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Pink Floyd: A Momentary Lapse of Reason Songs represents a significant chapter in the storied history of
one of rock music's most influential bands. Released in 1987, this album marked the first studio effort by
Pink Floyd following the departure of founding member Roger Waters. A Momentary Lapse of Reason is
both a continuation and a departure, showcasing the band’s evolution while maintaining the signature
sound that fans had come to love. In this article, we will explore the songs on this album, their themes, and
their significance within Pink Floyd’s discography.

Background of the Album

Before delving into the songs themselves, it's essential to understand the context surrounding A
Momentary Lapse of Reason. After Waters left the band, David Gilmour and drummer Nick Mason took
the helm, bringing in keyboardist Richard Wright, who had been dismissed during the recording of The
Final Cut. The album was recorded at Gilmour's home studio, and it represents a sonic exploration of new
themes and styles.

The lyrics of A Momentary Lapse of Reason reflect a sense of introspection, addressing issues such as
mental health, isolation, and the passage of time. The album's cover art, featuring a surreal landscape with a
series of hospital beds, reinforces these themes, setting the stage for the listening experience.

Overview of the Songs

A Momentary Lapse of Reason consists of 11 tracks, each contributing to the overall narrative and mood of
the album. Below is a list of the songs included in the album:

Signs of Life1.

Learning to Fly2.

The Dogs of War3.

One Slip4.

The Lost Art of Conversation5.

Order of the Phoenix6.



Waiting for the Worms7.

Not Now John8.

Terminal Frost9.

Inside Out10.

Momentary Lapse of Reason11.

Song Analysis

In this section, we will take a closer look at some of the standout tracks from A Momentary Lapse of
Reason, exploring their thematic content and musical composition.

1. Signs of Life

The album opens with "Signs of Life," an instrumental track characterized by its atmospheric sounds. The
song features the sound of waves, which create a serene yet haunting backdrop. This piece sets the tone for
the album, introducing listeners to the introspective journey that lies ahead. The track serves as a
transitional piece, bridging the gap between the past and the new direction Pink Floyd was embarking
upon.

2. Learning to Fly

One of the most iconic tracks on the album, "Learning to Fly," became a significant hit for the band. The
song's lyrical content explores themes of freedom and self-discovery, encapsulated in the metaphor of
flying. The upbeat melody contrasts with the deeper meaning of the lyrics, making it both an accessible
and profound experience. Gilmour's soaring guitar solos and the synth-driven arrangement contribute to
the song's uplifting feel, making it a staple in Pink Floyd's live performances.

3. The Dogs of War

"The Dogs of War" addresses the darker aspects of human nature and the machinations of war. The song
features powerful guitar riffs and a driving rhythm, reflecting the urgency of its message. Lyrically, it



critiques the military-industrial complex and the dehumanization that comes with conflict. Gilmour's
passionate delivery enhances the song's intensity, making it a standout track in both its musical and
thematic weight.

4. One Slip

"One Slip" is characterized by its infectious chorus and engaging lyrics. The song tackles themes of chance,
fate, and the unpredictability of life. The interplay between Gilmour's guitar work and Wright's keyboard
adds layers to the sound, creating a rich auditory experience. The duality of the song's upbeat tempo and its
contemplative lyrics captures the essence of A Momentary Lapse of Reason.

5. The Lost Art of Conversation

In "The Lost Art of Conversation," Pink Floyd reflects on the breakdown of communication in modern
society. The song's somber tone is complemented by a haunting melody, underscoring its themes of
isolation and disconnection. The lyrics emphasize the importance of genuine human interaction, a
sentiment that resonates deeply in today’s digital age. This track stands as a poignant reminder of the value
of personal connections.

6. Not Now John

"Not Now John" is a biting commentary on apathy and disillusionment in the face of societal issues. The
song features a catchy chorus and a driving beat, contrasting with its more serious lyrical themes. Gilmour
and Wright's harmonies enhance the track, creating a sense of urgency that mirrors the lyrics' message.
The song serves as a rallying cry for those seeking change amidst complacency.

Musical Composition and Production

The production of A Momentary Lapse of Reason is noteworthy, as it blends classic Pink Floyd elements
with contemporary sounds of the 1980s. The album features lush synthesizers, layered guitar textures, and
intricate arrangements that showcase the band's musical prowess. Gilmour's guitar work is particularly
prominent, with solos that evoke a sense of emotion and depth.

The album was produced by Gilmour and Bob Ezrin, who had previously worked with the band on The
Wall. Their collaboration resulted in a polished sound that remains accessible while retaining the
complexity characteristic of Pink Floyd's earlier works.



The Legacy of A Momentary Lapse of Reason

Upon its release, A Momentary Lapse of Reason received mixed reviews from critics but was
commercially successful, reaching high positions on various charts worldwide. Over the years, the album
has gained a reassessment among fans and critics alike, with many recognizing it as an essential part of Pink
Floyd's legacy.

The themes explored in the album resonate with listeners, particularly in a world that often feels
disconnected and chaotic. The songs encourage introspection and reflection, inviting listeners to consider
their own experiences and emotions.

Conclusion

Pink Floyd's A Momentary Lapse of Reason songs represent a pivotal moment in the band's evolution.
From the ethereal sounds of "Signs of Life" to the social commentary found in "The Dogs of War," this
album captures a diverse range of themes that continue to resonate today. Each track contributes to the
overall narrative, making it a cohesive and thought-provoking listening experience.

As Pink Floyd fans continue to celebrate the band's legacy, A Momentary Lapse of Reason stands as a
testament to their enduring creativity and ability to adapt to changing times. Whether you're a longtime
fan or a newcomer to their music, this album offers a rich tapestry of sound and meaning that deserves
exploration.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the overall theme of 'A Momentary Lapse of Reason' by Pink
Floyd?
The album explores themes of loss, alienation, and mental struggle, reflecting on the impact of personal and
collective experiences.

Which song from 'A Momentary Lapse of Reason' features prominent use
of synthesizers?
'Learning to Fly' is notable for its extensive use of synthesizers, creating a distinct sound that became a
hallmark of the album.



How does 'A Momentary Lapse of Reason' differ from earlier Pink Floyd
albums?
This album marked a departure from the band's earlier work, featuring a more polished sound and a focus
on individual songwriting rather than the collaborative approach seen in previous albums.

What is the significance of the song 'On the Turning Away'?
'On the Turning Away' addresses themes of social apathy and the human condition, urging listeners to
confront issues rather than ignore them.

Which song on the album includes a strong narrative about personal
introspection?
'Sorrow' is recognized for its deep introspective lyrics, reflecting on grief and the passage of time.

Did the album 'A Momentary Lapse of Reason' achieve commercial
success?
Yes, it was commercially successful, reaching high chart positions worldwide and producing hit singles that
resonated with both fans and new listeners.

What role did David Gilmour play in the creation of 'A Momentary
Lapse of Reason'?
David Gilmour was the primary creative force behind the album, taking on songwriting, production, and
vocal responsibilities after Roger Waters' departure from the band.
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