
poem child learn what they live

Poem Child Learn What They Live is a powerful piece that resonates deeply with parents, educators, and
anyone involved in shaping the lives of children. Written by Dorothy Law Nolte, this poem encapsulates the
profound impact that the environment and experiences of a child have on their development and future behaviors.
It serves as a reminder that children are not just passive recipients of knowledge and values but active
participants in a learning process that is influenced significantly by their surroundings.

The Essence of "Child Learn What They Live" Poem

The poem, "Child Learn What They Live," articulates the idea that children absorb the actions, emotions, and
attitudes of those around them. It emphasizes that the lessons they learn in their early years form the
foundation of their character and behavior as adults. Each stanza of the poem reflects a different aspect of
life and relationships, illustrating how children internalize these experiences.

Key Themes in the Poem

The poem is rich with themes that resonate universally. Here are some of the key messages:

Love and Affection: Children who are shown love and affection are likely to grow up being loving
themselves.

Respect: If children are treated with respect, they learn to respect others.

Understanding and Empathy: A nurturing environment fosters understanding, leading children to be
empathetic individuals.

Conflict Resolution: How adults handle disagreements teaches children how to manage conflicts in their
own lives.

Integrity and Honesty: Children learn the importance of honesty through the actions of those around
them.

The Poem's Structure and Style

The poem employs a straightforward yet poignant style that makes it accessible to readers of all ages. The
repetitive structure reinforces its central message, making it memorable and impactful. Each line builds upon the
previous one, creating a cumulative effect that drives home the importance of nurturing a positive environment
for children.

Stanza Breakdown

Each stanza of the poem represents a different lesson, and analyzing them can provide deeper insights into the
overall message:

1. Love: The poem begins by highlighting that children who live in a loving environment are more likely to grow



into loving adults.

2. Respect: It continues by emphasizing that respect begets respect, illustrating the importance of modeling
respectful behavior.

3. Understanding: Children exposed to understanding develop empathy, showcasing the need for patience and
compassion.

4. Conflict Management: The poem poignantly points out that children learn how to deal with conflict by
observing how adults handle disagreements.

5. Honesty: Finally, it underscores that honesty is a lesson learned through example, reminding us of the
responsibility we carry as role models.

The Importance of Role Models

The essence of the poem underscores the critical role that parents, educators, and guardians play in shaping a
child's life. Children are impressionable, and the behaviors they observe become the framework for their actions
and reactions later in life.

Characteristics of Effective Role Models

To positively influence children, role models should embody certain characteristics:

- Consistency: Demonstrating consistent behavior helps children understand and predict actions in their
environment.
- Empathy: Showing empathy allows children to learn from their role models how to be compassionate towards
others.
- Communication: Open lines of communication foster trust and encourage children to express their thoughts
and feelings.
- Integrity: Upholding strong moral values instills a sense of integrity in children.
- Encouragement: Providing support and encouragement motivates children to pursue their interests and develop
their self-esteem.

Practical Applications of the Poem's Lessons

Understanding the themes of "Child Learn What They Live" can lead to practical applications in daily life. Here
are some ways to implement its teachings:

1. Creating a Positive Home Environment

- Show Affection: Regularly express love and affection to your children through words and actions.
- Practice Respect: Treat all family members with respect, fostering an atmosphere of mutual regard.
- Encourage Open Communication: Create a safe space for your children to share their feelings and thoughts
without fear of judgment.

2. Educating Through Example



- Model Behavior: Be aware of your actions and words, as children are always watching and learning.
- Discuss Values: Use everyday situations to discuss values such as honesty, empathy, and respect.

3. Community Involvement

- Engage with Others: Participate in community activities that promote positive interactions and relationships.
- Volunteer Together: Involve your children in community service to teach them empathy and the importance of
giving back.

Conclusion

The profound message of the poem Child Learn What They Live serves as a poignant reminder of the critical role
that the environment plays in a child's development. As responsible adults, we have the power to shape the
future by providing children with a nurturing and supportive environment. By embodying the values we wish to
instill, we can ensure that the lessons children learn become a foundation for a compassionate, respectful, and
loving society. The poem not only highlights the importance of our actions but also serves as a call to
action for all of us to be mindful of the legacy we leave behind for future generations.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of the poem 'Children Learn What They Live'?

The main theme of the poem is that children absorb behaviors, values, and attitudes from their environment and
the people around them, highlighting the influence of parental guidance and societal interactions on a child's
development.

How does the poem illustrate the impact of love and nurturing on children?

The poem emphasizes that when children experience love and nurturing, they are more likely to grow up to be
loving and compassionate individuals, suggesting that positive reinforcement shapes their emotional and social
skills.

What literary devices are used in 'Children Learn What They Live'?

The poem employs various literary devices, including repetition, imagery, and rhyme, to reinforce its messages
about the lessons children learn from their surroundings.

Can the lessons from 'Children Learn What They Live' be applied to modern
parenting?

Yes, the lessons from the poem are highly relevant to modern parenting, as they remind caregivers to model
positive behaviors and create a supportive environment, recognizing that children often mirror the actions and
attitudes they observe.

What role does society play in the lessons children learn, according to the
poem?

Society plays a significant role in shaping children's lessons by providing the context in which they interact.
The poem suggests that societal values and norms can either uplift or hinder a child's development based on



what they are exposed to.

How can educators use the insights from 'Children Learn What They Live' in
the classroom?

Educators can use the insights by fostering a positive classroom environment that promotes respect, kindness,
and understanding, thereby modeling the behaviors they wish to instill in their students and emphasizing the
importance of a supportive learning community.
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