piano chords of blank space

Piano chords of Blank Space are an essential part of learning to play this
popular song by Taylor Swift. The song, released in 2014 as part of her album
"1989," quickly became a commercial success and is recognized for its catchy
melody and relatable lyrics. For pianists, mastering the chords of "Blank
Space" not only enhances their playing skills but also allows them to enjoy a
piece that resonates with many listeners. In this article, we will delve into
the chords used in the song, their progression, and some tips for playing
them effectively.

Overview of the Song

"Blank Space" is a synth-pop song that showcases Taylor Swift's shift from
country to pop music. The lyrics narrate a story about love, heartbreak, and
the excitement of new relationships, which is reflected in the song's
energetic and upbeat tempo. The arrangement features a combination of piano,
synthesizers, and bass, creating a rich sound that is both contemporary and
engaging.

Key of the Song

The song is primarily composed in the key of F major. This key is
characterized by its bright and uplifting sound, making it suitable for the
theme of the song. Understanding the key is crucial for pianists as it helps
in identifying the chords and their relationships within the progression.

Piano Chords Used in Blank Space

The piano chords in "Blank Space" are relatively simple and follow a standard
progression that is easy for beginners to grasp. Here are the primary chords
used throughout the song:

Chords Breakdown

. F Major (F) - The tonic chord, serving as the home base for the song.

D Minor (Dm) - The supertonic chord, adding a touch of melancholy.

. Bb Major (Bb) - The subdominant chord, providing a sense of resolution.

. C Major (C) - The dominant chord, creating tension that resolves back to
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Chord Diagrams

For those unfamiliar with chord fingerings on the piano, here are the basic
finger placements for each chord:

- F Major: F - A - C
- D Minor: D - F - A
- Bb Major: Bb - D - F

- C Major: C - E - G

These chords are played in various inversions and voicings throughout the
song, allowing for a more dynamic sound.

Chord Progression

The chord progression in "Blank Space" is fairly straightforward, making it
easy for beginners to follow along. The primary progression used in the
verses and chorus can be summarized as follows:

1. F
2. Dm
3. Bb
4. C

This progression repeats throughout the song, providing a consistent
foundation that complements the lyrics and melody.

Verse and Chorus Structure

- Verse: The verses follow the chord progression as stated above,
establishing the mood and setting of the song.

- Chorus: The chorus maintains the same progression, allowing for a seamless
transition between the two sections. This repetition is a hallmark of pop
music, making it catchy and easy to remember.

Playing Techniques and Tips

While the chords in "Blank Space" are relatively simple, there are several
techniques that can enhance your playing:



1. Dynamics

Pay attention to the dynamics of your playing. The song has moments of
intensity and softer sections. Experiment with playing the chords more softly
during the verses and building up to a stronger touch in the chorus.

2. Inversions

Utilizing chord inversions can add variety and interest to your playing. For
example, instead of playing the root position of F (F - A - C), try using the
first inversion (A - C - F) or the second inversion (C - F - A). This can
create smoother transitions between chords.

3. Arpeggios

Instead of playing the chords as block chords (all notes at once), consider
breaking them into arpeggios. This involves playing the notes of each chord
sequentially, which can add a flowing quality to your performance.

4. Pedal Use

Using the sustain pedal effectively can enhance the sound of your chords.
Press the pedal down when playing the chords to create a more connected and
resonant sound. Just be sure to release the pedal when changing chords to
avoid muddiness.

Practice Tips

To effectively learn the chords of "Blank Space," consider the following
practice strategies:

1. Slow Practice

Begin by practicing the chords slowly. This allows you to focus on finger
placement and transitioning between chords without feeling rushed.

2. Looping Progressions

Practice looping the chord progression repeatedly. This helps to build muscle



memory and makes it easier to play along with the song later.

3. Play Along with the Recording

Once you are comfortable with the chords, try playing along with the original
recording of "Blank Space." This will help you develop your timing and
rhythm, as well as give you a sense of how the chords fit within the overall
structure of the song.

4. Record Yourself

Consider recording your practice sessions. Listening to yourself can provide
valuable feedback on areas that need improvement, such as timing or dynamics.

Resources for Learning

To further assist in your learning process, there are several resources
available:

- YouTube Tutorials: Many pianists share tutorials that break down the chords
and techniques for playing "Blank Space." These can be particularly helpful
for visual learners.

Sheet Music: Purchasing sheet music for "Blank Space" can provide you with
a written reference for the chords and their arrangement.

Piano Apps: Various piano learning apps can help you practice the chords in
a gamified manner, making the learning process more engaging.

Conclusion

In conclusion, mastering the piano chords of Blank Space is a rewarding
endeavor for any pianist. The straightforward chord progression, combined
with the song's catchy melody and relatable lyrics, makes it a favorite among
both players and listeners. By focusing on techniques such as dynamics,
inversions, and arpeggios, you can elevate your playing and bring a unique
touch to this popular song. With patience and practice, you'll be able to
perform "Blank Space" confidently, impressing friends and family with your
musical skills. Happy playing!

Frequently Asked Questions



What are the basic piano chords used in 'Blank
Space' by Taylor Swift?

The basic chords used in 'Blank Space' are Am, C, G, and D.

How can I play 'Blank Space' on the piano for
beginners?

Beginners can start by playing the chords in a simple progression: Am, C, G,
D, and repeating this throughout the song.

Are there any specific chord variations for 'Blank
Space' that sound good?

Yes, you can try using chord variations like Am7, Cmaj7, Gsus4, and Dsus2 to
add more depth to the sound.

What is the tempo of 'Blank Space' for piano
practice?

The tempo of 'Blank Space' is around 95 beats per minute (BPM), making it a
moderate-paced song.

Can I use a capo while playing 'Blank Space' on
piano?

A capo is not applicable to piano; instead, you can transpose the chords to
fit your vocal range if needed.

What is the chord progression for the verses in
‘Blank Space'?

The chord progression for the verses is typically Am - C - G - D.

Are there any online resources to learn 'Blank
Space' piano chords?

Yes, there are many online resources available, including YouTube tutorials
and sheet music websites that provide chord charts for 'Blank Space.'
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