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When it comes to outdoor speakers, the choice between the Polk Atrium 8 and the Definitive
Technology AW6500 is a common debate among audio enthusiasts. Both models are renowned for
their sound quality and durability, making them popular choices for anyone looking to enhance their
outdoor listening experience. In this article, we will delve into the specifications, features, performance,

and overall value of these two speakers to help you make an informed decision.

Overview of the Brands

Polk Audio

Polk Audio has been a prominent name in the audio industry since its inception in 1972. Known for its
commitment to delivering high-quality sound at an affordable price, Polk has established a strong
reputation for both indoor and outdoor speakers. The Atrium series, including the Atrium 8, is designed
specifically for outdoor environments, ensuring that users enjoy excellent audio performance in a

variety of conditions.

Definitive Technology

Founded in 1990, Definitive Technology has made a name for itself by developing innovative audio
products that incorporate advanced engineering and design. The AW6500 is part of their outdoor
speaker range, which is engineered to withstand the elements while providing exceptional sound

quality. Definitive Technology focuses on premium materials and cutting-edge technology, making its



products a favorite among audiophiles.

Specifications

Understanding the specifications of each speaker is crucial for making a comparison. Below are the

key specifications for both the Polk Atrium 8 and the Definitive Technology AWG500.

Polk Atrium 8 Specifications

- Driver Configuration: 8-inch dynamic balance woofer, 1-inch tweeter
- Frequency Response: 40 Hz - 25 kHz

- Power Handling: 20 - 100 watts

- Impedance: 8 ohms

- Sensitivity: 90 dB

- Weather Resistance: |IP55 rated

- Dimensions: 12.5 x 9.75 x 10.75 inches

- Weight: 8.5 Ibs

Definitive Technology AW6500 Specifications

- Driver Configuration: 6.5-inch polypropylene woofer, 1-inch aluminum dome tweeter
- Frequency Response: 40 Hz - 30 kHz

- Power Handling: 10 - 150 watts

- Impedance: 8 ohms

- Sensitivity: 89 dB

- Weather Resistance: Molded enclosure, UV-resistant materials

- Dimensions: 11.75 x 9.5 x 10 inches



- Weight: 8.4 Ibs

Design and Build Quality

Both the Polk Atrium 8 and Definitive Technology AW6500 are built to endure outdoor environments,

but they have distinct design elements and construction features.

Polk Atrium 8 Design

- Aesthetic: The Atrium 8 features a classic design with a sleek, modern look. It is available in a black
or white finish, allowing it to blend seamlessly with outdoor decor.

- Mounting Options: It comes with a versatile mounting bracket that allows for horizontal or vertical
placement, giving users flexibility in installation.

- Durability: The IP55 rating means it is resistant to dust and water, making it suitable for various

weather conditions.

Definitive Technology AW6500 Design

- Aesthetic: The AW6500 has a more streamlined and contemporary appearance, also available in
black or white finishes.

- Mounting Options: This model features a unique mounting system that allows for easy installation on
walls or ceilings.

- Durability: Its molded enclosure and UV-resistant materials ensure long-lasting performance against

sun exposure and moisture.



Sound Performance

The sound quality of outdoor speakers is paramount, and both the Polk Atrium 8 and Definitive

Technology AW6500 deliver impressive audio performance.

Polk Atrium 8 Sound Performance

- Bass Response: The 8-inch woofer provides robust bass, making it well-suited for outdoor
gatherings.

- Treble Clarity: The 1-inch tweeter delivers clear highs, ensuring that vocals and treble instruments
are well-represented.

- Overall Sound: The dynamic balance technology used in the Atrium 8 minimizes distortion, resulting

in a balanced, full-range sound that can fill larger outdoor spaces.

Definitive Technology AW6500 Sound Performance

- Bass Response: While the AW6500 has a slightly smaller woofer, it still offers commendable bass
performance, thanks to its advanced driver technology.

- Treble Clarity: The aluminum dome tweeter provides crisp and clear treble, enhancing the overall
listening experience.

- Overall Sound: The combination of its drivers creates a well-rounded sound profile, capable of

delivering detailed audio across various genres.

Installation and Use

Both speakers are designed for ease of installation, but they have different characteristics that may



influence user experience.

Polk Atrium 8 Installation

- Mounting Options: The mounting bracket allows for a range of placements, accommodating different
outdoor layouts.

- Ease of Setup: Users have reported that the installation process is straightforward, with clear
instructions provided.

- Versatility: The ability to mount the speakers in various orientations makes them a flexible choice for

different environments.

Definitive Technology AW6500 Installation

- Mounting Options: The uniqgue mounting system adds convenience, allowing for quick and easy
setup.

- Ease of Setup: Similar to the Atrium 8, the AW6500 is designed for effortless installation.

- Versatility: With multiple mounting options, these speakers can be positioned to optimize sound

distribution in outdoor spaces.

Price and Value

When considering outdoor speakers, price and value are critical factors. Both models are priced in a

similar range, but they cater to different preferences and requirements.



Polk Atrium 8 Pricing

- Price Range: The Atrium 8 typically retails for around $149 to $199 per speaker, depending on the
retailer and any sales promotions.
- Value Proposition: Given its robust build, excellent sound quality, and versatility, the Atrium 8 offers

great value for outdoor audio enthusiasts.

Definitive Technology AW6500 Pricing

- Price Range: The AW6500 generally falls in the $199 to $249 range per speaker, reflecting its
premium construction and sound quality.
- Value Proposition: While it is on the higher end of the price spectrum, the advanced technology and

performance justify the cost for many users.

Conclusion

Choosing between the Polk Atrium 8 and the Definitive Technology AW6500 ultimately depends on

individual preferences and specific requirements.

- If you prioritize robust bass and a classic design that offers versatility in installation, the Polk Atrium 8
is an excellent choice.
- On the other hand, if you're looking for cutting-edge technology and a contemporary aesthetic, the

Definitive Technology AW6500 may be the better option.

Both speakers provide exceptional sound quality and durability, making them worthy contenders in the
outdoor speaker market. By considering the specifications, design, sound performance, and overall

value, you can confidently select the speaker that best meets your outdoor audio needs.



Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key differences in sound quality between Polk Atrium 8

and Definitive Technology AWG6500?

The Polk Atrium 8 offers a more balanced sound profile with a warm tone, while the Definitive
Technology AW6500 is known for its powerful bass response and clearer highs, making it ideal for

outdoor environments.

Which speaker is more suitable for outdoor use, Polk Atrium 8 or

Definitive Technology AW6500?

Both speakers are designed for outdoor use, but the Definitive Technology AW6500 has a rugged

design and superior weather resistance, making it slightly more suitable for harsh outdoor conditions.

How does the price of Polk Atrium 8 compare to Definitive Technology

AW6500?

The Polk Atrium 8 is generally more affordable, while the Definitive Technology AW6500 tends to be

priced higher due to its advanced technology and premium sound quality.

What are the installation options for Polk Atrium 8 vs. Definitive

Technology AW65007?

Both speakers offer flexible installation options, including wall mounting and placement on surfaces.

However, the Polk Atrium 8 is often considered easier to install due to its lighter weight.

Which speaker has better bass performance, Polk Atrium 8 or



Definitive Technology AW65007?

The Definitive Technology AW6500 is known for its superior bass performance thanks to its built-in

subwoofer technology, providing deeper and more impactful bass compared to the Polk Atrium 8.

Do the Polk Atrium 8 and Definitive Technology AW6500 have any
smart features?

Neither the Polk Atrium 8 nor the Definitive Technology AW6500 come with built-in smart features like
Wi-Fi or Bluetooth connectivity; they are both passive speakers requiring an external amplifier for

operation.
Which speaker is more durable against weather elements?
The Definitive Technology AW6500 is specifically designed with robust materials that provide

enhanced durability and resistance to weather elements, making it the more durable option.

What is the wattage difference between Polk Atrium 8 and Definitive

Technology AWG65007?

The Polk Atrium 8 has a power handling capability of up to 100 watts, while the Definitive Technology

AWG6500 can handle up to 150 watts, allowing it to produce louder volumes without distortion.

Are there any color options available for Polk Atrium 8 and Definitive
Technology AW65007?

The Polk Atrium 8 is available in a black and white finish, while the Definitive Technology AW6500

typically comes in a more limited color palette, primarily black.

Which speaker offers better overall value for money?

The Polk Atrium 8 offers great value for its price point, especially for those on a budget, while the



Definitive Technology AW6500, though more expensive, provides premium sound quality that may

justify the higher cost for audiophiles.
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