
pie corbett talk for writing

Pie Corbett Talk for Writing is a powerful instructional method designed to
enhance children's writing skills through engaging storytelling techniques.
Developed by education expert Pie Corbett, this approach emphasizes the
importance of talk in writing, allowing children to articulate their thoughts
and ideas before committing them to paper. By incorporating storytelling
elements and a structured approach, Talk for Writing aims to foster
creativity, build confidence, and improve overall writing proficiency among
students.

Understanding the Talk for Writing Approach

Talk for Writing is built on the premise that oral language is foundational
to writing. The approach encourages children to internalize the structures of
storytelling and writing through repetition and practice. This methodology is
particularly effective in primary education but can be adapted for various
age groups.

The Three Stages of Talk for Writing

Pie Corbett outlines three main stages that form the backbone of the Talk for
Writing approach:

Imitation: In this stage, children are exposed to high-quality texts.1.
They learn to retell stories using patterns and structures, which helps
them understand the mechanics of storytelling.

Innovation: Once students are comfortable with a story, they begin to2.
innovate by changing elements such as characters, settings, or plot
points. This stage encourages creativity while still adhering to the
core structure of the narrative.

Invention: In the final stage, students create their own original pieces3.
of writing inspired by the stories they have learned. This stage fosters
independence and showcases their understanding of narrative structure.

The Importance of Storytelling in Writing

Storytelling is a fundamental aspect of human communication. It not only
entertains but also serves as a means of making sense of the world. In the
context of writing, storytelling plays a crucial role in developing:

Creativity: Engaging with stories helps students tap into their
imagination, enabling them to create unique narratives.

Language Skills: Through storytelling, children expand their vocabulary



and improve their sentence structure as they learn to express their
thoughts more clearly.

Critical Thinking: Discussing the elements of stories fosters analytical
skills, encouraging children to think about character motivations,
themes, and plot development.

Confidence: As students practice storytelling, they gain confidence in
their ability to share ideas, which translates to improved writing
skills.

Implementing Talk for Writing in the Classroom

To effectively implement Talk for Writing in the classroom, educators can
follow specific strategies that align with the three stages outlined by Pie
Corbett. Here are some practical tips for each stage:

1. Imitation Stage Strategies

- Storytime Sessions: Begin by reading and discussing exemplary texts. Choose
a variety of genres to expose students to different storytelling styles.
- Story Maps: Create visual representations of stories to help students
understand the structure. This could include character maps, setting
diagrams, or plot outlines.
- Choral Repetition: Encourage students to retell stories together, helping
them to internalize the language and structure through repetition.

2. Innovation Stage Strategies

- Story Alteration: Ask students to change certain elements of the story
they’ve learned. For example, they could swap the protagonist or change the
setting and discuss how this affects the narrative.
- Writing Prompts: Provide prompts that encourage students to build on the
original story, such as "What happens next?" or "How would the story change
if it were set in a different time period?"
- Collaborative Storytelling: Have students work in pairs or small groups to
create a new version of a story, allowing them to share ideas and inspire one
another.

3. Invention Stage Strategies

- Independent Writing Projects: Encourage students to write their own
stories, using the structures they have learned. Provide them with different
genres or themes to choose from.
- Peer Review: Organize sessions where students share their stories with
classmates, offering constructive feedback and encouragement.
- Publishing Opportunities: Create opportunities for students to share their
work, whether through a class blog, a school newsletter, or a storybook
compilation.



Benefits of Talk for Writing

The Talk for Writing approach offers numerous benefits for students, which
include:

Enhanced Writing Skills: Students who engage in Talk for Writing show
improvement in their writing abilities, as they develop a deeper
understanding of narrative structure and style.

Improved Oral Language Skills: As students practice storytelling, their
oral language skills flourish, enabling them to express their ideas more
clearly and effectively.

Increased Engagement: The interactive nature of the approach keeps
students motivated and engaged, making writing a more enjoyable
experience.

Cross-Curricular Connections: Talk for Writing can be integrated into
various subjects, enhancing learning across the curriculum.

Challenges and Considerations

While the Talk for Writing approach is highly effective, educators may face
certain challenges when implementing it:

1. Time Constraints

In a traditional school setting, time constraints can hinder the full
implementation of the Talk for Writing approach. Educators should consider
integrating it into existing lesson plans, allowing storytelling to become a
natural part of the learning process.

2. Differentiation

Students have varying levels of writing proficiency. It is essential for
educators to differentiate instruction, providing additional support for
struggling writers while challenging advanced students to explore more
complex narrative structures.

3. Resources

Access to high-quality texts and resources is vital for the success of the
Talk for Writing approach. Educators should seek out diverse materials to
enrich students’ learning experiences and expose them to a wide range of
writing styles.



Conclusion

Pie Corbett Talk for Writing is a transformative approach that empowers
children to become confident and skilled writers through the art of
storytelling. By engaging students in the process of imitation, innovation,
and invention, educators can foster creativity and enhance language skills.
As schools continue to embrace this method, there is significant potential
for improving writing outcomes and nurturing a love for storytelling in
students. By prioritizing talk in writing, we can equip the next generation
with the tools they need to express themselves effectively and creatively.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Pie Corbett's 'Talk for Writing' approach?

Pie Corbett's 'Talk for Writing' is a teaching approach that emphasizes
storytelling and oral language to develop writing skills. It encourages
children to internalize narrative structures and language patterns through
discussion and performance before they write.

How does 'Talk for Writing' benefit children's
writing skills?

'Talk for Writing' benefits children's writing by enhancing their vocabulary,
understanding of narrative structures, and confidence in expressing their
ideas. It allows them to practice storytelling orally, which helps solidify
their understanding of writing conventions.

What are the key stages of the 'Talk for Writing'
process?

The key stages of the 'Talk for Writing' process include: 1) Imitation -
where children learn a story through oral retelling; 2) Innovation - where
they adapt the story with their own ideas; and 3) Invention - where they
create their own original stories.

How can teachers implement 'Talk for Writing' in the
classroom?

Teachers can implement 'Talk for Writing' by using story maps, role-play, and
group discussions to engage students. They can model storytelling, encourage
students to retell stories, and provide opportunities for collaborative
writing.

What age groups is 'Talk for Writing' suitable for?

'Talk for Writing' is suitable for a wide range of age groups, from early
childhood education to primary school, as it can be adapted to different
developmental levels and learning needs.



Are there specific resources available for 'Talk for
Writing'?

Yes, there are many resources available for 'Talk for Writing,' including
books by Pie Corbett, training workshops, and online materials that provide
guidance on lesson plans, story structures, and teaching strategies.

How does 'Talk for Writing' align with national
curriculum standards?

'Talk for Writing' aligns with national curriculum standards by focusing on
key skills such as speaking, listening, reading comprehension, and writing,
all of which are essential components of literacy development.

Can 'Talk for Writing' be used across different
subjects?

Yes, 'Talk for Writing' can be applied across different subjects, as it
promotes critical thinking and communication skills that are valuable in
areas such as history, science, and even mathematics.

What role does storytelling play in 'Talk for
Writing'?

Storytelling plays a central role in 'Talk for Writing' as it serves as a
vehicle for teaching narrative structure, character development, and
descriptive language, making writing more engaging and relatable for
students.
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