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Plot Diagram of To Kill a Mockingbird

Harper Lee's "To Kill a Mockingbird" is a powerful and profound novel that explores themes of racial injustice,
moral growth, and the loss of innocence in the Deep South during the 1930s. At its core, the plot is
structured around the experiences of young Scout Finch, her brother Jem, and their father Atticus Finch. This
article will delve into the plot diagram of the novel, breaking it down into its essential components:
exposition, rising action, climax, falling action, and resolution.

Exposition

The exposition of "To Kill a Mockingbird" sets the stage for the narrative, introducing the reader to the main
characters, the setting, and the societal issues that will be explored throughout the novel.

Setting

- The story takes place in the fictional town of Maycomb, Alabama, during the Great Depression.
- Maycomb is depicted as a slow-moving, old town with deep-rooted social hierarchies and racial tensions.

Main Characters

- Scout Finch: The novel's narrator and protagonist, a tomboyish girl with a curious mind.
- Jem Finch: Scout's older brother, who plays a significant role in her understanding of morality and justice.
- Atticus Finch: Their father, a principled lawyer who stands as a moral beacon and is dedicated to fighting for
justice.
- Tom Robinson: A Black man accused of raping a white woman, symbolizing the racial injustices of the time.
- Boo Radley: The mysterious neighbor who becomes a central figure in the children's coming-of-age journey.

Initial Conflict

The initial conflict is introduced when Scout and Jem become aware of the pervasive racism in their community,
primarily through the trial of Tom Robinson. Their father, Atticus, is appointed to defend Tom, which sparks a
series of events that challenge the children's understanding of right and wrong.

Rising Action

The rising action of the novel comprises a series of events that build tension and develop the central conflict
regarding racism and moral integrity.

Key Events

1. Atticus Takes the Case: Atticus's decision to defend Tom Robinson is met with hostility from some members
of the community. This action sets the stage for the exploration of moral courage and integrity.



2. Scout and Jem Face Prejudice: As the trial approaches, Scout and Jem encounter prejudice and racism
firsthand. They face taunts from their peers and adults in Maycomb, which forces them to confront the harsh
realities of their society.

3. The Trial Begins: The trial serves as the focal point of the rising action, highlighting the deep-seated racial
biases present in the community. Atticus presents a compelling defense, but the societal norms challenge the
pursuit of justice.

4. Dill's Visit: Scout and Jem's friend Dill arrives for the summer, and the children become fascinated with the
mysterious Boo Radley, which parallels the larger themes of fear and misunderstanding in the community.

5. Atticus's Parenting: Throughout the rising action, Atticus teaches his children important lessons about
empathy, understanding, and the importance of standing up for what is right, regardless of public opinion.

Climax

The climax of "To Kill a Mockingbird" occurs during the trial of Tom Robinson, where the tension reaches its
peak as the jury deliberates.

The Trial Scene

The trial is the most pivotal moment in the novel, showcasing the deep-rooted racism in Maycomb. Key elements
of this climax include:

- Atticus's Defense: Atticus presents a powerful argument, emphasizing the lack of evidence against Tom
Robinson and highlighting the racial prejudice that permeates the testimonies.
- Jem's Hope: Jem, who believes in justice and fairness, is hopeful that the jury will acquit Tom. This hope is a
reflection of his innocence and moral upbringing.
- The Verdict: Despite Atticus's compelling defense, the jury ultimately convicts Tom Robinson, crushing Jem's
hopes and solidifying the novel's exploration of moral failure and societal injustice.

Falling Action

The falling action of the novel deals with the aftermath of the trial and its impact on the characters,
particularly Scout and Jem.

Key Events

1. Tom Robinson's Death: Following the trial, Tom attempts to escape from prison and is shot dead. This event
underscores the tragic consequences of racial injustice and deepens the children's understanding of the world
around them.

2. Reactions in Maycomb: The community's response to the verdict and Tom's death further illustrates the
complexities of human nature and the struggle between good and evil within society.

3. Jem's Disillusionment: Jem grapples with his disillusionment regarding the legal system, as he struggles to
reconcile his belief in justice with the harsh realities of life in Maycomb.

4. Boo Radley’s Role: As the children continue to navigate their moral development, Boo Radley becomes a
figure of empathy and understanding, culminating in the children’s eventual realization that he is not the



monster they once imagined.

Resolution

The resolution of "To Kill a Mockingbird" brings closure to the characters' arcs and reinforces the novel’s
central themes.

Key Events

1. The Attack: In a climactic turn, Scout and Jem are attacked by Bob Ewell, seeking revenge on Atticus for
defending Tom Robinson. Boo Radley intervenes and saves them, leading to a pivotal moment of revelation for
Scout.

2. Understanding Boo Radley: After the attack, Scout finally meets Boo and realizes that he is not the
terrifying figure she once imagined. This moment symbolizes the loss of innocence and the growth of empathy.

3. Atticus's Guidance: Atticus reassures Scout and Jem, emphasizing the importance of understanding others and
recognizing their humanity. His teachings resonate throughout the conclusion of the novel.

4. Reflection: The novel concludes with Scout reflecting on her experiences and the lessons learned. She
acknowledges the complexities of human nature and the significance of compassion and understanding in a flawed
world.

Thematic Significance of the Plot Diagram

The plot diagram of "To Kill a Mockingbird" is not just a structural tool; it encapsulates the novel's rich
themes and moral lessons. Each component of the plot serves to reinforce the central ideas of empathy, social
justice, and the moral imperatives of standing up against injustice.

Moral Growth

- Character Development: Scout and Jem's journey from innocence to a deeper understanding of human nature
mirrors the broader societal issues they encounter.
- Influence of Atticus: Atticus's unwavering commitment to justice serves as a moral compass for his children
and the narrative itself.

Racial Injustice

- The trial of Tom Robinson is a poignant commentary on the systemic racism of the time, illustrating the
pervasive inequalities that continue to resonate in contemporary society.

Empathy and Understanding

- The evolution of Scout's perception of Boo Radley encapsulates the novel's ultimate message about the
importance of seeing the world through others' eyes.



Conclusion

The plot diagram of "To Kill a Mockingbird" intricately weaves together the experiences of its characters,
revealing profound truths about morality, justice, and human nature. Through the lens of Scout Finch, readers
are invited to grapple with the complexities of society, encouraging empathy and understanding in a world often
marred by prejudice and hate. Harper Lee's masterful storytelling continues to resonate, making the novel a
timeless exploration of the human condition.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main components of a plot diagram in 'To Kill a Mockingbird'?

The main components include exposition (introduction of the Finch family and Maycomb), rising action (Scout
and Jem's experiences and the trial of Tom Robinson), climax (the verdict of the trial), falling action (the
aftermath of the trial and its impact on the community), and resolution (Scout's understanding of Boo Radley
and the lessons learned).

How does the exposition set the stage for the events in 'To Kill a
Mockingbird'?

The exposition introduces Maycomb, Alabama, during the Great Depression, and establishes key characters like
Scout, Jem, and Atticus Finch, providing context for the social issues that will unfold throughout the story.

What events constitute the rising action in 'To Kill a Mockingbird'?

The rising action includes Scout and Jem's childhood adventures, their fascination with Boo Radley, and the
buildup to the trial of Tom Robinson, highlighting themes of racial injustice and moral complexity.

What is the climax of 'To Kill a Mockingbird'?

The climax occurs during the trial of Tom Robinson when the verdict is delivered, highlighting the themes of
racism and injustice in society and serving as a turning point for the characters, especially Scout and Jem.

How does the falling action of the plot develop in 'To Kill a Mockingbird'?

The falling action explores the aftermath of the trial, including the community's reaction, the Finch family's
struggles with prejudice, and Scout's growing understanding of empathy and human nature.

What resolution is reached by the end of 'To Kill a Mockingbird'?

The resolution shows Scout's reflection on the events that transpired, her encounter with Boo Radley, and
her realization of the importance of understanding and compassion, tying together the novel's central themes.

How does the plot diagram of 'To Kill a Mockingbird' reflect its themes?

The plot diagram illustrates key themes such as racial injustice, moral growth, and the loss of innocence
through its structure, as each component builds on the characters' development and societal commentary
leading to a deeper understanding.
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