plays for kids to perform

Plays for kids to perform can be an incredibly rewarding experience for young
actors and their audiences alike. Not only do these performances provide an
opportunity for children to express themselves creatively, but they also help
develop important skills such as teamwork, communication, and confidence.
Whether in a school setting, community theater, or at home, selecting the
right play can make all the difference in creating a memorable experience. In
this article, we will explore various types of plays for kids, tips for
choosing the right one, and how to successfully put on a performance.

Types of Plays for Kids

When it comes to selecting plays for kids to perform, there are numerous
genres and styles to choose from. Below are some popular categories:

1. Fairy Tales and Fables

Fairy tales and fables are timeless stories that can be adapted for the
stage. These narratives often carry moral lessons and can easily engage young
audiences.

e The Three Little Pigs: A classic tale of perseverance and the importance
of hard work.

e The Tortoise and the Hare: A fable that emphasizes the value of patience
and determination.

e Cinderella: A beloved story of kindness and the triumph of good over
evil.

2. Original Scripts

Creating an original play can be a fun and creative endeavor. Kids can
collaborate to write their own stories, allowing them to express their unique
ideas and perspectives.

e Adventure in the Enchanted Forest: A group of friends embarks on a quest
to find a lost treasure.

e Time-Traveling Superheroes: A comedic tale where kids travel through
different historical periods to save the day.

e The Secret Club: A story about friendship and teamwork, where kids form
a club to solve a mystery.



3. Adaptations of Popular Literature

Many beloved children’s books can be adapted into plays. These adaptations
help bring familiar characters and stories to life on stage.

e Charlotte’s Web: A heartwarming story about friendship and sacrifice,
perfect for a school production.

e The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe: A fantasy adventure that kids
love, filled with magic and bravery.

e Winnie-the—-Pooh: A delightful adaptation of A.A. Milne’s classic,
showcasing the charm of friendship.

Choosing the Right Play

Selecting the right play for kids involves several considerations. Here are
some factors to keep in mind:

1. Age Appropriateness

It's crucial to choose plays that are suitable for the age group of the
performers. Consider the following:

- Younger Kids (Ages 5-8): Simple plots with easy-to-understand dialogues and
short performance times work best. Look for plays with lots of wvisual
elements, such as puppetry or costumes.

- Older Kids (Ages 9-12): These kids can handle more complex narratives and
character development. Plays with themes of friendship, adventure, or mystery
tend to resonate well.

2. Number of Characters

Consider the size of your cast when choosing a play. If you have a large
group of kids, look for ensemble plays that allow everyone to have a role.
For smaller groups, choose plays with fewer characters or opportunities for
doubling roles.

3. Themes and Messages

Kids can learn important life lessons through theater. Choose plays that
convey positive messages, such as teamwork, kindness, and resilience.
Discussing these themes can also enhance the overall experience for the young
performers.



Preparing for the Performance

Once you have chosen a play, it's time to prepare for the big performance.
Here are some essential steps to follow:

1. Auditions and Casting

Hold auditions to determine which kids will play which roles. Encourage kids
to read lines from the script and showcase their acting abilities. Make sure
to consider their comfort levels and interests when assigning roles.

2. Rehearsals

Setting a regular rehearsal schedule is key to a successful performance. Here
are some tips for effective rehearsals:

— Create a Rehearsal Calendar: Plan out rehearsal dates and times in advance.
— Focus on Different Elements: Dedicate time to blocking, line memorization,
and character development.

- Encourage Teamwork: Foster a supportive environment where kids feel
comfortable giving and receiving feedback.

3. Costumes and Props

Costumes and props play a significant role in bringing a play to life. Here
are some ideas for acquiring them:

— DIY Costumes: Encourage kids to create their own costumes using simple
materials at home.

— Thrift Stores: Visit local thrift stores for low-cost costume pieces.
— Community Support: Reach out to local theaters for rental options or
donations.

4. Set Design

A well-designed set enhances the overall production. Depending on your
resources, consider the following options:

— Simple Backdrops: Use painted sheets or cardboard to create scenery.

— Interact with the Audience: Allow for flexible staging that engages the
audience.

- Safety First: Ensure that all set pieces are safe and secure to prevent
accidents during the performance.

Final Thoughts

Putting on a play can be an enriching experience for kids, fostering



creativity, collaboration, and confidence. By carefully selecting plays for
kids to perform, preparing adequately, and encouraging a spirit of teamwork,
you can create an unforgettable experience that captures the hearts of both
performers and audiences alike. Whether it’s a classic tale or an original
script, the joy of theater awaits, ready to inspire the next generation of
young performers.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some popular plays for kids to perform in
schools?

Some popular plays for kids include 'The Lion King Jr.', 'Annie Jr.', 'Peter
Pan Jr.', and 'Charlie and the Chocolate Factory Jr.' These adaptations are
age—appropriate and often have simplified scripts and songs.

How can I choose the right play for my child's age
group?

Consider the age group of the children performing, the length of the play,
and the themes involved. Shorter plays with relatable themes and characters
are generally better for younger kids, while older children can handle more
complex stories.

What are some benefits of kids performing in plays?

Performing in plays helps children build confidence, improve their public
speaking skills, enhance teamwork and collaboration, and develop a sense of
responsibility as they prepare for performances.

Are there any free resources available for kids'
plays?

Yes, there are free resources such as public domain scripts, websites like
Playwrights' Center, and educational platforms that offer downloadable
scripts and lesson plans for children's theater.

How can I help my child prepare for a role in a play?

Encourage them to read the script thoroughly, practice their lines regularly,
participate in rehearsals, and explore their character's motivations and
emotions. Positive reinforcement and support from family can also boost their
confidence.

What types of costumes are best for children's plays?

Costumes that are simple, colorful, and comfortable are ideal for children's
plays. Consider using everyday clothing items or DIY costumes that allow for
creativity while ensuring they are easy to put on and take off.



How can parents get involved in their child's theater
production?

Parents can volunteer to assist with set design, costumes, or promotional
efforts. They can also attend rehearsals and performances, providing
encouragement and support throughout the process.

What are some tips for staging a successful
children's play?

Ensure proper rehearsal time, create a supportive environment, keep the
staging simple, use clear lighting and sound, and encourage creativity among
the performers. Also, engage the audience with interactive elements when
appropriate.
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