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Introduction to "Pigs in the Parlor" by Frank Hammond

Pigs in the Parlor is a seminal work by Frank Hammond that delves into the often-overlooked
spiritual warfare that many Christians face today. First published in the late 20th century, this book
has become a cornerstone in the field of deliverance ministry, providing insights into the nature of
demonic influence and how believers can effectively combat it. Through personal anecdotes,
scriptural references, and practical advice, Hammond equips readers with the tools they need to
recognize and deal with spiritual oppression.

The Premise of the Book

In "Pigs in the Parlor," Hammond introduces the metaphor of pigs in a parlor to illustrate how
demons can infiltrate the lives of believers, often going unnoticed in the comforts of their everyday
lives. The idea is that just as pigs are out of place in a clean, orderly space, so too are demonic
influences in the life of a Christian. The book explores the following key themes:

Understanding Demonic Influence

Hammond argues that many Christians do not fully understand the extent of demonic influence in
their lives. He emphasizes that:

- Demonic oppression can manifest in various forms, including emotional turmoil, physical illness,
and relational conflicts.

- Many believers unknowingly open themselves up to these influences through unconfessed sin,
negative thought patterns, and even exposure to certain media.

By recognizing these influences, individuals can begin to take steps toward spiritual freedom.

The Process of Deliverance

A significant portion of "Pigs in the Parlor" is dedicated to the process of deliverance. Hammond
outlines a systematic approach to addressing demonic oppression, which includes:

1. Self-Examination: Individuals are encouraged to engage in honest self-reflection to identify areas
of their lives that may be under demonic influence.

2. Confession and Repentance: The importance of confessing sins and turning away from them is
emphasized as a crucial step in the deliverance process.

3. Prayer and Fasting: Hammond suggests that prayer and fasting can be powerful tools for seeking
deliverance and spiritual healing.



4. Using Scripture: The author highlights the importance of using the Word of God as a weapon
against spiritual oppression.

By following these steps, Hammond believes that believers can experience true freedom from
demonic influence.

Theological Foundations

Hammond'’s work is deeply rooted in biblical theology. He supports his claims with various scriptural
references that highlight the reality of spiritual warfare. Some key passages include:

- Ephesians 6:12: "For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the
authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil
in the heavenly places."

- Luke 10:19: "Behold, I have given you authority to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the
power of the enemy, and nothing shall hurt you."

These verses serve as a foundation for Hammond's arguments, reinforcing the idea that spiritual
battles require spiritual weapons.

Key Concepts in "Pigs in the Parlor"

"Hammond introduces several concepts that are pivotal to understanding the nature of demonic
influence and the deliverance process:

Types of Demons

Hammond categorizes demons into various types based on their functions and the areas of life they
target. Some of these categories include:

- Spirit of Fear: Causes anxiety and fearfulness.
- Spirit of Bitterness: Leads to unforgiveness and resentment.

- Spirit of Lust: Influences sexual immorality and temptation.

By identifying specific types of demons, individuals can better understand their struggles and seek
targeted deliverance.

The Role of Authority

One of the central themes of the book is the concept of authority. Hammond emphasizes that
believers possess authority over demons through their relationship with Christ. He explains that:

- Understanding Authority: Christians must recognize their authority in Christ to effectively combat



spiritual influences.
- Exercising Authority: The book provides practical guidance on how to exercise this authority
through prayer and declarations.

This empowering message is crucial for believers seeking to overcome spiritual battles.

Practical Applications

Hammond’s insights go beyond theoretical discussions; they are designed for practical
implementation. Throughout "Pigs in the Parlor," he offers various strategies that readers can adopt
in their daily lives:

Daily Spiritual Practices

To maintain spiritual health and resist demonic influence, Hammond encourages the following
practices:

- Regular Prayer: Establishing a consistent prayer life helps cultivate a deeper relationship with God
and strengthens spiritual defenses.

- Scripture Study: Engaging with the Bible daily aids in grounding oneself in truth and equipping for
spiritual warfare.

- Accountability: Finding a trusted friend or mentor for spiritual accountability can help individuals
stay on track and resist temptation.

Community and Support

Hammond stresses the importance of community in the deliverance process. He highlights that:

- Church Involvement: Being part of a supportive church community can provide encouragement and
resources for those facing spiritual battles.

- Seeking Counsel: Professional counseling or ministry support can be beneficial for individuals
dealing with deep-seated issues.

The collective strength of a community can be a powerful force in one’s journey toward healing and
freedom.

Critiques and Controversies

While "Pigs in the Parlor" has garnered a significant following, it has also faced criticism. Some
common critiques include:

- Overemphasis on Demons: Critics argue that the book may lead to an unhealthy focus on demonic
activity, overshadowing the grace and love of God.



- Simplistic Solutions: Some believe that the deliverance process outlined may oversimplify complex
psychological and emotional issues.

Despite these critiques, many readers have found the book to be a valuable resource in their
spiritual journeys.

Conclusion: The Impact of "Pigs in the Parlor"

Frank Hammond's "Pigs in the Parlor" remains a relevant and impactful text for those interested in
understanding spiritual warfare and deliverance. By addressing the reality of demonic influence and
providing a framework for deliverance, Hammond empowers believers to take control of their
spiritual lives. Whether one agrees with all of Hammond's views or not, the book undeniably
stimulates important conversations about faith, freedom, and the ongoing battle against unseen
forces.

In a world where spiritual oppression can often go unnoticed, "Pigs in the Parlor" serves as a call to
vigilance, urging believers to recognize the pigs that may be lurking in their own parlors and take
action toward a life of freedom and victory in Christ.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary theme of 'Pigs in the Parlor' by Frank
Hammond?

The primary theme of 'Pigs in the Parlor' revolves around the understanding and management of
demons and spiritual warfare, focusing on the need for deliverance and inner healing.

Who is the target audience for 'Pigs in the Parlor'?

The target audience includes Christians, church leaders, and anyone interested in spiritual warfare,
deliverance ministries, and understanding the influence of demonic forces.

What does Frank Hammond mean by 'pigs' in the context of
the book?

In the book, 'pigs' symbolize unclean spirits or demons that inhabit individuals, referencing the
biblical account of demons being cast into pigs.

How does 'Pigs in the Parlor' address the issue of generational
curses?

The book discusses how generational curses can affect individuals and families, providing insights
on how to identify and break these curses through deliverance practices.



What practical steps does Frank Hammond suggest for
deliverance in 'Pigs in the Parlor'?

Frank Hammond suggests practical steps such as prayer, confession, renouncing past sins, and
seeking guidance from experienced deliverance ministers.

How has 'Pigs in the Parlor' influenced modern deliverance
ministries?

The book has become a foundational text for many deliverance ministries, providing a framework for
understanding and practicing spiritual warfare and the deliverance process.

What biblical references does Frank Hammond use in 'Pigs in
the Parlor'?

Frank Hammond uses various biblical references related to demonic possession, deliverance, and
spiritual authority, including passages from the Gospels and the Book of Acts.

Are there any critiques or controversies surrounding 'Pigs in
the Parlor'?

Some critiques focus on the book's approach to spiritual warfare, with some Christians questioning
the emphasis on demons and the methods of deliverance described.

What role does prayer play in the teachings of 'Pigs in the
Parlor'?

Prayer is emphasized as a crucial tool for seeking deliverance, protection, and guidance when
confronting demonic influences and seeking spiritual healing.

Is 'Pigs in the Parlor' suitable for readers unfamiliar with
spiritual warfare concepts?

While 'Pigs in the Parlor' provides valuable insights, readers unfamiliar with spiritual warfare may
find some concepts challenging, but it can serve as a useful introduction with careful study.
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