
plot diagram the hobbit
Plot diagram The Hobbit serves as a structured outline of J.R.R. Tolkien's classic novel, which
follows the adventurous journey of Bilbo Baggins, a hobbit who is thrust into a world of dragons,
dwarves, and unexpected heroics. The plot diagram presents the story's progression through distinct
stages, allowing readers to grasp the narrative's evolution and the characters' development. This
article delves into the key components of the plot diagram, including exposition, rising action,
climax, falling action, and resolution, while also examining the significant events and themes that
contribute to the overall narrative.

Exposition

The exposition sets the stage for Bilbo Baggins' adventure, introducing readers to the Shire, a
peaceful and idyllic land inhabited by hobbits. This section covers several critical elements:

Setting

- The Shire: A rural area characterized by lush landscapes and a serene lifestyle, where hobbits live
simple and uneventful lives.
- Time Period: The story is set in a fantastical world that resembles medieval Europe, filled with
mythical creatures and magic.

Main Characters

- Bilbo Baggins: The protagonist, a hobbit who enjoys a quiet life until his world is turned upside
down.
- Gandalf: A wise and powerful wizard who plays a crucial role in Bilbo's adventure, encouraging him
to join the dwarves.
- Thorin Oakenshield: The leader of the dwarves seeking to reclaim their homeland from the dragon
Smaug.
- Dwarves: A group of thirteen dwarves, including Balin, Dwalin, Fili, and Kili, who accompany Bilbo
on the journey.

Inciting Incident

The inciting incident occurs when Gandalf marks Bilbo's door, leading the dwarves to his home.
They arrive unannounced, and after some initial reluctance, Bilbo is swept into their quest to reclaim
the Lonely Mountain and its treasure from Smaug. This pivotal moment establishes the central
conflict of the story.



Rising Action

The rising action consists of a series of events that build tension and develop the story's central
conflict. Bilbo and the dwarves encounter various challenges and adventures as they journey toward
the Lonely Mountain.

Key Events

1. Encounter with Trolls: The group is captured by trolls, but Gandalf saves them by tricking the
trolls into arguing until dawn, turning them to stone.
2. The Mines of Moria: They venture through the dark mines, facing dangers like goblins and the
fearsome Balrog. This event tests the group’s resolve and showcases Bilbo's growing bravery.
3. Meeting Gollum: Bilbo meets Gollum in the depths of the mountain. This encounter introduces the
One Ring, which Bilbo finds and uses to escape Gollum, marking a crucial turning point for his
character.
4. Smaug’s Lair: Upon reaching the Lonely Mountain, the group devises a plan to confront Smaug,
leading to an intense buildup of suspense.

Climax

The climax is the story's most intense moment, where the central conflict reaches a peak. In The
Hobbit, this occurs when Bilbo confronts Smaug in his lair.

Confrontation with Smaug

- Bilbo bravely enters the dragon’s hoard and engages in a battle of wits with Smaug. Their
exchange reveals Bilbo's cleverness and resourcefulness as he learns of Smaug’s weakness—a
missing scale on his underbelly.
- Smaug, enraged, leaves the mountain to attack Lake-town, setting off a chain of events that leads
to further conflict.

Falling Action

The falling action deals with the consequences of the climax and begins to resolve the story's
conflicts. After Smaug's attack, the focus shifts to the aftermath of his actions and the growing
tensions between various factions.

Key Developments

1. Smaug’s Defeat: Bard, a hero from Lake-town, kills Smaug with an arrow aimed at the dragon's



weak spot, liberating the town from the fear of the dragon.
2. Dwarves’ Claim: Thorin claims the treasure of the Lonely Mountain, but his greed leads to
conflicts with the elves and men who seek a share of the treasure to rebuild their homes after
Smaug's destruction.

Resolution

The resolution wraps up the story by resolving the various conflicts and restoring order.

Key Outcomes

- Battle of the Five Armies: A climactic battle ensues between dwarves, elves, men, goblins, and
wargs. This battle emphasizes themes of unity and the consequences of greed.
- Thorin’s Redemption: As he lies dying, Thorin recognizes the folly of his ways and reconciles with
Bilbo, admitting that friendship is more valuable than gold.
- Bilbo’s Return: After the battle, Bilbo decides to return to the Shire, having undergone significant
personal growth. He is no longer the timid hobbit who once cherished his quiet life.

Thematic Elements

The plot diagram of The Hobbit not only highlights the narrative structure but also unveils several
thematic elements woven throughout the story.

Key Themes

1. Heroism and Personal Growth: Bilbo’s journey exemplifies the hero’s journey, showcasing how
ordinary individuals can rise to meet extraordinary challenges.
2. Friendship and Loyalty: The bonds formed between the characters, especially between Bilbo and
the dwarves, illustrate the importance of camaraderie and loyalty in overcoming adversity.
3. Greed and Consequences: The conflict over treasure serves as a cautionary tale about the dangers
of greed and the importance of valuing relationships over wealth.
4. Courage and Adventure: The story celebrates the spirit of adventure and the courage it takes to
step outside one’s comfort zone.

Conclusion

The plot diagram of The Hobbit encapsulates the enchanting and transformative journey of Bilbo
Baggins, illustrating how a simple hobbit can become a hero through courage, friendship, and self-
discovery. By breaking down the story into its fundamental components—exposition, rising action,
climax, falling action, and resolution—readers can appreciate the intricate tapestry of events and



themes that contribute to the novel's enduring legacy. Tolkien's masterful storytelling not only
entertains but also resonates with profound life lessons, making The Hobbit a timeless classic that
continues to inspire readers of all ages.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main components of the plot diagram in 'The
Hobbit'?
The main components include the exposition (Bilbo's peaceful life in the Shire), rising action (the
journey with the dwarves and encounters with enemies), climax (the confrontation with Smaug),
falling action (the aftermath of Smaug's defeat), and resolution (the return home and the impact of
the adventure on Bilbo).

How does the exposition of 'The Hobbit' set the stage for the
plot?
The exposition introduces Bilbo Baggins, a hobbit who enjoys a quiet life, and presents the inciting
incident when Gandalf and the dwarves arrive, asking him to join their quest, which sets off the main
events of the story.

What events contribute to the rising action in 'The Hobbit'?
Key events in the rising action include encounters with trolls, goblins, giant spiders, and elves, as
well as Bilbo's growth as he faces various challenges and the development of the group's dynamics.

What is the significance of the climax in 'The Hobbit'?
The climax occurs during the confrontation with Smaug, where Bilbo's cleverness and bravery are
tested, marking a turning point in the story that impacts the fate of the Lonely Mountain and its
treasure.

How does the resolution of 'The Hobbit' reflect Bilbo's
character development?
The resolution shows Bilbo returning to the Shire, transformed by his experiences, having gained
confidence, wisdom, and a sense of adventure, which highlights his growth from a timid hobbit to a
brave hero.
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