserving Remington 552 Speedmaster rifles. It features serial number charts, production
variations, and tips for spotting authentic models versus reproductions.

5. Rimfire Rifles: The Story of the Remington 552 Speedmaster

This narrative-driven book tells the story of the Remington 552 Speedmaster's impact on shooting
sports and small game hunting. It includes interviews with longtime owners and covers the rifle’s
reliability, accuracy, and enduring appeal over decades.

6. Engineering the Remington 552 Speedmaster: Design and Innovation

An engineering-focused text that examines the mechanical design of the 552 Speedmaster. It breaks
down the rifle’s blowback action, materials used, and manufacturing processes, making it a valuable
resource for gunsmiths and firearms engineers.

7. Remington 552 Speedmaster: From Field to Firearm History

This book bridges the gap between practical use and historical significance, showcasing how the 552
Speedmaster was employed in various shooting disciplines. It also explores cultural references and
the rifle’s presence in media throughout the 20th century.

8. The Evolution of Remington Rifles: Highlighting the 552 Speedmaster

Detailing Remington’s rifle innovations, this book presents the 552 Speedmaster as a key milestone.
It contrasts earlier models with the 552 to show improvements in accuracy, durability, and user-
friendliness, supplemented with expert commentary and archival materials.

9. Remington 552 Speedmaster: The Definitive Reference Manual

Serving as an all-encompassing manual, this reference covers technical specifications, disassembly
and reassembly instructions, troubleshooting tips, and historical anecdotes. It is designed for both
enthusiasts and professionals seeking thorough knowledge of the rifle.
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