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poulan wild thing 40cc 18 chainsaw manual is an essential guide for anyone looking to
operate, maintain, or troubleshoot the Poulan Wild Thing 40cc 18-inch chainsaw
efficiently. This manual provides detailed instructions on assembly, safety precautions,
starting procedures, and routine maintenance that ensure the longevity and optimal
performance of the chainsaw. Understanding the specifications and features of this model
enables users to harness its power for various cutting tasks, whether for home use or light
professional applications. Additionally, the manual covers troubleshooting tips to address
common issues and guidelines for proper storage. This article offers a comprehensive
overview of the Poulan Wild Thing 40cc 18 chainsaw manual, helping users maximize their
equipment’s potential. Below is a structured table of contents outlining the key sections
discussed.
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Overview of Poulan Wild Thing 40cc 18 Chainsaw

The Poulan Wild Thing 40cc 18 chainsaw is a versatile and powerful tool designed for
cutting wood efficiently. It features an 18-inch guide bar paired with a 40cc two-stroke
engine, which provides a balance of power and maneuverability suitable for homeowners
and occasional users. The chainsaw's design incorporates user-friendly features such as an
ergonomic handle and anti-vibration technology to reduce fatigue during extended use.
This model is ideal for pruning, limbing, and small to medium tree felling tasks.
Understanding the specifications and components detailed in the manual is crucial for safe
and effective chainsaw operation.

Key Specifications

The Poulan Wild Thing 40cc 18 chainsaw manual highlights the following specifications:



e Engine displacement: 40cc two-stroke engine
e Guide bar length: 18 inches

e Chain pitch: 3/8 inch

e Chain gauge: 0.050 inch

e Fuel capacity: approximately 0.4 liters

e Weight: around 12 pounds

These specifications contribute to the chainsaw's balance of power and ease of handling,
making it suitable for both beginners and experienced users.

Safety Precautions and Proper Handling

Safety is a paramount concern when operating any chainsaw, including the Poulan Wild
Thing 40cc 18-inch model. The manual outlines essential safety measures that must be
followed to prevent accidents and injuries. Proper handling techniques and the use of
personal protective equipment (PPE) are critical components of safe chainsaw operation.

Important Safety Guidelines

Before using the chainsaw, users should adhere to the following safety precautions as
detailed in the manual:

e Wear appropriate PPE including gloves, safety goggles, hearing protection, and
chainsaw-resistant clothing.

e Inspect the chainsaw for damage or wear before each use.

e Clear the work area of obstacles and ensure bystanders are at a safe distance.
e Never operate the chainsaw under the influence of alcohol or drugs.

e Maintain a firm grip with both hands and a balanced stance during operation.

e Avoid cutting above shoulder height to maintain control and reduce risk of kickback.

Following these safety recommendations helps minimize the risk of accidents and ensures
a safer working environment.



Assembly and Setup Instructions

The Poulan Wild Thing 40cc 18 chainsaw manual provides detailed assembly and setup
procedures to prepare the chainsaw for first-time use. Proper assembly is essential for the
chainsaw’s functionality and safety.

Step-by-Step Assembly Process

The manual guides users through the following steps for assembling the chainsaw:

1. Attach the guide bar to the chainsaw body, ensuring it is properly seated on the bar
studs.

2. Fit the chain around the guide bar, making sure the cutting teeth face the correct
direction.

3. Adjust the chain tension using the tensioning screw to achieve proper slack as
specified in the manual.

4. Secure the bar and chain cover by tightening the nuts evenly.

5. Fill the fuel tank with the recommended gasoline and two-stroke oil mixture at the
correct ratio.

6. Check the chain oil reservoir and fill with bar and chain oil to ensure proper
lubrication.

Following these steps ensures the chainsaw is correctly assembled and ready for
operation.

Operating the Poulan Wild Thing 40cc Chainsaw

Effective operation of the Poulan Wild Thing 40cc 18 chainsaw requires understanding the
starting procedures, throttle control, and cutting techniques. The manual offers clear
instructions to optimize performance and safety.

Starting Procedure

The chainsaw should be started on a flat surface with the chain brake engaged. The
manual recommends the following starting sequence:

e Engage the chain brake to prevent chain movement.

e Set the choke control to the closed position if the engine is cold.



Prime the carburetor by pressing the primer bulb several times until fuel is visible.

Pull the starter cord firmly until the engine attempts to start.

Open the choke partially and pull the starter again until the engine runs smoothly.

Disengage the chain brake before beginning cutting operations.

Adhering to this procedure prevents engine flooding and ensures smooth starts.

Cutting Techniques

To maximize safety and efficiency, the manual advises the following when cutting:

e Maintain a firm grip with both hands on the handles.

e Use the chainsaw's bumper spikes as a pivot point during cutting.
e Cut at full throttle for clean and efficient cuts.

e Avoid cutting with the tip of the bar to prevent kickback.

e Plan the cut path and avoid cutting into the ground or hard surfaces.

These techniques reduce wear on the chainsaw and increase operator control.

Maintenance and Care Guidelines

Regular maintenance is crucial to ensure the longevity and optimal performance of the
Poulan Wild Thing 40cc 18 chainsaw. The manual provides a comprehensive maintenance
schedule and instructions for routine care.

Daily and Periodic Maintenance Tasks

Key maintenance procedures include:

Cleaning the air filter to prevent engine clogging.

Sharpening the chain regularly to maintain cutting efficiency.

Checking and adjusting chain tension before each use.

Lubricating the chain with proper bar oil to reduce friction.

Inspecting the spark plug and replacing it if necessary.



e Cleaning the cooling fins and muffler to prevent overheating.

Following these maintenance tasks as outlined in the manual enhances the chainsaw’s
reliability and safety.

Troubleshooting Common Problems

The Poulan Wild Thing 40cc 18 chainsaw manual includes troubleshooting tips to diagnose
and resolve frequent issues encountered during operation. Understanding these helps
minimize downtime and repair costs.

Common Issues and Solutions

Typical problems and recommended fixes include:

¢ Engine won’t start: Check fuel level, primer bulb function, and spark plug
condition.

¢ Engine stalls or runs erratically: Clean air filter, adjust carburetor settings, or
inspect fuel lines for blockages.

e Chain does not rotate: Ensure chain brake is disengaged and check for chain
tension or clutch issues.

e Excessive smoke: Use correct fuel mixture and inspect air filter for clogs.

¢ Chain dullness: Sharpen or replace the chain as necessary.

Regularly consulting the manual’s troubleshooting section can prevent minor issues from
escalating into major repairs.

Storage and Longevity Tips

Proper storage of the Poulan Wild Thing 40cc 18 chainsaw is crucial to maintain its
condition during periods of inactivity. The manual provides guidelines for preparing the
chainsaw for storage and protecting its components.

Storage Preparation Steps

Recommended steps include:

1. Empty the fuel tank or add a fuel stabilizer to prevent fuel degradation.



2. Run the engine until it stops to clear fuel from the carburetor.

3. Clean the chainsaw thoroughly, removing sawdust, oil, and debris.

4. Remove the chain and bar, then lubricate them before storage.

5. Store the chainsaw in a dry, cool place away from direct sunlight and moisture.

6. Cover the chainsaw to protect it from dust and accidental damage.

Following these storage tips ensures the chainsaw remains in good working condition and
is ready for use when needed.

Frequently Asked Questions

Where can I download the Poulan Wild Thing 40cc 18
chainsaw manual?

You can download the Poulan Wild Thing 40cc 18 chainsaw manual from the official
Poulan website or from trusted third-party manual repositories such as ManualsLib or
ManualsOnline.

What are the key maintenance tips mentioned in the
Poulan Wild Thing 40cc 18 chainsaw manual?

The manual recommends regular chain sharpening, checking and replacing the air filter,
using the correct fuel mixture, cleaning the guide bar groove, and lubricating the chain
properly to ensure optimal performance.

How do I properly start the Poulan Wild Thing 40cc 18
chainsaw according to the manual?

To start the chainsaw, engage the chain brake, set the choke to the 'cold start' position,
press the primer bulb several times, pull the starter cord until the engine fires, then move
the choke to 'run' and pull again until the engine starts fully.

What safety precautions are highlighted in the Poulan
Wild Thing 40cc 18 chainsaw manual?

The manual emphasizes wearing protective gear such as gloves, eye protection, and
earplugs, ensuring a firm grip, maintaining a stable stance, keeping bystanders away, and
never operating the chainsaw when tired or under the influence of substances.



How do I adjust the chain tension on the Poulan Wild
Thing 40cc 18 chainsaw?

According to the manual, first loosen the bar nuts slightly, then turn the tensioning screw
clockwise to tighten the chain or counterclockwise to loosen it. The chain should have
snug tension but still move freely by hand. Finally, retighten the bar nuts securely.

What fuel mixture ratio is recommended for the Poulan
Wild Thing 40cc 18 chainsaw in the manual?

The manual recommends using a fuel mixture of 40:1, which means 40 parts gasoline to 1
part 2-cycle engine oil, to ensure proper engine lubrication and performance.

Additional Resources

1. Poulan Wild Thing 40cc Chainsaw: Complete User Manual

This comprehensive manual provides detailed instructions on the operation, maintenance,
and troubleshooting of the Poulan Wild Thing 40cc 18-inch chainsaw. It covers everything
from safety guidelines to step-by-step procedures for assembling and tuning the chainsaw.
Ideal for both beginners and experienced users, this guide ensures optimal performance
and longevity of your tool.

2. Chainsaw Maintenance and Repair: A Practical Guide for Poulan Models

Focused on Poulan chainsaws, this book offers practical advice on routine maintenance
and common repairs. It explains how to clean, sharpen, and replace chains, as well as how
to troubleshoot engine issues specific to models like the Wild Thing 40cc. Illustrated with
clear diagrams, it helps users keep their chainsaws running smoothly.

3. Using Gas-Powered Chainsaws Safely: Tips for Poulan Wild Thing Owners

Safety is paramount when operating gas-powered chainsaws. This guide outlines essential
safety practices tailored to the Poulan Wild Thing 40cc chainsaw, including proper
protective gear, handling techniques, and emergency procedures. It emphasizes
responsible use to prevent accidents and injuries.

4. The Essential Guide to Small Engine Chainsaws

This book provides a broad overview of small engine chainsaws, covering various models
including the Poulan Wild Thing 40cc. It explains the mechanics of two-stroke engines,
fuel mixtures, and performance optimization. Readers learn how to maximize efficiency
and troubleshoot common engine problems.

5. Chainsaw Chains and Bar Maintenance: Extending the Life of Your Poulan Wild Thing
Specializing in chains and guide bar care, this manual teaches users how to maintain and
replace components on the Poulan Wild Thing 40cc chainsaw. It includes tips on
sharpening chains, lubricating bars, and identifying wear to prevent costly damage.
Proper care techniques are demonstrated to enhance cutting performance.

6. Outdoor Power Equipment Repair: Troubleshooting Poulan Chainsaws
This troubleshooting guide focuses on diagnosing and fixing mechanical and engine



problems in Poulan chainsaws. It covers common issues such as starting difficulties,
engine stalling, and chain tension problems, with solutions tailored to the Wild Thing 40cc
model. The book is a valuable resource for DIY repairs.

7. Fuel and Emission Management for Two-Stroke Chainsaws

Understanding fuel and emissions is crucial for maintaining chainsaw performance and
complying with environmental standards. This book explains the correct fuel mixtures for
two-stroke engines like the Poulan Wild Thing 40cc and discusses emission control
techniques. It also offers advice on fuel storage and handling.

8. Woodcutting Techniques with the Poulan Wild Thing Chainsaw

Designed for chainsaw operators looking to improve their cutting skills, this book covers
effective woodcutting methods using the Poulan Wild Thing 40cc. It includes guidance on
safe felling, limbing, and bucking practices, as well as tips to enhance precision and
efficiency in various outdoor settings.

9. Winter Chainsaw Operation and Maintenance: Keeping Your Poulan Wild Thing Ready
Operating a chainsaw in cold weather requires special attention to prevent damage and
ensure safety. This guide focuses on winter maintenance and operational tips specific to
the Poulan Wild Thing 40cc chainsaw, including cold starts, fuel considerations, and
protective measures against frost and moisture. It helps users maintain productivity year-
round.
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